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Increase

In July your Board approved the following member

benefits effective January 1, 2026. Classes will be free to
members, class materials will be available digitally, current
newsletter and Trail Breakers will be available digitally, general
meeting speakers syllabus will be available in the member
space on the website, a 25% discount on purchase of CCGS
books and publications, use of “members only” photo and
document scanners in Resource room, Membership Directory
may be emailed when requested. And each member shall be
entitled to one vote on membership ballot items.

At the September General Meeting, a vote was held to
increase annual dues by $5.00 per person, effective January 1,
2026.

Individual memberships will be $45.00, and joint
memberships will be $60.00. In addition there will be a $30.00
annual fee for those who wish to have the monthly Newsletter
and Trail Breakers mailed to them.
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Special Interest and 1st Tuesday class
Focus Groups From Memories to a Meaningful
..................................................................... Keepsake - Bind Your Family Story!

Belanger January 6th —10-11:30 am
I_.eg.aey.U.sersg.Brian..Run.y.a.n ..................................................................................................................................

Research Book Club: Paula Presented by Marcia Grubb
Schoenlein
Saving Stories: Marcia Grubb

By popular demand Marcia Grubb is back! This will be a
hands-on demonstration about how to create a bound book as
Scandinavian: open an amazing keepsake or gift. She will show you several book
style options to consider. During the class, all participants will

Travel Research Preparation: Paula
P have access to CCGS supplies and tools.

CCGS Members: Free

Free classes are a new membership benefit as of 2026.

Schoenlein
Unfocused: Lowell Kenedy

Non-members: $20 Bring a friend! Encourage them to join!
Please pre-registration using the special coupon code Member20, so we have adequate supplies available

https://www.ccgs-wa.org/activities/classes/

General Meeting - January 27 - 10:00 a.m.

Part 2. Travel Your Tree: Walking in Your Ancestors’
Footsteps

presented by Lisa Vogele (virtually)

Join us for Part Two of Lisa's presentation. In November we learned

about a variety of sources to help locate your ancestor's point of origin
before arriving in the United States and this month we will learn how to
prepare to Travel in your ancestors’ footsteps holds a unique adventure for
everyone. Whether you've traced your relatives back hundreds of years or
you're an adoptee who's taken a DNA test, heritage travel is scalable to all
budgets and locations. This presentation provides ideas for consideration,
trusted suppliers, and tips to make the planning process smoother.

Lisa Vogele is a professional genealogist, Certified Travel Advisor (CTA),

and Chief Tree Climber at Travel Your Tree: Where Ancestry Meets

Adventure. She specializes in combining family history research with custom travel experiences. Author of
Food & Folklore: A Year of Italian Festivals, Lisa has been featured in the Huffington Post and other travel
outlets. She holds a Certificate in Genealogical Research from Boston University, a Master’s degree from
Clemson University, and is an active member of several genealogical and travel associations. Based in
Colorado, Lisa shares her passion for genealogy, travel, and heritage journeys with audiences worldwide.

CCGS Newsletter Vol. 53, No. 6 2


https://www.ccgs-wa.org/activities/classes/

January 2026
Shadow a Librarian

CCGS is always looking for new librarians! But we see it can be intimidating to sign-up. We often
hear people say they do not have a library background or deep enough research skills. In our experience,
people know more than they realize and when you become a librarian you learn as you go. The key
attributes are that you like genealogy and family stories, and that you want to help people.

If you are interested in learning more in person before signing up, why not spend an hour or more
informally shadowing a librarian to see if this is a good fit for you. Ask your questions while seeing a librarian
at work. Call the library at 360-750-5688 or email us at info@ccgswa.org to set up a date and time.

Become a CCGS Librarian!
by Steve Aberle (http://aberlegenealogy.com)

Volunteering as a CCGS librarian the very first time is the
beginning of a genealogical journey. And, as we have heard, "A
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step” (reference
Tao Te Ching, chapter 64).

My personal journey as a CCGS Librarian began in early
June 2006 when Karen Frost signed me up to work the Noon to

6PM shift on June 21st with Diana Cruz. Was | apprehensive?
Probably. Did | survive? Yes. Was | untrainable? Likely. Did the library survive? Sort of. Did | return?
Absolutely!

When one serves as a librarian, you are paired with another librarian, so you have backup in case a
customer asks a question you cannot answer, or you need some additional research ideas to guide them.
What | find interesting is that the experience of the librarians on duty somehow seems to complement one
another. Yes, you give your time and skills, but there can be a return on that investment. For example, in just
the past year, two of the other librarians helped me with my personal research.

In one case, Lois Bosland let me know about a free weekend on one of the newspaper websites,
which led to the verification (via two news articles) of a long-held family story about the marriage of my
paternal grandparents being followed the next day by the death of her father. What the articles related,
which was not passed down through the family, was that the marriage was intentionally held at the bedside
of the dying father, and he was thrilled to be able to see the ceremony before he passed away a few hours
later.

In the second case, Sharon Barnes was scanning newsletters from a U.K. historical society. When |
mentioned my two surnames from that county, we discovered we are 10th cousins. She then pointed me to
publication in the CCGS Library which pushed back one of my ancestral lines a generation. The article
wasn't something | would have ever looked at as | didn't previously have the birth surname of the female
ancestor.

So the bottom line here is me personally asking you to please take that first step in the journey of
becoming a CCGS librarian. Itisn't hard, there is written guidance to help you find things, and it is a fun way
to spend a few hours. And even better, it is not even close a thousand miles.
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CCGS website updated

We have nearly completed setting up the CCGS web site to provide more benefits to members.

As of January 1st, members can login (https://www.ccgs-wa.org/wp-admin) to access the most

recent newsletters, Trail Breakers, and handouts. In addition, members will be able to purchase CCGS
publications for 25% off and register for CCGS classes for free.

Your user name is most likely your first name and last initial. (Jane Doe’s user name would be JaneD.)
Your password is your membership number. Be sure to capitalize the first letter in your member number and
include the dash as well as any leading zeros.

If you have any problems, you can call the library at 360-750-5688 to ask a librarian to look up your

details, or email membership@ccgswa.org for assistance.

Please be patient, as there may be glitches that need to be worked out. If you run into problems,

please email them to membership@ccgswa.org.

Remember we are all volunteers, so please be kind.

Camas library’s donation to genealogical society brings
newspaper microfilm collection to life again

‘A lot of newspapers had so much history’
By Doug Flanagan, Columbian staff writer, Published: December 10, 2025, 6:08am

"By partnering with CCGS, we bring this collection to life once again,” said Danielle Reynolds, Camas
Public Library’s technology and collections manager, in a news release. “It ensures that these newspapers
are both preserved and used. We're thrilled that these newspaper records will be more accessible to the
people who need them most.”

The Clark County Genealogical Society research library, open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the second Saturday of every month, contains more than 10,000 items,
such as books, maps, vertical files and microfilm, Schoenlein said.

“We try to guide people and educate them,” she said. “We won't do it for them. We're not a hire-a-
professional-genealogist type of thing. We can guide them, teach them, get them started and point them in
the right direction. And if they have questions, we're there to try to answer those questions for them.”

The Clark County Genealogical Society, which formed in 1972 and earned nonprofit status in 1978,
offers classes, focus groups, research trips, “scavenger hunts” and more, all through the efforts of an all-
volunteer staff. It depends on membership dues to maintain its library, event schedule and website,
providing members with benefits not available to the general public.

“We're open to people who want to learn about their family history,” Schoenlein said. “Everybody has
their own way of how they want to maintain their family history. Some people want to write a book. Some
people are really into digitizing their family photos. However they want to preserve their own family history,

we can help.”

https://www.columbian.com/news/2025/dec/10/camas-librarys-donation-to-genealogical-society-brings-

newspaper-microfilm-collection-to-life-again/
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Tribute to Ave Maria Vann Adler

February 29, 1952-November 9, 2025
by Bea Ritter

Long time CCGS member, Maria Adler, 73, of Spokane Valley, died on November 9, 2025, after a
long and courageous battle with cancer. Ave Maria Vann was born on February 29, 1952, in Vancouver,
Washington, to Tony Vann and Lois May Jones. She grew up in Vancouver where she was in the Fort
Vancouver High School Class of 1970. In 1975, Maria married the love of her life, Alan Adler, and in June
they celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary with friends and family.

After many years as the manager of Luepke Florist in Vancouver, Maria and Alan became owners in
2004. They operated it together until they retired in 2014. Maria joined CCGS in 1986 and served many
years as a librarian and worked on preservation projects. In 2021, she was elected as Assistant Treasurer and
served until 2024. Always a crafter, she joined with fellow crafter Marcia Grubb to host Craft Clan for a
monthly Saturday craft project. My favorite project in 2022 was decorating “My Roots are Here” tote bag,
and having Maria create decals of 4 family names on my bag. Also in 2022, she created a story of her great-
grandmother Anna Felding for our Grandmother’s Gallery. She had immigrated from Croatia in 1913. Maria
researched and posted several generations of her family tree on Ancestry.

In the spring of 2024, Maria and Alan moved to Spokane Valley to be closer to their daughter and
her family. She continued her membership in CCGS and joined us for meetings on
Zoom. She is truly missed at CCGS. We extend our condolences to her husband and
i family.

Her husband Alan posted this heartfelt message about Maria on Facebook. “It is with
great sadness that | share the passing of my wife, Maria. After a brave and courageous
battle with cancer, she peacefully left us last night on 11/9/25. She built a life rooted in
family, creativity, and dedication. She loved crafting, especially with her grandchildren,
and she inspired me every day by facing her challenges with courage and unwavering

hope.”

She is survived by her husband, Alan Adler; her children, Phillip Falter (Drew), and Allison Bennett
(Curtis); grandchildren Nichole and Jacob; and her siblings, Dolores Grindle, Richard Grindle, Douglas Jorg
and Jeannie Domingo. A Celebration of Life will be held in Vancouver in the summer of 2026 where family
and friends can honor and remember Maria’s life.

(Obituary in The Columbian on Nov. 14, 2025.)

2025 Member Directory

The 2025 Member Directory is now available. To get your copy please email membership@ccgswa.org to

request a digital copy. If you would like a paper copy, you can come into the library and a librarian will make
you a copy.

NGS 2026 Family History Conference

Registration is now open for the 2026 National Genealogical Societies Family History Conference to be held
May 27-30 at Fort Wayne, Indiana. For more information: https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
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The Sons of Norway - Columbia Lodge

Scandinavian Genealogy Interest Group

Currently this group is meeting once a month, and exploring getting comfortable using artificial intelligence
(Al). Al can be beneficial in assisting us to research our ancestors. But first it is important to understand how
it works. If this is something that you are curious about check out Sons of Norway Genealogy at: https://
www.sofnvancouver.com/ and click the Genealogy link.

On the calendar link you will find the Genealogy Interest Group listing for date and time of meetings.

Skagit Valley GS United Empire Loyalists (UEL)

by Charles Hansen, Washington State Genealogical Society

Do you have colonial New England roots and Canadian cousins, or vice versa? In 2026 our nation celebrates
its 250t birthday. SVGS begins our 2026 Winter Speakers Series by recognizing that not all Colonists
supported the Patriot cause. Some Colonists were Loyalists who supported the King, and many families had
relatives on opposing sides. Join SVGS Saturday, January 10, 2026, at 1pm at the Burlington Public
Library for “United Empire Loyalists” the Colonists loyal to the King with Brian McConnell. Brian is a
Canadian Author, Genealogist and Historian. Come learn about the Colonists that opposed the American
Revolution and resettled north of the border in Canada. Can't make it to the Burlington Library, request a
zoom link by emailing info@skagitvalleygenealogy.org.

Honoring Lives Through Generosity

One of the most meaningful ways our community gives is through donations made in memory of
loved ones. These gifts do more than support our library — they carry forward a story, set of values, and
legacy of caring. We are deeply grateful to all who have chosen this way of giving. Below we respectfully
recognize the individuals whose lives have been honored through memorials gifts this period.

® In Memory of All That Have Passed

® In Memory of Maria Adler

® In Memory of Robert Francis Redwing

® In Memory of Michael Schmidt (2 July 1963-25 Jan 2025)
¢ In Memory of William and Elsie Martinyak

¢ In Honor of the Fondacaro Family

¢ In Honor of Grant Dewey

Thank-you to all who have already donated in response to the Annual Appeal, remember your
donation is tax deductible. Just be sure it is postmarked by December 31, 2025 to take advantage of the
deduction in this tax year.
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New York State Death Index, 1880-2017 - Now Available

Indexed and searchable, Reclaim the Records, recently won their suit against New York State, which makes
the New York State Death Index available. More than ten and one-half million death records are now
available to search. If you have ancestors in New York this may be invaluable in your search. Check it out at:
https://www.newyorkdeathindex.com/

Heritage Quest classes

Explore the Exceptional Genealogy Classes at HQRL! Join us online via Zoom or in person at HQRL and
connect with fellow genealogy enthusiasts who share your curiosity and drive—together, we can explore the
fascinating world of family history! Classes Coming Up in January 2026!

Using City (and Other) Directories in Your Research Thursday, January 8, 2026

Janice Sellers

Directories were not only for cities. Many counties and rural areas had directories,
as did locations in other countries. You can also find professional directories,
social directories, and more. Learn what they contain and how they can be used
to flesh out your family’s lives and track them through time.

Click Here to Sign-up

Janice M. Sellers is a professional genealogist and international speaker whose grandparents told her she is
related to actor Peter Sellers and to John of Gaunt, son of a king and father of a king. Unfortunately, they
were wrong, but that's why she has been researching her family for 50 years and now helps others finds the
right pieces to fit their genealogical puzzles. She specializes in Jewish, Black, dual citizenship, and
newspaper research. She has done research and appeared on camera for

the television series The Dead Files.

A New Strategy for Brick Walls Thursday, January 22, 2026 Kim
Richardson

Ever feel like you are engulfed by a pile of research? Do you ever think, “If |
could just get organized, | could solve this mystery?” If so, this presentation
is for you! This session explains why complex genealogy problems feel

overwhelming and how to overcome it through a new way of organizing.

Click Here to Sign-up

Kim Richardson enjoys serving the genealogy community by coaching and

enabling others to do their own research successfully. She assists other genealogists to accomplish their
goals and helps clients solve genealogy mysteries. Kim created the Brick Wall Buster Cards to show others
her secret to solving tough genealogy problems. She regularly writes for various genealogy society
magazines and wrote the “Mississippi Research Guide” for Family Tree Magazine and researches for Finding
Your Roots and Who Do You Think You Are?
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Membership
Elaine Meis

We had a 100 percent renewal rate in November!! Thank you everyone who renewed and did it before the
end of the month.

We have 2 reinstated member in November/December.

Kathy Solheim

Bill Hall
Welcome back Kathy and Bill!!
And one new member:

Jessica Endsworth.
Welcome Jessical

New Book Donations Available in the Library

1. The Basque History of the World by Mark Kurlansky, 1999, 946 Kurlansky

Modern Prussian History 1830s - 1947 by Philip G. Dwyer, 2001, 943 Dwyer

Lines of Succession, Heraldry of the Royal Families of Europe by Jiri Louda et al., 1991, 929.6 Louda
The Rise of Prussia 1700 -1830 by Philip G. Dwyer, 2000, 943 Dwyer

o & Wb

The Beginnings of the Franco - American Colony in Woonsocket, Rhode Island by Marie Louise Bonier,
1997,974.51 Bonier

July' 14 by Emil Ludwig, 1929, 940 Ludwig

Palatine Church Visitations 1609 translated by Ricardo W. Staudt, 1980, 943 Staudt
The Huguenots France and America by Hannah Lee et al., 1994, 284.5 Lee

The Basques by Jacques Alliearés, 2016, 946 Allieres

10. The Jewish Revolt AD 66-74 by Si Shepherd, 2013, 305 Sheppard

11. The Life and Times of Henry the VIIl by Robert Lacey, 1992, 929.7 Lacey

12. A History of the English-SpeakingPeoples Vol. One by Winston Churchill, 1956, 941 Churchill
13. The English Social History 1066 to 1945 by Christopher Hibbert, 1987, 306 Hibbert
14. Life and Thought in the Early Middle Ages by Robert S. Hoyt, 1968, 306 Hoyt

15. Life in a Medieval Castle by Joseph and Frances Gies, 1979, 306 Gies

16. The Wars of the Roses by Alison Weir, 1995, 942 Weir

o © N o

17. Genealogical Research in England's Public Record Office, A Guide for North Americans by Judith Prowse
Reid, 1996, 941 Reid

18. The Clans and Tartans of Scotland by Robert Bain, 1970, 941.1 Bain
19. Life in Medieval Times by Marjorie Rowling, 1979, 940 Rowling
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They Came with the Conqueror by L.G. Pine, 929.7 Pine

William the Conqueror by Thomas B. Costain, 1959, 929.7 Costain
My Ancestors Came With the Conquerorby Anthony J. Camp, 1990, 929.7 Camp
The Origins of Some Anglo-Norman Families by Lewis C. Loyd, 1999, 941 Loyd

The Frankish Kingdoms Under the Carolingians 751 - 987 by Rosemont McKitterick, 1983, 944
McKiiterick

History of William the Conqueror by Jacob Abbott, 1877, 942 Abbott

The Norman People and Their Existing Descendants in the British Dominions and the United States of
America, 1999, 941 Anon.

The Making of England 55 BC to 1399 by C. Warren Hollister, 1992, 942 Hollister
Celtic Britain Before the Conquest by Lloyd Laing, 1979, 941 Laing
Roman Britain Outpost of the Empire by H.H. Scullard, 1979, 941 Scullard

Exploring the Fur Trade Routes of North America, Driving Directions to 130 Sitesby Barbara Huck, 2002,
970 Huck

The Story of Canada by George W. Brown, et al., 1949, 971 Brown

The Old West: The Canadiens by Time Life Books, 1977, 971 Tanner

Battles of the Civil War From Bull Run to Petersburg by Johnson and Mclaughlin, 1977, 973.7 Johnson
Poetker Families in North America by Houser and Houser, Jr, 1993, 929.2 Poetker

Guide to Genealogical Biographical Sources for New York City Manhattan 1783 -1898 by Rosalie Fellows
Bailey, 1998, 974.7 Bailey

Beginning Your Family History in Great Britain by George Pelling, 1989, 941 Pelling
New Netherland Roots by Gwenn F. Epperson, 1994, 949.2 Epperson

American Indian mtDNA'Y Chromosome Genetic Data, and the Peopling of North America by Peter N.
Jones, 2004, 001 Jones

The Origins of the Humbeyfields by John Umfreville, 2003, 929.2 Humbeyfield
Marriage Records of Scioto County Ohio 1803 -1860 by Shoemaker and Rudity, 1987, 977.187

Shoemaker

. Guide to County Records and Genealogical Resources in Tennessee by Richard Carlton Fulcher, 1987,

976.8 Fulcher

The library has also procured three new books from GFO'’s surplus book sale. We are working on

completing the Mayflower Families Collection and The Barbour Collection of Connecticut Town Vital

Records. To that end we were able to add Mayflower Families, Volume Ten. The family of Samuel Fuller is

followed for five generations and their is an index of names.

We were also able to add two books to the Barbour Collection. Volume 45 covers Suffield

1674-1850, and Volume 50 Waterbury 1686-1853.
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Clark County Genealogical Society

3205 NE 52nd St.

Vancouver, WA 98663-1918
CHANGE ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2026

January 1

January §

January 5
January 6

January 10
January 12
January 19
January 19
January 26
January 27

January 27

CCGS Meetings and Programs

Library Closed - New Years Day

Unfocused Genealogy Focus Group (no meeting this month)
Legacy Users Group, 10 a.m. - 12noon (virtual)

Research Book Club Focus Group, 12 noon - 1:30 p.m. (virtual)
1st Tuesday class, 10-11:30, Creating a Bound Family Story Book (in person)
Saving Stories Focus Group, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (in person)

Board Meeting, 10a.m. - 12 noon (virtual)

Travel Research Preparation, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)
Family Tree Maker Focus Group, 12 noon - 2 p.m. (in person)
Librarian’s Gathering, 10-11:30 a.m. (in person)

General Meeting, 10- 11:30 a..m. (hybrid)

Deadline for February Newsletter
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