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President’s Message

Paula Schoenlein

| am just completing the first year of my two-year term as
President of the Clark County Genealogical Society. Time has
flown by, and | am extremely grateful to everyone who
continues to support and assist me in my endeavors as your
society president.

We have one more class scheduled for this year’s
educational series, and | am still seeking an interested
individual to take on the position of Education Director for the
upcoming season. If you think you might be this person, please
contact me at paulas@ccgswa.org.

| hope that everyone enjoys their summer, and while you
are out and about, please come visit our library and see what'’s
new.

Have a great summer and happy ancestor hunting!!

Extreme Heat Advisory

When the temperatures rise above 90*, please call and make
sure the library is open. It is up to the discretion of the
librarians on duty to decide whether the library stays open or
closes early. Thank-you!

Membership Report
Elaine Meis

We have three new members. Please welcome:

Connor Stratton
Sanya Stratton
Karen South
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July 2025
Special Interest and 1st Tuesday LearningSeries —
Focus Groups July 1st, 10-11:30 a.m.
Family Tree Maker Users: Shereé Genealogical
ECEmEs Travel Revelations

Legacy Users: Brian Runyan .
Research Book Club: Paula & Disasters

Schoenlein

Presented by Paula
Saving Stories: Marcia Grubb Schoenlein
Scandinavian: o I - e s R e
Travel Research Preparation: Paula Moderated by Marcia Grubb

Unfocused: Lowell Kenedy This class can be summed up as “see how bad it can be, but

here are practical and logical planning tips and suggestions.”

This fun and interactive presentation is based upon actual travel disasters to be presented by several
people. Each will share their own travel disaster outcomes. Paula will use her travel preparation leadership
skills to offer tips and suggestions for future travel planning. While we all plan and prepare, keeping our

sense of humor helps greatly when travel doesn’t go as planned.

Pre-registration for classes is encouraged! Register for any class in the library or by calling 360-750-5688.
You can also register online. Members $15; non-members $20.

Celebration of Life for Jeanine Bailiff
Saturday, Aug 9, 2025, at Hazel Dell Community Park at 1 pm.

YouTube Channel

Check out a couple of new videos on YouTube. Proving My Mayflower Heritage by Stephen Poulsen and
Break Brick Walls Through Collaboration with Valorie Cowan-Zimmerman, click here: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCGDC3i77QJVS2fy8LrHIFYw and you will be taken you to our YouTube

Channel where you can view them.

New on Ancestry

Ancestry has released 479 new ancestral journeys that stretch across Central and Eastern Europe, including
countries like Austria, Hungary, Poland and more. See if your ancestors are included in these updates, plus
learn how they could help pinpoint your roots, map out your lineage, and expand your research.

Come visit the CCGS library, we have Ancestry for you to use in our resource room!

Ouir librarians would love to help you find your ancestors.
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July 2025

History Beneath the Headstones Tour

Friday, July 11,2025 — 6:30 pm
Brush Prairie Cemetery
11315 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver, WA

Sponsored by Ft Vancouver Chapter, Daughters of the American
Revolution

Suggested Donation is $5 per person — Cash, Venmo, Zelle
Donations will go to support the preservation and maintenance of

Veteran's graves at this cemetery.

Come take a guided tour though this local cemetery.

Hear the history & stories of pioneers who lived & died in Clark County.
This tour lasts about 90 minutes and is for all ages.

Also, learn about the upcoming ceremony provided in partnership with Ft. Vancouver Daughters of the
American Revolution, American Vets and Sons of the American Revolution, which will be held on Sunday,
July 13, 2025 (also at this cemetery), to honor Veterans buried here. There will be no charge to attend this
ceremony and the public is invited to attend.

Your tour guide will be Peri Muhich from “My Buried History”.

To reserve a spot call or text 360-772-3425

Please note that the ground is at times uneven and there are no public restrooms available at the Cemetery.

Looking for Education Chairperson or Co-Chairs

We are seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic individual or two to serve as Education Chair and/or Co-
Chair for our genealogical society. This vital volunteer role involves planning, coordinating, and promoting

educational opportunities to support and inspire our members in their family history research.

Responsibilities:

e Develop and implement a yearly calendar of educational programs, workshops, and seminars.

e Identify and invite speakers, instructors, or facilitators on topics relevant to genealogy and historical
research.

e Manage logistics for educational events, both virtual and in-person.
e Gather feedback and assess the effectiveness of programs to continually improve offerings.

Qualifications:

ePassion for genealogy and lifelong learning.

eStrong organizational and communication skills.

eExperience in event planning or education (formal or informal) is an
asset.

*Ability to work collaboratively with volunteers and outside presenters.
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July 2025

Washington State Library’s Research WASHINGTON
. . Secretary of State
Library Closed to Public July 1, 2025 e

On the final day of the 2025 legislative session, the State
Legislature passed the 2025-2027 Operating Budget without including the $6.7 million requested to
support library operations. As a result, the Washington State Library research room will be closed to the
public beginning July 1, 2025, until further notice. Limited services will continue to be provided by available
staff.
Have materials checked out?
Please return them to the blue book drop located at the back of the library building at 6880 Capitol Blvd.
SE, Tumwater, WA.
Reference services
Reference services are available by email at askalibrarian@sos.wa.gov or leave a voicemail at 360-704-5221.

Please allow up to one week for a response. If you have specific research needs, feel free to contact us—we
will do our best to assist you.

Research appointments

Research appointments are suspended until further notice.

Databases

A variety of newspaper databases will continue to be available through our website and can be accessed
with your Washington State Library card. Don't have a card? Apply for a library card.

Digital Skills Training Resources

Digital skills training resources will still be available to Washingtonians with a local or State Library card.

Don't have a card? Apply for a library card.

Interlibrary loan
If you need an item from one of our circulating collections, please contact your local public library to borrow
from us using interlibrary loan.

. Timberland Regional Library

. Pierce County Library System

. King County Library System
. Seattle Public Library
Materials not loaned

Rare and special collections materials, territorial materials, northwest microfilm, copy one of state
publications, most reference materials, and some superseded/historical reference materials. If you need

information from a non-circulating item, contact us at 360-704-5221 or askalibrarian@sos.wa.gov

Newspapers on microfilm

Newspapers on microfilm are available through interlibrary loan. Each library may request up to ten reels
per customer per library. Microfilm is loaned for in-library use only.

Federal and State Publication Depositories

Federal and State publications that are available for checkout will circulate through interlibrary loan.

If you need a publication that does not circulate, contact us at 360-704-5221 or askalibrarian@sos.wa.gov

Visit the GPO website to find a Federal Depository Library near you.
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l&“%
A GENEALOGY LIBRARY

Genealogical Records Found in the New England States
presented by Jennifer Warner

New England is the oldest distinguished region of the United States. Because of its long history,
many records are available to trace your New England roots. You will learn research resources and
methodologies to find information on your ancestors.
Thursday, July 10, 2025, 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon

Introducing American Ancestors
presented by Claire Vail

This program introduces the viewer to American Ancestors - who we are, what we do, and how we
can help you. With a focus on what is available to virtual viewers, the program talks about navigating the
website, exploring the databases, finding subject guides, research templates and more.
Thursday July 24, 2025, 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon

The records housed by NARA at Seattle — more than just the census!
presented by Eric Flores

This presentation will be about the records maintained by NARA and an overview of some of the
unique record groups help at the National Archives at Seattle. Also, how and which materials can be
requested online or via email.
When: Thursday, August 7, 2025, 11:00 a.m.to 12 noon

Where: Zoom and limited In-Person (8)
Cost: $20 members/$25 non-members
Register at: https://hqrl.com/store.php?cid=9&sid=1

Are the National Archives closing?

There have been A LOT of rumors going around about the National

Archives restricting access to their records in July. | wanted to address those

rumors and clarify what's going on. NATIONAL
The short answer is no, the National Archives is NOT closing or ARCHIVES

restricting access to their records. The source of this rumor came from
an announcement from the National Archives a couple days ago.

This poorly worded announcement made by the National Archives caused a
lot of confusion (and anger) among the general public because it made it sound
like they were restricting access to their records in July. This is not the case.

ARCHIVES.GOV
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% FEEFHS

2025 Online Genealogy
Conference Program

The 2025 conference covers the following
tracks:

Polish Track (10 classes)

Russian Empire / USSR Track (10 classes)
Germans from Eastern Europe Track (7 classes)
German Track (12 classes)

Austro-Hungarian Empire Track (12 classes)
Jewish Track (6 classes)

DNA Track (3 classes)

General Track (8 classes)

July 2025

Foundation for East European
Family History Studies
August 6-8, 2025

¢ Nationally & Internationally Recognized
Speakers & Specialists

* Up to 24 Classes per Day

e Four Class Options per Time Slot

e Opportunities to get Research Questions
Answered Live

e Full Syllabus of Speaker Handouts

All classes presented on Zoom

To see description of class offerings and register
please go to: https://feefhs.org/

conference-2025/presentations-with-summary

Summer Dangers and Your Photos

Each season brings its own challenges for preserving your family’s photographs, but summer might be the

most underestimated of all.

We think of summer as a time for making memories—vacations, celebrations, backyard barbecues. But it's

also a time when heat, humidity, and severe storms can quietly wreak havoc on the memories we've already

captured.
Let's talk about what that means:

« Heat can distort and fade photographs, especially those stored in high-temperature spaces like attics

or closed-off rooms.

«  Humidity invites mold, mildew, and stuck-together album pages. Even photos that look fine today

may deteriorate faster than expected in a damp environment.

+ Storms—whether summer rain, hurricanes, or unexpected flooding—can sweep through in minutes,

leaving water damage and heartbreak behind.

I've worked with families who've opened a box of photos only to find a sticky mess of prints or albums

warped beyond repair. It's heartbreaking, and unfortunately, often preventable. That's why | always remind

people: photo preservation isn't just about the past. It's about protecting the stories you hope to pass down.

This summer, while you're making new memories, take a moment to protect the ones already captured. Your

future self (and your family) will thank you.

M aw'_w/r:?a%/(_)q
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Rewvolution or Gold

What Sent the French fo
e e Caltformio?

SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2025
FROM 1:00 PM TO 2:30 PM

SPEAKER ANNE MORDDEL

Learn about the forces that brought French gold workers and others to build a large community
in 19th century San Francisco.

As an added bonus from June 12 to July 12, receive access to four introductory lessons on
French genealogy records, when you register for the lecture.

1. History of French Parish and Civil Registrations
2. Birth and Death Registrations

3. Marriage Registrations

4. Online Resources

Register Now

-,
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California Genealogical Society isit e At
2201 Broadway, Suite 112 CaliforniaAn ( " .()‘r )

R .aliforniaAncestors.Org
Oakland, California 94612 - &
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Grandma Stories

Athelene Augusta Fisher

Paternal Grandmother of Stephen Robert Poulsen

Athelene Augusta Fisher was born in Port Angeles Washington, on April 2, 1894. Her father was Elmer
Ellsworth Fisher and her mother, Mary Augusta Corgan. Her father owned and operated the first pharmacy
in Port Angeles and he represented Clallam County, serving two terms (1909 and 1911) in the Washington
State Legislature. Her grandfather was Herman Fisher an early pioneer,
who settled in Washington when it was still a territory and not yet a state.

In 1910 Athelene played on the Port Angeles High School girls’
basketball team (far right). It seems they had just enough girls to field a
team.

For a time, she attended Washington State

University. In 1915 she married Paul Thomas Poulsen who came to
Washington from Round Hill, Virginia. Together they had two children, Paul EImer Poulsen and Donald Niels
Poulsen.

Athelene’s father, grandfather and a few other relatives homesteaded property on Lake Crescent and Lake
Sutherland near Port Angeles.

Family gatherings at the cabin on Lake Sutherland usually coincided with summer holidays and always
meant picnics, swimming and boating. As a kid growing up in the 1950's and 1960’s, it was a magical place
full of great times. On one of these holiday weekends, | remember my grandmother and | venturing out
together, just the two of us. At the time, | wasn't quite sure as to the significance of what we were doing - it
was just nice to be with her. We ended up at Ocean View Cemetery sprucing up her father's grave marker
and leaving flowers for him and others. It was a Memorial Day weekend.

| credit my grandmother Poulsen for getting me one of the coolest Christmas presents ever for a kid at the
time - a small transistor radio! | never went anywhere without it.

| am fortunate and proud that we share the same birthday.

She passed away in 1976 and is now at Mount Angeles Memorial Park in Port Angeles Washington.
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July 2025
Elizabeth Ellen Pontine

Maternal Grandmother of Stephen Robert Poulsen
Elizabeth Ellen Pontine was born in Pysht, Washington, on February 17, 1908. Pysht is only a memory now -
the town does not exist anymore!

Her father was Otto Pontine and her mother was Margaret Stange. Her father
came to America from Sweden and her

mother’s family came to America from
Germany. The Pontine family had seven
children. A few are pictured here with
Elizabeth (front row, left).

In 1924 Elizabeth married Chester Leroy
Stanley. They had three children, June,

Robert and Gregory. The Stanley family

lived in Port Angeles Washington, for a
time. Later they had a dairy farm in Enumclaw, Washington, and after that

=l they moved to Cloverdale, California. Chester died in 1953. To support
herself and her family, Elizabeth watched children.

As a young boy | remember going to visit my grandmother in California, usually in the summer after school
was out. One trip was just my mother and me on a Greyhound Bus. The trip was long with constant stops in
one town after another all the way there. On another trip, my dad drove the whole family down Highway 101
through the Redwoods. Whenever we would arrive in Cloverdale, | was always instantly aware of the heat -
California was much different than Washington.

Grandma Stanley was a voracious reader. | like to think that | got my love for reading from her. While visiting
one summer, | remember venturing into her garage and finding boxes and boxes of paperback books to
look through. Her favorites seemed to be mysteries with authors like Agatha Christie and Erle Stanley
Gardner. Elizabeth’s oldest brother was a reader too. | have a couple of his books in my possession,
including a book written by PT. Barnum (yes, the Circus guy). That book, Wild Beasts, Birds and Reptiles of
the World, must have been a treasure to its first owner (who neatly signed his name in the inside cover).

One summer Grandma Stanley taught me how to play the card game Canasta. We had so much fun playing
it over and over - all summer long. Once she made some fried potatoes for me that | will never forget.
Instead of normal hash browns made with a shredder, she made hers using the peeler. The thinly peeled
slices were fried in bacon grease - wow, those were so good.

She passed away in 1983 and is now at Mount Angeles Memorial Park in Port Angeles, Washington.

FAMILY STORIES

| would love to have your family stories for our newsletter. We prefer a one page story with an attached
jpg picture. This could be a story about anyone in your family who you would like to give a tribute:
parents, grandparents, etc. Email to bearitter@centurylink.net. | will send the final copy for your approval.
| appreciate all of the Grandma stories you have shared. Bea Ritter
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Clark County Genealogical Society

3205 NE 52nd St.

Vancouver, WA 98663-1918
CHANGE ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

July 2025

July 1

July 3
July 4
July 7
July 7
July 12
July 14
July 21
July 21
July 25

CCGS Meetings and Programs

« »

First Tuesday Education Session “,” 10-11:30 pm “Genealogical Travel Revelations &
Disatsers”

Unfocused Genealogy, 1-3 p.m. (meets virtually)

Independence Day

Legacy Users Group, 10 a.m.- 12noon (meets virtually)

Research Book Club Focus Group, 12 noon - 1:30 p.m. (meets virtually)

Saving Stories Focus Group, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (in person)

Board Meeting, 10a.m.- 12 noon (meets in person)

Travel Research Preparation, 10 a.m. - 12 noon (in person)

Family Tree Maker Focus Group, 12 noon - 2 p.m.. (in person)

Deadline for July Newsletter

No General Meeting in July
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