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President’s Message 
Paula Schoenlein 

 It is summer, and the kids are on vacation from school. 
Remember, even though we do not have general meetings and 
educational classes being offered in the summer, we are open, 
and volunteers are waiting to help you with your genealogical 
questions. So come on in! 

We continue to look to our membership for volunteers to help 
with special projects and library assistance. If you would rather 
be outdoors on these beautiful weather days, we could always 
use help with landscaping and weed pulling. Lastly, if you are 
unable to come into the library to offer support and you shop 
at Fred Meyer, please consider enrolling in the community 
support program they offer. I am including the link here so you 
can easily investigate it: https://www.fredmeyer.com/i/
community/community-rewards 

Thank you all for your support. If you would like to help or have 
any questions, contact the library at 360-750-5688 or email 
info@ccgswa.org. 

Extreme Heat Advisory 
When the temperatures rise above 90°F, please call and 
make sure the library is open. It is up to the discretion of 
the librarians on duty to decide whether the library stays 
open or closes early. Thank-you! 
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Celebration of Life for  
Jeanine Bailiff 

Saturday, Aug 9, 2025, 
at Hazel Dell Community Park 

at 1 pm.

Surplus Books for Sale at CCGS 
We have used books that are already in our library, and that are 
in good or better condition for sale on our website. Check out 
what is for sale here:  https://www.ccgs-wa.org/shop-and-
donate/surplus-books-for-sale/ 

Trail Breakers Volume 51 
Is now available at https://www.ccgs-wa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/TRAIL-BREAKERS-51-word.pdf 

New on Family Search & Ancestry 
Come visit the CCGS Library, we are a Family Search Affiliate library, as well as having an Ancestry 

subscription for your use in our resource room!  

Family Search has updated collections for the following countries:  U.S. (New 
Hampshire; Ohio; Washington; World War I Draft Registration Cards; City and 

Business Directories); Brazil; Colombia; Costa Rica; Italy; Portugal; World Miscellaneous Births and 
Baptisms; and Find a Grave Index. 

In our blog read Celebrate Pioneer Day by Finding Your Pioneer Ancestors and Breaking Barriers and 
Creating Connection:  The FamilySearch Global and Tech Forum at RootsTech 2025. 

New collections on Ancestry include: England, Cambridgeshire and 
Huntingdonshire Church of England Births and Baptisms; Marriages and 
Banns; Deaths and Burials; Baptisms, Marriages and Burials to 1812; Ireland, 
Galway, Ballynahinch Estate Records; and U.S., WW II Alien Registration.  We have also updated seven 
collections, including Scotland, Aberdeenshire School Admission Registers;  Obituary Indexes for Australia 
and New Zealand; Canada; Caribbean; UK and Ireland; U.S.; and U.S., Cemetery and Funeral Home 
Collection. 
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Special Interest and 
Focus Groups 
Family Tree Maker Users: Shereé 

Belanger 
Legacy Users: Brian Runyan 
Research Book Club: Paula 

Schoenlein 
Saving Stories: Marcia Grubb 
Scandinavian: open 
Travel Research Preparation: Paula 

Schoenlein 
Unfocused: Lowell Kenedy 
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Please JOIN US for an OPEN HOUSE! 
2102 East Main Ave., Suite 105, Puyallup, WA 

DATE: Tues., Wed., & Thurs. —  August 12, 13 & 14th 
TIME: 4pm-8pm each day 

Regular Hours: 10am-4pm, Mon-Sat; closed Sunday 
Come learn how to discover your family roots! 

We have amazing resources like books, access to incredible genealogy databases, and a team of experts to 
help you get started on researching your family history! 
ENJOY tours of the library, refreshments, 25% off everything in the bookstore! 
DOOR PRIZES EACH DAY & GRAND PRIZE: Ancestry DNA kit! 
We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization & MEMBER of Puyallup & Sumner Chamber of Commerce. 
Questions: 253-863-1806 or info@hqrl.com 
(Not associated with HeritageQuest online) 

We are pleased to extend the early-bird member rate to CCGS members through August 1! Just sign up 
for a member ticket and enter CLARK as the promo code when you register at gfo.org/seminar.
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City Directories: 
No Town Too Small, No Clue Too Little 
Thomas MacEntee, of Genealogy Bargains 
https://genealogybargains.com   hidefgen@gmail.com  

Prior to the invention of the telephone and the telephone book, most cities and even small towns had 
a directory listing information on its inhabitants. Even after the telephone became popular, and up 
through the 1920s and 1930s, many towns continued to publish these directories. City and business 
directories are filled with clues to help you break down brick walls and better understand your 
ancestors. 

The City Directory: More Than Meets The Eye 
When we say “directory” we mean much more than an alphabetical list of residents and their 
addresses. Here’s the basic type of information you can often find in directories related to an 
ancestor: 

● Name 
● Spouse / Marital Status 
● Occupation 
● Address 
● Employer 

Keep in mind that a directory for a large city such as Buffalo, New York or Chicago, Illinois will offer 
more information than a small town directory. However, I have seen some small town directories that 
even list when residents died in the previous year, and the ailment or cause of death! 

The Basic Elements of a City Directory 
It may take some time for you to understand how information is presented in a city directory. Each 
directory and directory publisher uses a different format. Here is an example from the Brooklyn City 
and Business Directory, 1870-71, published by Lain & Company: 

For the first entry, it reads “Duff Aachbild, 
employed in the milk business, home address 
on 5th Avenue, corner of 18th Street.” 

So how did I figure that out? First, above the 
listing is the table of abbreviations for this 
particular directory and I see that “h” means 
“house” and “c” means “corner.” 

And how did I know that it was 5th Avenue 
and 18th Street, and not 5th Street and 
18th Avenue? I consulted the Street and 
Avenue Directory at the end of the general 
directory. 

Abbreviations in City Directories 
The clue to solving many family history 
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mysteries can be found in the abbreviations within a city directory listing. For most directories, there 
will be a table of abbreviations listed in the first few pages. The most common abbreviations are: 

● Ab. – above (meaning the person could live above a store or business) 
● Bd. or Bds. – boards (meaning the person is a lodger or boarder at the address) 
● Emp. – employee 
● Opp. – location “across” or “opposite” from an address 
● Prop. – proprietor 
● W. or wd. – widow or widower 

Watch for Abbreviations of Street Names, Neighborhoods, Neighboring Towns, and Given 
Names! 
You may encounter more than the common abbreviations listed above. Especially for large city 
directories where an attempt was made to save space and reduce printing costs, you may see a table 
of abbreviations for a variety of text. Some may not make sense unless you consult the table. 
Example: Hy for “Henry” and not “highway.” 

GenealogyInTime Magazine has an EXTENSIVE list of abbreviations at http://
www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/city-directory-abbreviations.html . 

Advertisements and Why They Matter 
Many town or city directories were free or could be purchased at a nominal price. So how did the 
publisher make money? With advertisements of course! Often you will need to page through ads just 
to get to the listings. And then you may find ads at the top and bottom of each page. 

In most directories, a list of advertisers will appear at the front or the end of the directory. If your 
ancestor ran a business check to see if it is listed.  

Advertisements can also help us understand how our ancestors lived. What were the prices for basic 
goods? What were the fashions of the time period? What items were in demand? 

Creating Timelines and Using the F.A.N. Club concept 
Very often information found in a city directory will be “direct” in that it will state a name, occupation, 
address, etc. But you need to be a sleuth and start using the “indirect” information to harvest those 
genealogy clues. 

Example: city directories are perfect for pinpointing a location for an ancestor in between census 
years. So for the missing 1890 US Federal Census, a city directory from 1890 or 1891 can solve 
many issues. If you have access to several successive years of a city directory, verify the address for 
the same ancestor. Did they move within the city? Did they move out of the city? Then consider 
plotting the information along a timeline including residence, occupation and place of employment. 

In addition, if your ancestor owned a home and then moved to a new address, who owned the home 
previously OR who purchased the home from your ancestor? Remember that using the F.A.N. Club 
concept (“Friends, Associates and Neighbors”), property was often purchased by relatives not 
strangers. 

Tips and Tricks for Clue Gathering with City Directories 
● Search last name only. The formatting for city directories is different than most records and 

using the “first name last name” search will prove frustrating. 

CCGS Newsletter Vol. 53, No.2 5

http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/city-directory-abbreviations.html
http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/city-directory-abbreviations.html


August 2025
● Browse images by surname. Make sure you review the entire list of people with the same 

surname of your ancestor. Check the names against your family tree and you may be able to 
fill in some gaps. 

● What is the date of the directory? Keep in mind that the information listed in a directory was 
often collected up to one year PRIOR to the date list on the cover of the directory. A 1908 
directory could show where your ancestor lived in 1907. Check the front/back pages of the 
directory to see how information was collected. 

● Don’t ignore the Table of Contents! You will be surprised at what is actually contained in a 
directory by consulting the “TOC.” Often there will be a list of street names, lists of churches, 
fraternal and charitable organizations, and more. 

● Search by address. Once you’ve located an ancestor at a specfic address, use that address 
to search other directories in the same town or city.  

● Beware address changes! Many cities “reconfigured” their address schema or street grid at 
some point. This usually occurred as cities grew. The address listed in a directory in 1908 may 
not correspond to the current address. 

● Understand the abbreviations. While most abbreviations were standardized across 
directories (“w” or “wd” for widow, “bd” for “boarder”), check the front or back of the directory for 
a list of abbreviations. 

● Can’t find a directory for your small town? Locate the nearest larger town or city and check 
that directory. Often you will find that smaller villages and hamlets are included in the 
directories of larger cities. 

● Use Google Maps Street View. Once you’ve determined an address, check out the current 
view on Google Maps Street View and see if the building still exists. 

Resources 
● Ancestry – City and Area Directories 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/dir_city/  
● Ancestry – US City Directories 1822-1995 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469  
● City Directory Abbreviations – GenealogyInTime Magazine 

http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/city-directory-abbreviations.html  
● Don’s List 

http://www.donslist.net/PGHLookups/Dir1Win.shtml  
● Fold3 – City Directories, 1778 -1926 

https://go.fold3.com/citydirectories  
● Digital Public Library of America – Directories 

https://dp.la/search?q=city%20directories  
● Findmypast – Directories and Social History 

https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records-in-directories-and-social-history  
● Google Books 

https://books.google.com/  
● Google Maps Street View 

https://mapstreetview.com/  

CCGS Newsletter Vol. 53, No.2 6

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/dir_city/
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2469
http://www.genealogyintime.com/dictionaries/city-directory-abbreviations.html
http://www.donslist.net/PGHLookups/Dir1Win.shtml
https://go.fold3.com/citydirectories
https://dp.la/search?q=city%2520directories
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records-in-directories-and-social-history
https://books.google.com/
https://mapstreetview.com/


August 2025
● Hathi Trust 

https://www.hathitrust.org/  
● Internet Archive – Directories  

https://archive.org/search.php?query=directory  
● Library of Congress – City Directories Online 

https://www.loc.gov/search/?in=&q=city+directory&new=true  
● Library of Congress – City Directories on Microfilm 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/microform/uscity/  
● MyHeritage City Directories 

https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10705/us-city-directories  
● Online Historical Directories 

https://sites.google.com/site/onlinedirectorysite/Home/  
● The Newberry Library – City Directories  

https://newberry.org/city-directories  
● Trulia – Real Estate Listings 

https://www.trulia.com  
● United States Directories – FamilySearch Wiki 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Directories  
● Zillow - Real Estate Listings 

https://www.zillow.com 
©2025, copyright Thomas MacEntee. All rights reserved. For more information, please visit 
Genealogy Bargains at https://genealogybargains.com.] 

Grandma Stories 
Lucy Larson Perry 

Grandmother of Sara Metcalf 

 Lucy Mable Larson was born on the 9th of September 1892 in Naperville, Illinois, as the middle child 
of 12 children. She was raised on farms and was accustomed to hard work and staying busy. Lucy’s parents 
both had been born in Denmark and spoke Danish at home. 
 One day, Lucy’s brother Christ brought home a young man named Marshall Perry, a friend who 
worked with him on a neighboring farm. Lucy and Marshall had known each other for 2-3 years before they 
got married. Lucy borrowed a white dress to get married in, however, problems arose. Her mother would 
not permit the marriage, because she felt that Marshall was not very healthy and would die young. On the 
day they were to be married, her mother suspected something was up, so she did her best to keep Lucy 
busy. Lucy traded chores with her sister for an easier job, then slipped out of the house to town, and took 
the train to Naperville. Marshall was waiting at his sister’s home where they were to be married. As the 
couple was about to say their "I do's," they could see Lucy’s mother leaving the train in hopes of stopping 
the marriage. They lived with Marshall’s sister for several months after they were married. 
 “In the year of 1914, October the 10th we [were] blessed with two little twin girls whose names were 
Irene Myrtle and Lorene Gladys Perry. To our [sorrow] Irene passed away at the age of three weeks. Lorene 
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was taken to the hospital. Irene weighed four pounds at birth and Lorene three and a half pounds. Lorene 
was kept in the hospital until she weighed five pounds. To our joy [and] delight we were blessed again on 
October the 12th, 1916 with a baby boy named Robert Marshall Perry.” ~Lucy Perry 
 When Marshall went to work for the railroad in Cicero, Illinois, Lucy and Marshall moved into 
someone's garage for lack of time and a house. Lorene and Robert were small. It was winter, snowy, and 
freezing cold. They had a wood stove for cooking and heat. One evening the storm was so severe and the 
garage so cold, that they wore extra clothes, boots, and coats. Marshall went out to get more wood. Lucy 
was so depressed, and baby Robert was so fussy, that she felt something come over her. She felt if she just 
put the baby in the oven and shut the door, he'd be warm and wouldn’t cry. This feeling kept on for a few 
seconds, when suddenly she knew what she was thinking. She got up quickly, laid the baby down, and went 
to the door calling Marshall.  She had him come in while she went out and got wood. 
 Marshall and Lucy were blessed with 11 children: Lorene, Irene, Robert, Velma, Vivian, Milton, 
Clarissa, Harold, Lawrence, Mildred, and Shirley, however, Irene, Vivian, and Milton died as children.  
 Marshall and Lucy moved to Galesburg, Illinois, and into a big two-story house at 510 Monroe St. The 
first night there, they had only a few things set up and a bed in the living room. Marshall was working the 
graveyard shift on the railroad. Lucy went to bed with the babies beside her. During the night, she realized 
that the house was haunted because she heard footsteps and something rolling on the floor. Trying to 
discover the cause of this "haunting," Lucy called a man who had some talent on hauntings, reading cards 
and tea leaves. He came and held a seance. There were about 5 or 6 people there sitting around a circular 
table, hands flat, fingers spread apart, with little fingers touching. He then called the spirits of this house to 
come forth. Finally, there was a sound like straw being tossed, and crying and rustling coming from the 
kitchen. Lucy's baby was in the kitchen and began to fuss and then there was no more contact with the spirit. 
The man tried again, but got no contact. He told Lucy to fix a pot of tea, and he would read everyone’s tea 
leaves. In Lucy’s cup, he said he saw two small white graves. She said, "No, only one,” because she had 
buried three-month-old Milton that month. He looked again and said he saw two and then dropped the 
subject. Later that month, she buried Vivian, the baby that had fussed in the kitchen that night. Our records 
show the two babies were buried one month apart. Milton died of pneumonia on 21 Jan 1922. Vivian, the 
baby in the kitchen, died on 24 Feb 1922. 
 Marshall and Lucy were introduced to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints by a friend. In 
1926, Marshall and Lucy and 10 other couples travelled to Nauvoo, Illinois, to be baptized in the Mississippi 
River. They arrived in Nauvoo Saturday evening and spent the night in Carthage Jail, where the LDS 
prophet, Joseph Smith had been shot and killed. On Sunday after breakfast, they were baptized in the river, 
then returned to the jail. That evening, they were confirmed as members of the church. On Sunday, they 
stayed the night again in the jail and returned home to their children on Monday. 
 In the 1940s Marshall and Lucy separated, although they never divorced. Marshall stayed back East, 
retiring from work due to health problems. In January 1943, Lucy traveled to Vancouver, WA, and enrolled 
the children in school, then returned to Illinois. Lucy sent her children, Velma, Shirley, Mildred, and 
Lawrence, ahead out West in her car. Lorene and Robert, being married, stayed in Illinois. Velma rented a 
house in Burton Homes in a row of government duplexes, and worked in the shipyards as a welder. Lucy 
came out by train in February 1943, and began working at the shipyards as a janitress. She rode a cattle 
truck to and from work at the shipyards. After Burton Homes was torn down in 1945, Lucy lived in 
McLoughlin Heights until 1954. 
CCGS Newsletter Vol. 53, No.2 8
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 In September 1954, Lucy left Vancouver to go to Alaska with her daughter Shirley and son-in-law 
Henry. Lucy went to work babysitting for a lady making $6 a week. While in Alaska, the family lived in a small 
one-bedroom cabin. Lucy and her granddaughter Colleen slept in the living room. 
 In 1956 Lucy bought the Toy Town Nursery at 415 4th Avenue in Fairbanks, and the family moved in. 
In September of 1958, Marshall died of TB and was buried in Vancouver, Washington. Lucy came back to 
Vancouver for Marshall’s funeral and stayed two weeks. In July of 1959, she sold the nursery and came back 
to Vancouver. 
 When Lucy came back from Alaska, her granddaughter, Dawn, remembers Lucy bringing her and the 
younger granddaughters Eskimo dolls. Sharon remembers that Marsha, and Louwanna (older 
granddaughters) and she each received a gold nugget necklace. On Louwanna’s birthday, Lucy sent her an 
Indian belt with the word Alaska beaded into it.  Sharon received a pair of mukluks from Lucy when her son 
was born. Lucy had a cake delivered to her daughter Mildred and son-in-law Noph in Vancouver the day she 
returned from Alaska. It had gold nuggets and a scene of Alaska on it. How she managed to get it here is a 
mystery. 
 For 10 years, throughout her 70s and into her 80s, Lucy took dance lessons and danced in 
competitions with the Fred Astaire Studios and the Arthur Murray Studio. She won many trophies, (around 
18 of them!!) for her dancing and had the opportunity to dance in many beautiful gowns. She enjoyed 
taking her granddaughters into her spare bedroom to show them her new dress and pretty shoes that she 
would be planning to wear at a party or competition.  It was wonderful... she was like a young girl enjoying 
all the finery!! She also enjoyed the costume parties. She once attended one as an alley cat, and if you can 
picture this ... she went to one dressed as the gangster, Al Capone!!! 

 At age 72, Lucy wanted to ride a motorcycle! Grandson Cliff gave her a ride. 
No, she didn't ride in the back hanging on for dear life! Lucy sat in the front and let 
Cliff sit in the back and reach around her to help her steer the motorcycle!! 
 As an example to all of us, Lucy was a hard worker. She cooked and baked and 
canned foods for herself and others well into what most of us would call our "old 
age" or “retirement” years. Lucy wasn't into sewing or knitting or crocheting. Her 
pies, bread, and cooking made up for all the rest. While a wife and a mother, she 
baked 12 loaves of bread twice a week. Her daughters’ boyfriends always seemed to 
be visiting when it was baking day, so they could have some of Lucy’s delicious 
homemade bread! 
 Lucy was nearly 100 years old before she stopped living by herself and moved 

in with her daughter, Clarissa. Lucy passed away on the 28th of May 1996 at the age of 103, leaving 29 
grandchildren, an ever-growing number of descendants, and a legacy to aspire to. 
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FAMILY STORIES 

I would love to have your family stories for our newsletter.  We prefer a one page story with an 
attached jpg picture.  This could be a story about anyone in your family who you would like to give a 
tribute: parents, grandparents, etc.  Email to bearitter@centurylink.net.  I will send the final copy for 
your approval.   I appreciate all of the Grandma stories you have shared.   Bea Ritter 
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Clark County Genealogical Society 
3205 NE 52nd St. 
Vancouver, WA 98663-1918 
CHANGE ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CCGS Meetings and Programs 
August 3 Unfocused Genealogy, 1-3 p.m. (meets virtually)
August 7 Legacy Users Group, 10 a.m.- 12noon (meets virtually) 
August 7 Research Book Club Focus Group, 12 noon - 1:30 p.m. (meets virtually)
August 12 Saving Stories Focus Group, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (in person)
August 14 Board Meeting, 10a.m.- 12 noon (meets in person)
August 21 Travel Research Preparation, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)
August 21 Family Tree Maker Focus Group, 12 noon - 2 p.m.. (in person)
August 25  Deadline for September Newsletter 

No General Meeting in August
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