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President’s Message

Paula Schoenlein

Summer weather doesn’t want to end, but the calendar is
telling us that autumn is on the way.

Time to get back to our general meetings. Besides the
scheduled speaker at the next meeting, we will be showing our
appreciation to the many volunteers and supporters of our
society. | hope to have a great turnout, and maybe there will be
cake. This will also be our last evening meeting. Daytime

meetings will be returning in October.

Our society landscape artist (Marcia) has scheduled a
plant pruning and weed pulling day for Wednesday,
September 10th., starting at 10 o'clock in the morning. Come

join us if you would like to help; all volunteers are welcome.

Please enjoy the genealogical-related facts below.

Hourly calorie consumption of
genealogical activities:

beating around the bush 75
jumping to conclusions 100
climbing the walls 150
passing the buck 25
dragging your heels 100
bending over backward 75
running around in circles 350

eQuoted in The Family Tree, Odom Library, from the
Genealogy Unlimited Society, Inc. in Valdosta, GA.
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Special Interest and General Meeting

Focus Groups September 23 — 7:00 p.m. — In-
..................................................................... erson
Family Tree Maker Users: Sheree B O e
Belanger
Legacy Users: Brian Runyan Agenda
Research Book Club: Paula Vote on Membership dues increase
Schoenlein The board has approved a membership dues increase of
Saving Stories: Marcia Grubb $5.00 per person at the June board meeting. The
Scandinavian: open proposed increase would make an Individual
Travel Research Preparation: Paula membership $45.00, and a joint membership $60.00, if

approved by the members. So its important that you show
up to vote on this proposal.

Schoenlein

Unfocused: Lowell Kenedy

Volunteer Appreciation

September is Volunteer Appreciation month. Those volunteers being honored this year will be
announced.

Presentation: "Haunted Vancouver"
presented by Jeff Davis

Join historian and paranormal researcher Jeff Davis for an eerie journey into Vancouver's spectral
past. From the historic City of Vancouver to the storied Vancouver Barracks, you'll hear chilling
accounts of ghostly soldiers, restless citizens, and entire families who refuse to leave. Meet spirits
like the prominent Slocum family, former General Alfred Sully, and mysterious, unnamed specters
who still roam the shadows.

Jeff Davis is a historian, author, and paranormal
researcher from Vancouver, Washington. A U.S.
Army veteran with global experience—from Bosnia
to Korea—he holds degrees in anthropology and
archaeology. Jeff has written best-selling books
like Weird Washington and Weird Oregon, and
appears regularly on shows like Ghost Adventures,
The Dead Files, and Coast to Coast AM. He hosts
the podcast How Weird with Jeff Davis on the
Ground Zero Plus network. Learn more

at jeffdavisghostquy.com.
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH ERICKSON

= I'lin Kalispell, MT, and was married to her for 60 years. They raised their children Doug, Kirk,
and Leah.
A Ralph worked for Jones Stevedoring Company. After retiring, he pursued his passions
golf and fishing. He believed in giving back to his community and joined the Elks
organization, earning numerous accolades for his leadership and philanthropy. In 2011, he joined Clark
County Genealogical Society where he managed the rentals for the annex at our Grand Avenue library until
2020. He was also part of the Scandinavian Focus Group and used his talents to build sandwich boards to
display CCGS signs for special events.

He is survived by his wife Deanna, children Doug, Kirk, and Leah, and four grandchildren. His service
was held at Woodland Presbyterian Church on July 26. We send our condolences and sympathy to his
family. Ralph is remembered fondly by our members and is truly missed.

Historian, Bea Ritter
The Columbian, July 22,2025

New on Family Search & Ancestry

Come visit the CCGS Library, we are a Family Search Affiliate library, as well as having an Ancestry Library

subscription for your use in our resource room!

We have updated collections for the following countries: U.S., (Arizona; California;
a Maryland; Oklahoma; Texas; Utah; Passport Applications from the Philippines; World
‘E FamilySearch War 1 Draft Registration Cards; United States Census 1940); Argentina; Bolivia;
Dominican Republic; Ecuador; Austria; England; Italy; Portugal; Russia; Ukraine;
Liberia; South Africa; French Polynesia; and Philippines. To access a list of these collections, click here.

In our blog read Best Practices for Merging Duplicates in the FamilySearch Family Tree, and A Look at
Bolivian Names.

We have added one new collection this week: Australia, Western Australia
Burial Records. We have updated Canada, Selected School Yearbooks; U.S.,
School Yearbooks; and Michigan, Kent County School Census.

ancestry’

In our blog read Discovering New and Updated Ancestry Record Collections.
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B 5 ‘w,

HERITAGE QUEST @RE SEARCH LIBRARY

(" lf o
A GENEALOGY LIBRARY

Thursday, September 18th, 11:00 am to 12:00 pm PDT

Heritage Quest Research Library (ZOOM only)

Do you find the process of writing source citations intimidating? Citation resources published by leading
genealogists tend to be lengthy and differ in their approaches. Trying to use and reconcile them can feel
overwhelming. This presentation will explain the process of creating source citations that comply with
genealogical standards in plain language. Shelly Bishop will teach you some simple strategies for crafting
clear, reliable citations for many commonly-used sources. Signup in the HQRL Store. Members $20, non-
members $25. Register here

Sources and Resources for German-Jewish
Family History
September 14,2025 10:30 AM

This talk explores the information you can find online and where to find it. Jeanette will Genealogical

. . . Society of O\
signpost you to key resources to help you find and access records for your German-Jewish i i

family history research. She will cover the different types of records you can expect to

locate and how to request copies from German archives, if you need something that isn't yet available
online. She will also explain which record sets are free to access and which are the best paid resources for
your German Jewish genealogy. You will discover how to make the most out of using these records.

Jeanette R. Rosenberg OBE is a professional genealogist and member of the UK Association of
Genealogists and Researchers in Archives. She holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Genealogical Studies from
Strathclyde University. A popular and knowledgeable Jewish/general genealogy speaker around the UK
and abroad, Jeanette regularly researches at German archives and participates in local history seminars.
Jeanette leads for the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain (JGSGB) on education/mentoring,
exhibitions, outreach, and social media and chairs JGSGB’s German SIG. A JewishGen GerSIG Director from
2009-2019, Jeanette previously led on GerSIG's IAJGS conference arrangements. She is the genealogy
representative on the ITS Oversight Committee, strategically managing Britain's copy of the ITS Arolsen
Archive. Registering for this program will place you on the JGSO mailing list, and you will receive our
newsletters. Each newsletter has instructions on how to unsubscribe.

Register here: https://us0éweb.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqcO6tqjwpGIMiEyRMC23N33rECOx2PwPS#/
registration
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Register Now for Columbia County
Biennial Genealogical Conference

Registration is now open for the fourth biennial Columbia County Genealogical "*Oregon

Conference to be held Saturday, September 20, from 8:30 a.m.to 5:15 p.m. at the
Columbia Center, 375 S. 18th Street, St. Helens, Oregon.

This free hybrid conference with the theme Many Lands, Many People focuses on the relationship between

your ancestors and the lands where they lived. Whether your family has deep roots or moved widely
throughout its history, the conference will help you develop tools to seek and better understand your
family’s story. The conference will host 10 presentations in 2 tracks featuring two speakers, GFO Members

Janice M. Sellers and Pam Vestal.

Participation is limited to 80 in-person attendees with no limit for virtual attendance. For more information
including registration details, pre-order lunch option, and directions

Visit the Conference Website

Resources

There are many groups dedicated to various aspects of genealogy. For instance, Genealogy and Artificial
Intelligence has a facebook group. Others include: Genealogy Family History Research, The Ancestor Hunt,
Ontario Ancestors,; just search for an area that you are doing research in.

Internet Archive has been designated as a Federal Depository Library which means it is part of a network of
over 1,100 libraries that archive government documents and make them accessible to the public.
Documents include maps, newspapers, and books that may be of interest to genealogists. Internet Archives
also is the home of the Wayback Machine which contains over 946 billion web pages that have been saved

over time.

Join Legacy Lab. A four-week guided archiving course
and learning community to complete a beginner-friendly
legacy project of your own design on Permanent.org.
Starts October 6th. https://www.permanent.org/legacy-

lab/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=FTM

The Legacy Lab is a pay-what-you-can, donation-based program, making it accessible to everyone.
Donations are optional and we warmly welcome all participants.

Since CCGS no longer has a Scandinavian SIG, you might want to check out Sons of Norway's Genealogical

Interest Group, sofnvancouver.com
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Learn About {Canadian} Land Records This Fall with
Toronto Branch
Gillian Moorecroft, Toronto Volunteer

Hoping to dig into Ontario land records this fall but need some expert
guidance to get started? Look no further, Toronto Branch has the perfect

=scourses for you! Registration is now open for two interactive online courses
presented by Jane E. MacNamara—back by popular demand!

. ‘ Our land record courses have been updated for 2025, and include
detalls on the Iatest tools available to researchers. Learn how to use the newly digitized Ontario Land

Records Index (OLRI) and FamilySearch’s Full Text Search to maximize your land records searches.

Understanding Ontarios Crown Land Records

September 11, 18 and 25th

Learn about the process involved in acquiring (or attempting to acquire) land from the Crown in
early Upper Canada. The course will also examine the records that were generated, many of which are
available for free online or by interloan from the Archives of Ontario. Digitized records on FamilySearch,

Canadiana and Library and Archives Canada will be reviewed.
Click here for more information and to register:

https://torontofamilyhistory.org/event/crown-land-records-sept2025/

Understanding Ontario Land Registry Records

November 13,20 and 27th

Land Registry Offices were closed in 2020, but historical records of land ownership (post Crown patent) are
now more available than ever before-particularly for researchers at a distance. Learn how land registry in
Ontario worked, how to locate your ancestor’s property, what records are available and how to find them

using FamilySearch, OnlLand.ca, and archival repositories.
Click here for more information and to register:

https://torontofamilyhistory.org/event/land-reqgistry-2025/

Both courses run from 7:30 pm to about 9:00 pm, [Eastern Time Zone] with time for questions included. The
sessions are interactive with ample opportunity for discussion during each class. Recordings of the webinars
will be available for a limited time to paid registrants, but for the most benefit students should participate in

the live interactive Zoom session.
The cost for each course is just $40 ($35 for OGS members).

Sign up for one or both of these courses today.
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New Books in the Library for you to Review
Genealogy in Reverse: Finding the Living (A Practical Guide for All Genealogists)

Genealogy often feels like a treasure hunt, piecing together the stories of those who came before us.
But sometimes the focus shifts from the past to the present as we look for living relatives who can fill in the
gaps in our family stories. Learning how to find living relatives can be a valuable skill to help you reach out
and connect with living family and descendants of your ancestors who may have the information you are
looking for or be able to put you in touch with those who do.

This book aims to help genealogists at every level learn to trace descendants of ancestors, both
direct line and collateral. With step-by-step guidance, methodologies, and practical examples, this guide
will give you the tools and confidence to find and make meaningful connections with living family members.
In fact, finding living relatives isn't all that different from tracing your direct-line ancestors and their families.
The same skills apply—researching, organizing information, and following clues—but with a focus on
connecting the past to the present. This process, known as reverse genealogy, involves creating a detailed
family tree, identifying relatives down both ancestral and collateral lines, and using modern tools to track

them down.

Cheri Hudson Passey is a professional genealogist, instructor, writer, speaker, and owner of Carolina Girl
Genealogy, LLC. She hosts the “GenFriends Genealogy Chat Show” on YouTube, where she and a panel of
professional genealogists meet weekly to discuss all things genealogy.

Your Stripped Bare Guide to Citing & Using History Sources

Sources provide information, from which we identify evidence for analysis. A conclusion drawn from
sound analysis may then stand as proof. In these two sentences, Elizabeth Shown Mills defines the proper
use of sources to come to valid conclusions in historical research. Your Stripped Bare Guide, Mrs. Mills' latest
work on citing and using history sources, is an abbreviated distillation of the evidence analysis she outlines
in minute detail in her classic work, Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace,
Fourth Edition (2024).

Do you love research but hate source citations?

Do you cringe at the word evidence, because the dreaded citation police, somewhere, sometime,
said your sources were not good enough?

Do you doubt yourself when you think you have proof-especially when you have to build a case
because there's no one document that cleanly answers your research questions?

If so, this guide is your guide—stripped down to the bare essentials you need to know to do reliable
history research. Thirteen guidelines for evidence analysis will help you select reliable sources and evaluate
your findings. Thirteen guidelines for documentation will teach you the basic principles for identifying those
sources. Then fourteen easy-to-follow templates provide you with patterns for citing any kind of history
source, online, from any corner of the globe. Your angst is over!

Elizabeth Shown Mills is a historical writer with decades of research experience in public and private
records of many Western nations. This latest work, she hopes, will ease your own labors as you explore the
past and share your findings with others curious about the people and events that created our present

world.
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Grandma Stories

Elizabeth Jane Wineinger Hankins
Great-Great Grandmother of Bea Ritter

Elizabeth Jane Wineinger, a pioneer woman, was born on July 11, 1828, in Hawkins County,
Tennessee, to George Washington Wineinger and Margery Pace. Elizabeth was the youngest of twelve
children, with siblings John, William, Mary Ann, Catherine, Samuel, Rebecca, Jessie, Susannah, George,
Nancy and Julia Ann. Her grandfather was William Pace, who had served during the Revolutionary War as a
member of Gen. George Washington's Life Guard. Her father George had served during the War of 1812
with a Tennessee Volunteer Militia that guarded the supply routes to New Orleans from the "Red Sticks," a
rebel group of Indians.

In 1836, when she was 8 years old, her family moved to Dubois County in southern Indiana, along
with many Pace and Wineinger relatives. Land was sold in partial sections at $1.25 an acre. Her father
farmed and operated a trading post on the main supply road from Vicennes to Louisville. The family
attended the Methodist Church at Davis Creek where her brother-in-law, Rev. Robert Milburn, was the
pastor. Elizabeth and her sisters did not attend school, even though their brother Samuel was the teacher.
In 1840, Samuel married Elizabeth Hankins who lived nearby in Orange County. Elizabeth was the daughter
of Rachel Blagrave and David Hankins. Her brother Abraham Hankins, born in 1825, and Elizabeth Jane
began dating. They were married on June 29, 1846, in Dubois County when Elizabeth was 18 and Abraham
was 21. Her father George Wineinger died in 1848 from injuries after being kicked by a horse. His probate
listed her husband Abraham Hankins as his heir and they received $50.16 as their share. Her mother
continued to live on their farm, then owned by her son John, until she died in 1859.

Abraham and Elizabeth lived in French Lick Township in Orange County, where Abraham was a
farmer. They had children George, Samuel and Mary Ann. As a wife, Elizabeth was responsible for caring
for her children, raising a garden, preserving food, cooking over an open fire, cleaning, washing kids and
clothes, sewing clothes, raising chickens, and carrying wood and water to the house. Southern Indiana was
hot and sultry in the summer and young children sometimes died of fevers. Lands became available to
homestead in southern lowa and they decided that it was a healthier place to raise their family. In 1853,
Abraham, Elizabeth, and their children, Abraham's parents and siblings, and many other relatives made the
covered wagon trip of 600 miles to southern lowa, about a two-month trip. It took a lot of courage and
strength to leave behind much of what they owned, and start over in a new place. Elizabeth's sister-in-law
Kitty Hankins was pregnant so Harrison and Kitty stayed behind; she and her baby later died in childbirth.
Harrison followed them to lowa. Elizabeth Jane was also pregnant, so the trip must have been extra tiring
for her. Abraham and Elizabeth settled first on a farm near Hawleyville in Page County. Elizabeth gave birth
to son Harrison in August soon after they arrived.

In 1854 & 1855, Abraham purchased four tracts of land for a total of 200 acres in Township 68 (Polk/
Mason) in Taylor County. They lived near North Star School where all of the children attended through the
8th grade. Abraham was a prosperous farmer. New Market was nearby and supplies were more available.
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During the next ten years, Elizabeth bore Rachel, William, David, and Mary Isabelle. Abraham's parents and

siblings lived nearby and likely helped them. Together they created a community with a school, church and
businesses. His brother Harrison died in 1859 and his mother died in 1860.

Abraham later sold off 100 acres of his property. He was exempted from the Union Army in 1863
because of health problems and died in July 1867, at age 42. Their daughter Rachel had died before him.
Elizabeth, 39, was a widow with minor children Margaret, 17, Harrison, 14, William, 9, David, 5, and Mary, 4
years old. Son George was named guardian for William, David and Mary. Elizabeth's brother, Samuel
Wineinger, was administrator for Abraham's estate and auctioned off animals, tools, and equipment to pay
the debts. Her husband or children must have taught her to read and write as Elizabeth signed receipts for
two payments of $100. She continued to manage the farm with the help of her sons George, Samuel, and
Harrison. Daughter Margaret married William Hembree in 1867, and son Samuel married Amy Landon in
1868. In 1870 her property was valued at $3200, and personal assets at $380. In 1880, Elizabeth also had
daughter Elvira Sidney Hankins, born in 1870, living with her and children David and Mary. Elvira's marriage

record lists Elizabeth and Abraham as her parents. She used Hankins as her name, but was born 3 years

after Abraham died. Elizabeth likely adopted her as she was considered family.
When David married in 1881, Elizabeth wrote a note to give him permission to
marry since he was not 21. Later she sold the farm and lived with David and his

family in New Market, where he operated a store.

|
Fa o s

1 2R\ Elizabeth Jane Wineinger Hankins died on July 3, 1914, just 8 days before
; her 86th birthday. She was buried in Memory Cemetery with Abraham and her
deceased daughters Margaret, Rachel, and Mary. She was survived by children

George, Samuel, Harrison, William, David, and Elvira, 31 grandchildren and 66

great-grandchildren. Quite a legacy for a pioneer woman.

FAMILY STORIES

| would love to have your family stories for our newsletter. We prefer a one page story with an attached
jpg picture. This could be a story about anyone in your family who you would like to give a tribute:
parents, grandparents, etc. Email to bearitter@centurylink.net. | will send the final copy for your approval.
| appreciate all of the Grandma stories you have shared. Bea Ritter

Membership

Elaine Meis

We have 2 new members this month. Please welcome:
Jennifer Shroy
Sharon Dow
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CHANGE ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

September 2025

September 1
September 1
September 8
September 10
September 13
September 15
September 15
September 22
September 23
September 25
September 29

CCGS Meetings and Programs

Unfocused Genealogy (No Meeting in September)

Legacy Users Group, 10 a.m. - 12noon (meets virtually)

Research Book Club Focus Group, 12 noon - 1:30 p.m. (meets virtually)
Board Meeting, 10a.m. - 12 noon (meets in person)

Yard work day, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. (in person)

Saving Stories Focus Group, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (in person)

Travel Research Preparation, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)

Family Tree Maker Focus Group, 12 noon - 2 p.m. (in person)
Library Committee, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)

General Meeting, 7 - 8:30p.m. (Vote on membership dues increase)
Deadline for October Newsletter

Librarian Gathering, 10 - 11:30 a.m. (in-person)
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