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President’s Message

Paula Schoenlein

February may be the shortest month of the year, but it's
often one of the most meaningful for reflection and discovery.
As we continue through the winter season, it's a good time to
slow down, revisit our research, and focus on the stories that
connect us to those who came before.

I'm pleased to share that we now have a Members Only
section on our website. | encourage you to visit the Members

Only section and log in to explore what's available.

This new area allows us to make helpful resources
available to you in one convenient place. Whether you were
able to attend our recent General Meeting or not, the meeting
handout has been posted there for your reference. Be sure to
check it out soon — and watch for additional materials as we

continue to build this members-only resource.

Looking ahead, one of our planned additions to the
society is the purchase of MyHeritage library edition,
considered to be one of the top three genealogical research
platforms. Once available, it will be accessible for use in our
library, with online access also provided through the Members
Only section of our website. We're excited about the
opportunities this resource will offer to support your research

both in our library and from the comfort of your home.

| would like to take a moment to thank all of our
members who responded to our annual appeal letter with your
donations of financial support. Thank you for your generosity
and thoughtfulness; these donations enable our society to
continue to serve the community. It's because of YOU, the
members, with your love of CCGS and genealogy, that keep us

going.
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Special Interest and 1st Tuesday Learning Series
Focus Groups February 3rd —I-3:30 pm
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Legacy Users: Brian Runyan

(Can they be trusted for your research?)
Research Book Club: Paula

Schoenlein by Steve Aberle (http://aberlegenealogy.com)
Saving Stories: Marcia Grubb The February 2026 installment of the CCGS “First
Scandinavian: open Tuesday Learning Series” will focus on ways to examine the
Travel Research Preparation: Paula memorials found on Find A Grave in order to make an
Schoenlein enlightened decision on whether that material is worthy of

Unfocused: open inclusion in your own genealogy research. Please tell your

friends about this learning opportunity and invite them to
attend.

Find A Grave was developed in Salt Lake City in 1995 by Jim Tiptonto 7
support his hobby of visiting the burial sites of famous celebrities. It later WZWND A G!RAVE
expanded to include memorials for any deceased relatives or friends, and Original logo — 1995 to 2018
was sold to Ancestry.com in 2013. Today, Find A Grave hosts over 250 million
memorials.

In February 2000, the US Veterans Affairs Office created a Find A Grave memorial for each of my
parents. Today, those memorials are managed by someone who manages over 455,000 memorials, so the
chance of s/he having ever met my parents is slim. As for the memorials themselves, my parents are listed as
being buried in the wrong county, the birth and death locations for my father are not shown (both of which
are easily found in the Washington Digital Archives), my mother’s middle name (which she used as her first
name her entire life) is shown in quotes as if it was some type of alias, and there are no links tothe Find A
Grave memorials for their parents.

In August 2011, an unrelated person created a memorial for my paternal grandparents after
photographing headstones in the cemetery where they are buried. She currently manages their memorial
plus over 8,000 others. As for the memorials themselves, the death location for my paternal grandfather
(easily found in the NJ Death Index) is not shown, the birth year for my paternal grandmother is wrong
(despite appearing correctly in the photograph of the headstone), there is a link to only one of their three
sons, and her maiden surname is incorrect (but that is difficult to find).

In March 2009, an unrelated person created a memorial for my maternal grandfather, which is sort of
strange as one would expect it to be at the same time as the US Veterans Affairs Office created a memorial
for my maternal grandmother (in March 2000). The memorial for my maternal grandfather is managed by
someone who manages over 16,000 memorials, and the memorial for my maternal grandmother is
managed by someone who manages over 92,000 memorials, so it is doubtful either manager ever knew
them. As for the memorials themselves, the city of death for my maternal grandfather is not shown (which is
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easily found via Heritage Hub), and the birth and death locations for my maternal grandmother are not

shown (but these are somewhat challenging to find, but not impossible).

Each one of these six Find A Grave memorials contains incorrect information, so perhaps I've already
partially answered my “Can they be trusted for your research?” question about the memorials. But, is that
observation consistent throughout all Find A Grave memorials? Sorry, but you'll need to come to this
presentation to find out my answer.

Attendees are encouraged to share with the class a Find A Grave memorial they have encountered,
and all attendees will then utilize the insights and techniques contained in the presentation to interactively
look through and evaluate that memorial as a group.

To preregister for this class, please call the CCGS library at 360-750-5688 and speak to a librarian (or
leave a message), or use the registration link on the https://www.ccgs-wa.org/calendar/eventcalendar- 2

web page.

General Meeting - February 24 - 10:00 a.m.
"Falling Down A Rabbit Hole and Finding a Murder"

presented by Peri Lane Muhich
The presentation will be in-person

How researching one person led to an intriguing true story of a
prostitute and a grifter. Genealogy research doesn't always stay within the
lines. In Falling Down a Rabbit Hole and Finding a Murder, Peri Muhich will
recount how following one individual through historical records spiraled
into an intriguing true-crime story involving a prostitute, a grifter, and an
unexpected murder. This talk explores how curiosity, persistence, and a
willingness to dig deeper can uncover hidden lives and surprising truths—
proving that family history research can be just as gripping as a detective

novel.

Peri Lane Muhich has spent the last 40 years living in and exploring
Oregon, Washington, Puget Sound, and Alaska. She is a historian and genealogist who teaches classes and
delivers lectures that bring history and culture to life through her knowledge and passion for American
heritage.

She is currently a member of the Clark County Genealogical Society, the Clark County Historical
Society, the 2 Rivers History Museum, and the Fort Vancouver DAR.

Interested in Becoming a Librarian

CCGS is always looking for new librarians! If you are interested in learning more in person before
signing up, why not spend an hour or more informally shadowing a librarian to see if this is a good fit for
you. Ask your questions while seeing a librarian at work. Call the library at 360-750-5688 or email us at
info@ccgswa.org to set up a date and time.
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Membership e, ‘
We have one new member and two re-instated members. Please welcome Sara Olson, : R "
Sally Fisher and Jodi Siewert.

Condolences

We of CCGS offer our condolences to long time member Larry Dean on the passing of his wife
Joanne Nettleton Dean on December 22, 2025, in Everett, WA. Larry's mother, Augusta Dean, was one of
our founders in 1972. He has been a member since 1996 and filled many roles, including Education
Director, Instructor, and Librarian. Although he now lives in Stanwood, WA, he continues to support our
Society. He is truly missed at our library.

Sons of Norway Scandinavian Genealogy Interest Group
February 16, 2-4 p.m., 2400 Grant St., Vancouver

Currently this group is meeting once a month, and exploring getting comfortable using artificial
intelligence (Al). Al can be beneficial in assisting us to research our ancestors. But first it is important to
understand how it works. If this is something that you are curious about check out Sons of Norway
Genealogy at: https://www.sofnvancouver.com/ and click the Genealogy link.

On the calendar link you will find the Genealogy Interest Group listing for date and time of meetings.

New Book Review

by Sharon Barnes

Charles Baird’'s The Huguenot Emigration to America (1885), published
in two volumes in one, is the standard work on Huguenot migration to America. It
provides a detailed account of the emigration of French Protestants—many
traveling via the Netherlands and Great Britain—from the late 17th century
through the Revolutionary War.

The book is especially valued for its extensive genealogical detail,
documenting early Huguenot families in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Virginia, with later dispersal
to Pennsylvania and other states. Footnotes include source references and
additional genealogical notices, making the work a valuable guide for further
research.

Baird’s study is noted for its thoroughness, supplying new facts or illustrations
for most Huguenot families. It also places the migration in historical context, including the religious
persecution following the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, and highlights the lasting cultural and

social impact of Huguenot settlers in America.
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Going To America

Going to Many emigrants believed the old myth that New York's streets were paved with
gold. On arrival, they learned three harsh truths: the streets held no gold, they
ERICA weren't paved at all, and they were expected to pave them themselves.

R |n the great mid-1800s wave of migration—Germans, Scots, English, and

Scandinavians—the Irish formed the largest group. Their journey was especially

Mbrutal. Sick, hungry, and confused, they crossed the Atlantic under conditions

nearly as degrading as convict transport and only slightly less cruel than the slave

ships.

Abuse followed them at every stage. Ship owners overcrowded vessels, agents
Terry Coleman cheated them, officials accepted bribes, and swindlers robbed them on arrival.
Lodging houses, transport sellers, and brokers all took advantage, turning the
immigration system into a machine of exploitation.

Though later generations did better, this vast mid-1800s migration was grim in its own time. The
promised vision of brotherhood failed to materialize, and the dream ended in disappointment.

Another Book Review
Submitted by Denise Erkkila

Gwen F. Epperson, having published several articles on New Netherland research, was encouraged
to gather this information into a book. The result was New Netherland Roots published in 1994. The book
was donated to the CCGS library by Irene Moffett and is shelved under 949.2 Epperson.

The first two chapters focus on identifying ancestors’ place of

origin through New Netherland and European records. Chapter 3 The purpose of this guidebook is

covers the use of Dutch research aids. The last chapter covers to demonstrate that the reader can

European parish registers. also trace a seventeenth-century

Among other records, chapter 1 highlights the use the West New Netherland ancestor back to

India Company Account Book and the Van Rensselaer Papers as the place of origin in Europe using

a few simple techniques described
in the book.”

substitutes for conventional passenger lists to identify settlers

arriving to work in the Dutch colony. Chapter 2 describes indexes,

many available through FamilySearch, that list people transiting
through Amsterdam to the New World. Notably, many were of German or Spanish origin.

Chapter 3 walks the reader through the Dutch naming system, finding ancestral locations, and
reading Dutch handwriting. The author relies heavily on resources available from FamilySearch. Chapter 4 is
a guide to understanding European parish registers in The Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France, and
Scandinavia.

The book contains many research examples, illustrations of records written in Dutch, and an
extensive bibliography.

| recommend this book for beginning or intermediate-level researchers of New Netherland and
Dutch genealogy
CCGS Newsletter Vol. 53, No. 7 5
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Fiske Library Classes
Winter 2026 Education
All classes are scheduled from 10:00 A.M. until noon unless otherwise noted. Presentations are currently

virtual. Please check the website for linking information ahead of the start time and any class notes. Check
the home page frequently for announced schedule changes and updates to any dates listed as TBA.

Wed., February 4 Where Does This Go? Organizing Your Genealogy Gems Sara Cochran

Wed., February 11 Browsing & Clustering with MyHeritage DNA Tools Beth Swartz

Wed., February 18 TBA

Wed., February 25 From RootsTech 2025 to 2026; What to look for and how to enjoy next week’s
conference Jenny Hansen

To join a virtual class, click here: https://fiskelibrary.org/video

To download the class notes (if any), click here: https://fiskelibrary.org/classnotes.pdf

Genealogical Forum of Oregon
The first Monday of each month is free for non-GFO members to come explore the library’s holdings and

research using the library computers..

The GFO Research Library has more than 60,000 holdings for all of the United States and many locations
around the world, with particular strengths in the Pacific Northwest, Virginia, and French Canada. They

also provide access to many popular subscription genealogy websites, including Newspapers.com, Fold 3,
Find My Past, and more.

When’s the last time you used Cyndi's List?

Cyndi's List has been a trusted genealogy research site for nearly 30 years. Cyndi’s List is free for
everyone to use and it is meant to be a starting point when researching online.

What exactly is Cyndi's List?

° A categorized & cross-referenced index to genealogical resources on the Internet.
° A list of links that point you to genealogical research sites online.

° A free jumping-off point for you to use in your online research.

° A "card catalog" to the genealogical collection in the immense that is the Internet.
° Your genealogical research portal onto the Internet.

If it's been awhile since you've taken a look, maybe now would be a good time to re-check it out:

https://www.cyndislist.com/
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2026 OGS Virtual Seminar

DECODING YOUR
ANCESTORS: THE

TECHEDITION
with Cyndi Ingle

Saturday, February 7, 2026
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Cyndi Ingle, a genealogist for more fhon 45 years, is the creator of

Cyndislist.com and the author of numerous articles and three books.
She is an expert in using technology for genealogy, research in the
US, and organizational methodology. She is the Executive Director
for the Institute of Genealogy & Historical Research.

4 One-hour Sessions on Technology Tools for Genealogy

& The Path to Digital Libraries " Pin Your Ancestors Down with
and Archives Google Maps & Google Earth

& Collaboration with  Be Your Own Digital Archivist:

Genealogists Online Preserve Your Research

5% {

__ REGISTER TODAY AT
_WWW.OLYGENSOC.ORG

$35 OGS Members
$45 Non-Members
$100 Sponsor
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What is in the National Archives Catalog?

The National Archives holds historical U.S. government documents (federal, congressional, and presidential
records) that are created or received by the President and his staff, by Congress, by employees of Federal
government agencies, and by the Federal courts in the course of their official duties.

The National Archives Catalog contains descriptions
The National Archives Catalog vs. Online for NARA's nationwide holdings in the Washington,

Genealogy Databases DC area; regional facilities; and Presidential Libraries.
The Catalog is a work in progress and currently
e The Catalog is keyword searchable like contains descriptions for 95% of our records,
many genealogy databases. described at the series level. This means you can find

J You can narrow searches with filters.

e The Catalog allows you to search for
records in all NARA facilities — not just
selected databases every week we are adding more file unit and item

. The current focus is on breadth of NARA's descriptions, many of which include digital files.
holdings (at the series level) and not
individual records.

e Most Catalog descriptions do not include individuals' names; however, the National Archives
individual names. still might have records about your ancestors. It may

basic information about the records, including size
and location, from the description. Additionally,

Typically descriptions in the Catalog do not include

be necessary to closely read records of interest to
see if a particular individual is mentioned.

The Catalog contains many descriptions of records that are of interest to genealogists and family historians,
including:

*  Applications for enrollment in Native American
tribes

e Courtrecords

o  Fugitive slave cases

e Landrecords

e Military personnel records

. Naturalization records

e  Federal employees

Every year, the National Archives hosts a free, educational

genealogy event broadcast live on YouTube. The sessions

offer family history research tools on federal records for all skill levels. Join thousands of family historians
participating during the live event. Attend free of charge with no reservations requested.

e Watch previous session video recordings on YouTube

*  You can find past event web pages, posters, session videos, and handouts at: https://
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series
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Some websites you might find of interest
p »iave you ever thought about doing a one place study? It could be a town

One-Place \ c ,
) /’one specific house. It could be done by yourself or with a group of
StUdIeS /people.

‘There is a society that specializes in one-place studies. To find out more,

2 .
that an ancestor came from, an area of a to_wn, or even the history of

-

check out https://www.one-place-studies.org

If you have ancestors from Upper Canada (Ontario), there's a good
change that they were United Empire Loyalists (UEL). Many Americans
who remained loyal to the crown during the Revolution received land

from the crown for the property they lost when they left the colonies.. . THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS®
AS IATION OF CANADA

For more information: https://uelac.ca/ or for the loyalist directory

https://uelac.ca/loyalist-directory/

L]

By the way, the WayBack Machine, part of Internet Archive, can be used to locate old webpages that are no

Internet Archive Books
Digitized books.

Need a book that's not in the library. Have you looked at Internet Archive?
Sometimes you can download the book right onto your computer, depending on
its copyright.

https://archive.org/details/internetarchivebooks

longer accessible on the internet. Sometimes you might find family genealogies that have been taken down.

Did you miss the speaker at the general meeting? If you look

up Lisa Vogel's site, she offers her Top 10 Tips for researching, T;r T RAVE |_

planning & executing a Heritage Travel adventure.

YOUR TREE

https://travelyourtree.com/ Where Ancestry Meets Adventure

The best websites for finding Holocaust records

https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/overseas/holocaust-records?

utm_source=eWeekly&utm campaign=d81371ea05-
EMAIL CAMPAIGN eweekly 2019 COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_61ed05796b-
d81371ea05-91826071&mc_cid=d81371ea05&mc_eid=032771a787
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Clark County Genealogical Society February 2026
3205 NE 52nd St.

Vancouver, WA 98663-1918

CHANGE ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CCGS Meetings and Programs

February 1/2 Imbolc/Ground Hogs Day

February 2 Legacy Users Group, 10 a.m. - 12noon (virtual)

February 2 Research Book Club Focus Group, 12 noon - 1:30 p.m. (virtual)
February 3 1st Tuesday class, 1-3:30 p.m. Evaluating Find A Grave Memorials (in person)
February 9 Board Meeting, 10a.m. - 12 noon (virtual)

February 14 Saving Stories Focus Group, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (in person)
February 14 Valentine’s Day

February 16 Travel Research Preparation, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)
February 16 Family Tree Maker Focus Group, 12 noon - 2 p.m. (in person)
February 16 President’s Day

February 24 General Meeting, 10- 11:30 a..m. (in person)

February 25 Deadline for March Newsletter
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