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Zion National Park – April 2022 
Marcia, Isaac and Grant Grubb 

 
Travel is part of family life – whether 
across the street or across state lines.  
Family visits bring out some of the best 
stories, destinations and family.   Today’s 
photos become tomorrows family history. 
 

 
Inside this Issue    9th century travel modes led to 
my very revealing family research for the story Any 
Mariners in Your Family Tree?  This short article also 
contains useful search tips. Enjoy! 
 
A Dream Dinner Party Guest – is a very intriguing 
question, more on page 7.    
 
Jane Germann penned a note about her work on the The 
Vancouver Independent see page 66.   
 
Bea Ritter’s final installments of 50 Yeaars of History 
and Tribute to Society Officers begin on page 8 AND 
there are still a few more of her CCGS History books 
available for sale.   
 
TB Volume 49 continues our tradition of collecting and 
publishing pioneer stories and articles from  
Clark County as well as from the wider Pacific 
Northwest region.  Pioneer family stories hold clues for 
each succeeding generation and we are pleased to share 
every new family story.    
 

 
While history and preservation is always essential to the Trail Breakers mission statement, the digital 
age is upon us so with this issue we begin to deliver our Trail Breakers stories to more readers via our 
YouTube channel Clark County Research Library.  This YouTube channel creative process has been a 
challenge but we look forward to having not only the Trail Breaker stories, but also Gallery of 
Grandmothers and the Family Foto Stories come together into one accessible digital format. . 
  
Further all CCGS members may review this latest Trail Breakers issue not only in the Library, but 
members will also receive a direct link via email to TB Volume 49 from home.  All past issues are also 
available on our website at www.ccgs-wa.org    
 
 
  

YouTube – Clark County Research Library 
Facebook – Clark County Genealogical Library 

Website – www.ccgs-wa.org 
  

 
 

http://www.ccgs-wa.org/
http://www.ccgs-wa.org/
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Clark County Genealogial Society History Preservation 
Team 
Since 1974 the Trail Breakers, in keeping with our CCGS mission statement, has collected, 
preserved and published Clark County heritage.  Do you value historical preservation?  If 
so, the editorial team asks you to join the Clark County History Preservation Team.  There 
are so many more Clark County historical records that require preservation; locating them 
is as simple as telephoning!   Looking forward to any questions.  Email:  marcia@ccgswa.org 

 
 

 
Sharon Cleveland, Sandy Thompson, Marcia Grubb and Linda Heglin at  
Gallery of Grandmothers display during 50 Years Picnic in August 2022. 

 
 

Gallery of Grandmothers – Preservation Project Continues 
 
During our 50 Years Celebration picnic, our Gallery of Grandmothers display was 
wonderfully welcomed with so many loving comments and lingering reading of each 
amazing grandmother story.   These are our grandmothers’ stories, our family stories as 
well as the history of our community.  It is history well worth saving.   
 
The original Gallery of Grandmothers display photos and text will be first digitized and 
then preserved into a scrapbook for in-library access.  The digital copies will be made 
available for eventual on-line access as well as for YouTube vlog presentations.  Family 
privacy protocols and permissions will be observed.   One of our long time members sent 
us her hand-written story asking if her grandmother could also be included and so here is 

mailto:marcia@ccgswa.org
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another amazing story. 

 
 

Frances Alfaretta “Peggy” Snyder Allen 
1886-1954 

Peggy was born to Reverend Sanford Snyder and Jane Eliza “Jennie” Kerr in Baxter 
Springs, Cherokee, Kansas.  One family story she liked to tell was that her mother cooked 
a meal for some men and was paid in gold.  Lake it was learned that they were the Dalton 
Gang.  The family returned to Michigan where the Kerrs and Snyders had settled, then 
moved on to Montana and Oregon. 
 
In June 1904, my “Granny” began a new life.  She graduated from Jacksonville High 
School (Oklahoma), turned 18 and wed Robert H. Allen.  He was a childhood friend from 
Michigan.  She had married a railroad man, but in 1906, he started a trial period as a 
Methodist preacher.  So began forty years at ministerial duties starting with many small 
towns in Oregon.  Life was very hard, even having to live in a woodshed while in college 
until rent money was available. 
 
Both graduated from Kimball College of Theology, Willamette University, Salem, 
Oregon in June 1914.  Reverend Robert Allen also graduated from WU.  Peggy was the 
class secretary and she was also the first woman graduate of Kimball College.  She never 
took to the pulpit, but she played the organ, taught Sunday School and was beside her 
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husband for 42 years. 
 
The year of 1914 brought them their only child.  Winifred Allen Rolling.  By then, 
Granny was not only a P.K. (“Preacher’s Kid”) was she was also the mother of a P.K.  
She once wrote a letter to The Oregonian newspaper “Defending Preacher’s Kid” in 
rebuttal to an article re: a double standard for P.K.s.  One other letter was written in re: to 
ex-president’s pensions. 
 
Granny was small in stature, but big in her values.  She was never adverse to expressing 
her opinions on a myriad of subjects, but always in a respectful manner.  She was a sweet 
and loving lady to everyone and talented in so many ways. 
My sister and I got to spend some summers with her helping with church activities, 
summer camp, the chickens, Fibber McGee and Molly, and the vegetable garden where 
she saved a row of raw peas just for me and cooked home-made noodles, our favorite.  
She could and did it all. 
 
During her lifetime, she resided in six states and about 30 towns.  She sent greeting cards 
and letters to keep in touch.  During 1932 and 1934, both our families lived in the same 
towns and both grand-daughters were born with the grandparents nearby. 
 
After the death of her husband in 1946, Granny moved to Vancouver.  Here she had a 
small home, the only one she had ever owned.  During her last 8 years, she was able to be 
present for 2 high school graduations and the wedding of one granddaughter.  She 
enjoyed playing the pump organ often, especially for her daughter’s birthday 
celebrations, and singing and decorating for Christmas. 
 
On January 9, 1954, Reverend Frances A. Allen passed away in Vancouver at the age of 
67 years.  She is with her husband in the Elmwood Cemetery, Toppenish, Yakima, 
Washington. 

Barbara Redwing 
 

A Dream Dinner Party Guest – Who Would You Invite? 
A dream dinner guest would be my 4th great grandmother, Polly Jenkins  

Dunham.  When the British were raiding her family home, it was said that she 
watched from her second floor window while her husband chaseed the musket 
carrying 1812 Redcoats, and that she hollered out to her neighbor, “the laundry 

can wait, I’m waiting here to see if one of those Redcoats kills Nathan.”      
Nathan prevailed and they had 5 children after that infamous British Raid. 

For your dream dinner party, is there a spirited woman in your  
family whose story you want to know and deserves telling?  



Trail Breakers – Vol. 49 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Vancouver, Washington 

 
 

 

8 

 
50 YEARS OF HISTORY 

Part III:  2000-2022 
 
2000: Launched in 2000, Gen Chat on the internet was staffed by members Patricia McKee Bauer and Nancy Elder 
Petersen on Thursday evenings from 6:45 to 9:00.  They hosted visitors from many states who gave a "helping hand" 
with genealogy research break down "brick walls."   Visitors could enter questions on the site at any time, but 
discussions and answers were presented during "chat" times.  Pat and Nancy and other visitors researched and posted 
answers and suggestions to questions that were posted.  After the "Chat" time ended, Pat posted a transcript of the 
discussion on the CCGS website.  A complete list of  past transcripts was available to be accessed at any time.  The Gen 
Chat weekly sessions ended in 2010 because of lack of participation.   Discussions available:  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~waccgs/p3424.htm. 
 

 
Nancy Petersen and Patricia Bauer,  Gen Chat Hostesses 

 
2000: The newsletter for the Society was published nine times a year: September, October, November, 
December/January, February, March, April, May, and June.  In 2000 Gene Kuechmann was the Editor, however, she 
had previously been the Editor from 1985 to 1989.  Two years later, Pat Bauer joined her as assistant-editor.   The 
newsletter focused on upcoming events, classes, seminars, focus groups, and messages from officers.    It spotlighted 
members, listed resources and new books available in the library, and had suggestions for genealogists.   Originally 
the newsletter was mailed to members, now most get it by email.  Gene and Pat continued to produce the newsletter 
until 2012 when Alice Allen took over.  She is still our editor in 2022.   Other Editors included Maxine Inman, Kitty 
Oman, Jan Maser, Evelyn Maloney, Sylvia Forgette, Doris Wastradowski, Lois Kullberg, and Barbara Peters. 
 

                 
Editors:  Gene Kuechmann and Alice Allen 

 
2v001: Jane Germann attended a quilt show at the Bandon Historical Society and saw a quilt that was used as a 
fundraiser.  Since CCGS was then paying rent for their library space, she felt creating a quilt with "books" to sell would 
make a good fund raiser.  She sewed a large quilt banner with an image of a large bookshelf with books, scrolls, and 
other items on the shelves.   Members could purchase a "book" for $50 to honor or memorialize a family member or 
friend.  Jane created a brick foundation for the names of their 15 Founders.  Each year volunteers who had contributed 
in special ways to the Society  had their names sewn on books.  Later generous donors were also honored on the quilt.  
This quilt project became so popular that Jane had to sew a panel on each side with images of more shelves, books and 
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objects for space to honor volunteers, donors and memorial books.   

 
Jane Germann with quilt in 2017. Jeanine Bailiff, trip organizer and Sunshine Lady. 

 
2002: Membership reached a peak of 677 members.  Classes and seminars were attracting many people interested 
in researching their family histories.  They had to find large rooms for space for their meetings, seminars and classes.   
 
March 20, 2004   Spring Seminar was held at the Washington State School for the Deaf.  Speaker was Dr. John Philip 
Colletta, one of America's most popular genealogy lecturers.  He was on the faculty of Samford University, Salt Lake 
Institute, and Boston University, and worked for the Library of Congress and National Archives.   He had also written a 
number of books on historical information.  His theme was " A Day with the Feds" and his topics were Passenger 
Arrival Records, Naturalization Records, Federal Court Records and Lesser Used Federal Records.  A quote from Dr. 
Colletta, "Genealogy is much more than the enthralling detective work of unearthing a long-forgotten past.  It's a journey 
of self-discovery.  The more you learn about who your ancestors were, the more you learn about who you are." 
 
2005: In March that year the Society began leasing the space next to its library.  The Society furnished the space 
with tables and chairs that would accommodate a group of 100 people.  They used it for their meetings, classes, 
seminars and work projects.  When not used by the Society, the room was rented to other groups.   
 
March 19, 2005:   The spring seminar was held at the Washington State School for the Deaf on Evergreen Boulevard.  
Special speaker was Cyndi Howells, creator of Cyndi's List which had over 200,000 online resources.   Her topics were 
Googling for Grandma, Evaluating Web Sites, and 10 Commandments of Internet Genealogy.  She is still a national 
lecturer on genealogy research and online sources. 
 
2005: In October a group of Society members made their first research trip to Allen County Library in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  The trip was organized by member Jennifer Warren.  
 
2006:   In October Society members made their annual trip to Salt Lake City, Utah, to spend a week in the Family 
History Library.  It was organized by Jeanine Bailiff and Clarissa Farnsworth.  Ethel Boggs taught a class during the 
summer to help people use the FHL card catalog to make a list of films and books to search.  A group of about 20 
people met at the home of Clarissa for an orientation of the library.  Jeanine advised that the members needed to have 
a list of who they were researching, what records they already had, and what they wanted to find.  Members were 
responsible for their own transportation.  Most members stayed at the Carlton Hotel with a group discount, and were 
treated with a delicious breakfast and shuttle service to and from the library.  The Family History Library held an 
Orientation meeting on the first morning to acquaint everyone with the layout, resources and available services at the 
library.  On the last evening, the group gathered for dinner at a nearby restaurant to share their "successes."   

 
November 3, 2007:  The 35th Anniversary Celebration was enjoyed by over 75 people at the CCGS Annex.  Special 
guests were Founders Lois Bauman and Janice Fillman.   Presentations were given by Carol Clark, Sandy 
Thompson, Dorothy Wear, Larry Dean, and Lethene Parks, and a musical presentation by Dorothy Dougherty.   A 
delicious spaghetti luncheon was cooked and served by President Garry Lucas using his “special sauce” recipe.  
Dorothy Dougherty ordered the beautifully decorated anniversary cake for dessert.  Tables were festively decorated 
in fall colors by Diana Cruz.  Drawings were held for 27 items, which garnered $438.  It was an enjoyable day and a 
good time was had by all. 
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Dolores Dougherty shared her Cowboy Band songs; Annex with Lethene Parks & Diana Cruz. 
 
2008: The Library Committee planned and supervised the operation of the library under the direction of the Library 
Director, Lethene Parks.   They held library training for volunteer librarians, and catalogued, organized, and 
inventoried materials in the library.  Many of them also served as librarians who helped patrons in their search for 
information on family histories.   

 
Library Committee 2008:  Front:  Barbara Baker, Karen Frost, Sandy Thompson, Carol Clark, Kara Lynn Rankin.  
Back:  Alice Allen, Elinor Perlich, Sherry Warren, Steve Cornick, Bill Whalley, Lillian Fullerton, Lethene Parks, 

Deanne Wilson. 
 

April 19, 2008:   The Spring Seminar was held in CCGS Education Annex from 9 am to 4 pm.   The 
speaker was Gary A. Zimmerman, a long-time University Administrator for Seattle University 
and Antioch University in Seattle.   He had been teaching others how to do genealogy research 
since the 1960s.  His topics were New England Research, Finding Germans in America, Canadian 
Online Research, and Quaker  Roots in Britain and America.  

                                           
 
          
April 2013:  The Sunday Message was first sent out by new member Mary McMonegal.  She 
included messages from the President, calendar of events in the library, links to seminars and other 
genealogical sites, and general information on the society.   This was a great tool to inform the 
membership, especially in the summer when the newsletter was not published.   Mary continues to 
provide this valuable service in 2022.   
 
 
2014    Membership stood at 325 members.   The Society library was staffed four days a week and 
one Saturday per month.   The Society had subscriptions to Ancestry.com and American Ancestors 
(NEGHS), which were accessible from library computers.  Trail Breakers publications were 
published annually by Editor Jane Germann.   Society members taught a series of genealogy classes 
each fall and spring.  They also presented several free Beginning classes.  Legacy's Webinars were 
presented each Wednesday in the Annex.  A group of users of the Legacy Genealogy Database 
program met the first Monday at the library.  William "Bill" Whalley was the facilitator.   
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2016 Finance Team:  Lowell Kenedy, Barbara Baker, Larry Germann, Eric Jordahl,  

 
June 18, 2016:    The CCGS Financial Team was recognized by Washington State Genealogical Society and given the 
Outstanding Team Award for maintaining the financial health of CCGS.  Team members were Treasurer Larry 
Germann, new Treasurer Eric Jordahl, Assistant Treasurer Lowell Kenedy and Recording Treasurer Barbara 
Baker.  They were each presented with a certificate. 
 
June 2016:   The Scandinavian Group took an outing to the Nordic Center in Portland.  Following a presentation by a 
staff member and tour of the facilities, the group had lunch at the Nordic Center restaurant.  Facilitator was Richard 
Engstrom.  They met on the second Thursday each month during the year for programs and research help.   Members 
have ancestors in Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland. 
 

 
CCGS Scandinavian Group at Nordic Center 

 
May 20, 2017:    Open House:  Salute to our Military on Armed Forces Day. The day was spent listening to ten-minute 
talks presented by Jeff Davis, President of the Vancouver Barracks Military Association, on Fort Vancouver gravesites, 
Marcia Grubb on mapping family history, Larry Dean on DNA Basics, and Barbara Schrag on military records 
available in the CCGS library.  Members enoyed the talks and the chance to share questions and successes.   
March 2018:  Clark County Genealogical Society finished a year-long project to digitize City of Vancouver tax ledgers 
from 1886 and 1891.  Lethene Parks & Brian Runyan were in charge of the project.  Brad Richardson of the Clark 
County Historical Museum loaned the equipment to digitize the ledgers.  WSU-V Intern Erin Enos, Lois Bosland and 
Ann Rowland worked on transcribing the ledgers and indexing them.  In May the Washington State Genealogical 
Society recognized them and presented them with a certificate for the "Exceptional Genealogical & Historical Project 
for 2018" for digitizing and indexing the 1886 and 1891 Tax Ledgers of City of Vancouver.   
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Bradley Richardson, Clark Co. Historical Museum, Erin Enos, WSU-V Intern, Robert Schimelpfenig, WSU-V 
Archivist, Tracy Rebstock, Washington State Archives, Brian Runyan, CCGS President, Lois Bosland & Ann 

Rowland, transcribers, Steve Fountain, WSU-V Professor, Lethene Parks, Project Coordinator. 
 

May 2018:    Spring Seminar was held at the Red Cross Building at the Ft. Vancouver Barracks.  Marcia Lawson 
Grubb oversaw the many details of the weekend event.  Speaker was David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist for 
New England Genealogical & Historical Society.  He was the honored guest at the Hudson Bay Company Gala 
Reception on Friday night.  The seminar was held on Saturday with a full house.  His topics were World War I Military, 
Great Migration Era Settlers, and  Probate  & Deed Record Research.  The seminar included the annual meeting of the 
Washington State Genealogical Society and presentation of their awards.  CCGS was presented an award for digitizing 
Tax Records. 
 

 
Tapestry panel of Governor Simpson raising Hudson Bay flag at Fort Vancouver.   

Sponsored by Jan & Steve Oliva.    
 
May 2018:  The Fort Vancouver Tapestry was displayed in the CCGS Library Annex during  the five days before 
Memorial Day.  The tapestry was a historic community project completed in 2005, designed by Eleanor Van De 
Water and Sherry Mowatt.  It was designed to promote historical, regional and artistic education through the 
creation and exhibition of legacy fiber arts in the Northwest.  It displayed the history of  Fort Vancouver and the 
surrounding area.  It was completed by 57 skilled stitchery workers, who contributed 100,000 hours over more than 5 
years.  It was made of 70 linen panels, using 111 wool yarn colors, and measured 28 inches by 108 feet.   Each panel 
had a sponsor to cover the material costs.   Our landlords William Hidden and Jan and Steve Oliva sponsored panels. 
 
November 2018:   The lease for the Annex was cancelled and the Society had to remove all of the chairs, tables, files 
and other furnishings by the first of December.  Steve Aberle, Lowell Kenedy and others stepped in to move all of the 
items into a storage unit.    Furniture was rearranged in the library space so CCGS could hold small meetings and 
classes there.   The search began for a new location that would house both the library and meeting room.  Brad 
Richardson, Director of the Clark County Historical Museum, volunteered their meeting room for CCGS monthly 
programs.    They also had their spring seminar in their meeting room on May 4, 2019.  CSI: Genealogy.  Speakers were 
Dale Deatherage on Law & Genealogical Research, Pam Vestal on Paleography... Clues to Deciphering Old 
Handwriting, and Lisa McCullough on DNA Results Are Now in. What Now?  There was a silent auction at 5 pm.  On 
Sunday there was a Heritage tree and Pioneer Tour.   

vernor Simpson and Hudson Bay flog 

Sponsored by: Jon & Steve Oliva 
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2019:   In the spring, CCGS began searching for a new location with the help of Lance Brown of Fuller Real Estate.  
Brian Runyan negotiated a lease for the Old Chase bank building located on 52nd Street across from Hi-School 
Pharmacy that summer with the bank owners Steve and Jan Oliva of Hi-School Pharmacy.   With their permission, the 
bank was remodeled to create separate library and meeting room spaces.  Ken Thiesmeyer was in charge of 
designing and building a partial wall and then installing a folding wall to separate the rooms.   Several members 
donated their time to paint the interior of the bank under the direction of Marcia Grubb.  Steve Aberle, Steve Young, 
Steve Cornick  and Brian Runyan spent countless hours getting computer systems and WiFi running, and to network 
computer work stations, printers and monitoring equipment.    Sharon Thiesmeyer and several librarians worked 
with volunteers from the Church of Latter Day Saints to pack up the books and then later to place the books back on 
the shelves once the bookshelves were moved and locked into place.  These were the same bookshelves built by Roy 
Katschke in 1997 for their library at the CC Historical Museum.   
 
November 17, 2019:  Salt Lake City Trip:  Paula Schoenlein led the CCGS research trip to the Family History Library 

for seven members.  They spent the week researching ancestors in the United States and internationally.    
They recommend the trip to others.   

 
Front:  Paula Schoenlein, Juliana Butler, Alice Allen, Jeanine Stewart. 

Back:  Lois Bosland, Doug Lasher, Larry Peck, Marcia Grubb. 
 
December 7, 2019:  Clark County Genealogical Society held its Grand Opening in their new library.  The event was 
organized by Marcia Lawson Grubb.   The library was open from 11 a.m. until 5 p. m. for tours of the remodeled 
building.   The formal ceremony was held at 5 p. m. when Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle cut the ribbon with President 
Brian Runyan, and then read a Proclamation honoring Clark County Genealogical Society for their Community 
service.   Owners Steve and Jan Oliva attended the ceremony, along with a packed room of members.  Cookies were 
plentiful on the tables and enjoyed by all.   Their library opened to the public on December 10, 2019.  They were once 
again able to have their classes, meetings and programs in their own space.   
 

    
Mayor Anne and President Brian Runyan cutting the ribbon;  

Librarian Sharon Cleveland and Library Director Sharon Thiesmeyer. 
 



Trail Breakers – Vol. 49 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Vancouver, Washington 

 
 

 

14 

        
Mayor Anne reading Proclamation in Meeting Room;   Marcia Grubb, Event Organizer 

 

 
New Home of CCGS:  3205 52nd Street, Vancouver, WA;  

 

 
Library Shelves; Research Room with Richard Engstrom & Kathy Geyer 

 
Office with Treasurer Eric Jordahl & Finance Barbara Baker;  Break Room  

-
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March 2020:   Governor Jay Inslee of Washington closed the schools and libraries in Washington due to an outbreak 
of the Covid-19 Virus.  Board meetings, monthly programs, and classes were held virtually on Zoom and then 
GoToMeeting.  Classes and programs were recorded and put on our CCGS YouTube Site.    Officers and Committees 
continued to take care of Society business, but there were no in-person meetings in the library.  Members were asked 
to wear mask while working in the library. 
 
July 1, 2021: Our library opened to the public for the first time in 16 months.   Serving as librarians were President 
Eric Jordahl and Past President Brian Runyan.   On that same day, our new sign was installed.   It was donated by 
Bauman-Williams Family Fund and member Lynn Rosemary Tolle in memory of D. Allen Bauman's parents, 
Founder Lois Bauman and David Bauman.  It was installed by Soha Sign Company's Mike Starks and his son Brian.  It 
is a tremendous addition to CCGS library as now people will know who and where they are. 
 

 
L-R Brian Starks, Mike Starks (owner of Soha Sign Co.) and CCGS President Eric Jordahl 

 
August 2-6, 2021:  Marcia Grubb, Steve Aberle and Jarid Schoenlein organized the Scavenger Hunt, which was 
held August 2 through August 6 online.  Participants registered for the hunt on the CCGS website and paid a $10 fee.  
Five daily genealogical scavenger hunts (quizzes) began on August 2.  Each day a link for seven questions about a 
historical figure from the United States or American Colonies was emailed to each player.  Players then submitted 
their answers & sources to the website.  A drawing was held for those who submitted the most correct answers.  
Sixteen people registered for the contest and it brought in $305.  The overall winner was Paula Schoenlein and daily 
prizes were awarded on Saturday, August 7.  More than a game, it was a research skills challenge! 

 
September 28, 2021:  Jarid Schoenlein and Diane Kenedy were honored and presented with Legacy Membership 
certificates for their many hours of work on the CCGS Website.  In June CCGS members approved a By-Laws change to 
create Legacy Memberships for children of members who have performed extraordinary service for the Society.   They 
will enjoy a Lifetime membership with access to the newsletters and Trail Breakers.  Jarid is the son of member Paula 
Schoenlein; Diane is the daughter of members Lowell and Marian Kenedy.  Also at that meeting Barbara Schrag 
was honored as the Volunteer Extraordinaire for heading the project to digitize obits, death notices, and vital statistics.  
Not only did she coordinate the volunteers, but spent untold hours herself.  Other volunteers on the project were Jim 
Cochran, Judy Duncan, Coralee Brewer, Juliana Butler, Lina Meade, Suzi Terrell, Sharon Barnes, Lois Bosland, 
Maria Adler, Sharon Cleveland, Ralph Erickson, Pam Evans, Sandi Vosburg, and Dorothy Wear.   Their efforts 
will benefit researchers for years to come. 
 

 
 
Library Committee:  Front:  
Barbara Baker, Library Director 
Sharon Thiesmeyer, Sharon 
Cleveland, Paula Schoenlein.  
Back: Lois Bosland, Brian Runyan, 
President Eric Jordahl 
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October 25, 2021:  Library Committee Meeting in Library.  A sign of the times is that members were asked to wear 
masks in the library for safety.  They met to make plans for the library under the direction of Library Director Sharon 
Thiesmeyer.  The Library Director is the Chairperson of the Library Committee.   It is her responsibility to assure that 
all materials housed in the library are in a format that is easily searchable by patrons to access their genealogical 
research information.   As Library Director, she also accepts donations of genealogical materials and decides what has 
genealogical value for our library and what is to be discarded.  Members of the Library Committee then digitize and 
index the materials for patron use.  Many of the members of the Library Committee also serve as librarians. 
 
October 26, 2021:   The monthly meeting and program was held for the first time as hybrid, both online and in 
person in the library.   The program was presented by Steven W. Morrison on the Profile of a Quaker, Finding a Friend 
in Colonial America.   Members at home could watch the program on the GoToMeeting link provided by President 
Eric Jordahl. 
 
January 2022:   The Focus Group for the Family Tree Maker software was held on the 3rd Monday with Shereé 
Belanger leading the group.  Participants took their lunch, laptop, and practiced their skills by building a tree for 
Abraham Lincoln.  They will continue to meet on the 3rd Monday of each month.   
 
February 26, 2022:  The Craft Clan Meeting  was held to embellish “My Roots Are Here” tote bags under direction of 
leader Marcia Grubb.   Ten women had lots of fun creating their own designs on their tote bags to show where their 
ancestors lived.   They embellished their bags with beads, gemstones and buttons.   Maria Adler created family name 
decals for the back of the bag.  This group will be creating kits with supplies to embellish the tote bags and selling 
them for $22.79 for members and $26.04 for nonmembers.   This is a fund raiser and the tote bags will be marketed on 
our website and in our library.  These bags are 100% black cotton canvas and a great size to hold research materials 
for genealogists. 
 
 

 
Front:  Nancy Benthin, Alice Allen, Maria Adler;   Back:  Paula Schoenlein, Denise Hebert, Jane Germann, Marcia 

Grubb, Sandy Thompson. 
 
March 7-11, 2022:  Scavenger Hunt.  Clark County Genealogical Society held their spring Scavenger History Hunt 
which celebrated the theme of Governors under the direction of Steve Aberle, Marcia Grubb, Elsie Deatherage, and 
Paula Schoenlein.   Participants were asked seven questions about governors from the American Colonies or United 
States from the 16th Century to the   20th Century.  Daily drawing prizes were given to Bob Cooke, Chris Maitland, 
Dolly Merrick, Steve Aberle and Elsie Deatherage.  On Sunday, March 13, 2022, daily prizes were awarded to Tom 
Farrelly, Mary McGonegal, Denise Erkkila, Kathy Schadewitz, and Maria Adler.  The Grand Prize was won by 
Denise Erkkila.  
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Denise Erkkila; Mary McGonegal; Maria Adler, Tom Farrelly, Kathy Schadewitz. 
 
March 14, 2022:   The CCGS Board unanimously approved a motion to name their meeting room “Margaretta 
Zimmerman Meeting Room.”   She deserved to be honored, not only for being the Founder, organizer and first 
President, but also because she spent years searching Clark County for old cemeteries with her daughter Mary, and 
then transcribing the information on the headstones.  These records were published in books that are still used today.   
Margaretta Zimmerman became a Life Member in 1989 and served for 22 years in many capacities, lastly serving as 
the Membership Chairman and greatly increasing the membership rolls.    Because of her foresight and efforts, CCGS is 
continuing to thrive now in 2022.  We are pleased to honor her and a plaque will be placed in the meeting room.   The 
dedication of the meeting room will be at our 50th Anniversary Celebration on August 27, 2022.   
 
August 27, 2022:   50th Anniversary Celebration.    An outdoor luncheon, followed by a program with honored 
speakers, dedication of our meeting room in honor of Founder Margaretta Zimmerman, and dedication of our sign 
purchased by the Bauman-Williams Foundation and Lynn Rosemary Tolle in honor of Founder Lois Bauman and  
her husband David.   Past presidents, Life Members and families of our 15 Founders will be recognized.   The 50th 
Anniversary Book and “My Roots Are Here” tote bags will be available for purchase.  There will also be a Gallery of 
Grandmas display organized by Marcia Grubb.   This was a great celebration for all members and the community.   
 
 

 
 
(l) Ribbon decorating newly installed welcome sign donated by Bauman-Williams Family Fund and member Lynn 
Rosemary Tolle (r) Marcia Grubb chatting with Sandi Hollister about her dear Grandmother Gladys Lovie Lewis 
Graves. 
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Visitors viewing some of the 43 individual grandmother stories submitted by their descendants for our first ever 
Gallery of Grandmothers display.  All stories and images are being preserved in a digitized format in the CCGS library. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(l) Feline visitor walks through the East parking lot guest tables (r) Jerry Smith captures our Life Member 
Honorees: 

 
5th August 2023 --- 9am to 3pm 

Car Boot Sale 
Reserve Your Space in CCGS Parking Lot  

$15 per space 
Open Your Trunk & Sell Your Stuff  

 
One Table for Beverage & Packaged Food Available 

CCGS Merchandize Table  
gensoc@ccgs-wa.org 

 
 
 

mailto:gensoc@ccgs-wa.org
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TRIBUTE TO CCGS OFFICERS 
PART III:  2000-2022 

 
2000-2001: 
President:  Sharon Wodtke 
Vice President:  Marilyn Fitze 
Secretary:  Janet Honsowertz-Parker 
Treasurer:  Barbara Baker 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Mary Anne Best 
 

 
Pres-Sharon Wodtke, VP- Marilyn Fitze, Sec-Janet 

Parker,  
Treas-Barbara Baker, Asst Sec/Treas-Mary Anne Best 

 
2001-2002: 
President:  William Duchie 
Vice President:  ............. 
Secretary:  Janet Parker 
Treasurer:  Barbara Baker 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer: Tammy Sturza 
 
2002-2003: 
President:  William Duchie 
Vice President:  Al Collins 
Secretary:  ............ 
Treasurer:  Joy Schmoldt 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
 
2003-2004: 
President:  William Duchie 
Vice President: ............. 
Secretary:  Janette Birch 
Treasurer:  Joy Schmoldt 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
 
2004-2005: 
President:  William Duchie 
Vice  President:  Diana Cruz 
Secretary:  DeAnn Wilson 
Treasurer:  Earlene Holmstrom 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Lynne Novotny 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Presidents:  William Duchie, Garry Lucas, Diana Cruz 

        
2005-2006: 
President:  Diana Cruz 
Vice President:  Glenn Jones 
Secretary:  Dorothy Wear 
Treasurer:  Vonda Erickson 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Pat Long 
 
2006-2007: 
President:  Diana Cruz 
Vice President:  Glenn Jones 
Secretary:   Dorothy Wear 
Treasurer:  Alene Klempton-Gregg 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
 
2007-2008: 
President:  Garry Lucas 
Vice President:  Dennis & Carol Clark 
Secretary:  Diane Hadley 
Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  ... 
 
2008-2009: 
President:  Garry Lucas 
Vice President:  Dennis & Carol Clark 
Secretary:  Steve Cornick 
Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Pat Dye 
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Officers 2009-2010:  Treasurer, Karen Frost, Secretary, 

Steve Cornick,  
Vice-Presidents, Carol and Dennis Clark.   

 
2009-2010: 
President:  Garry Lucas 
Vice President:  Dennis & Carol Clark 
Secretary:  Steve Cornick 
Treasurer:  Karen Frost 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Cheryl Brooks & Larry 
Germann 
 

            

 
Presidents:   Garry Lucas;   Steve Cornick 

 
 
 

2010-2011: 
President:  Steve Cornick 
Vice President:  Dennis & Carol Clark 
Secretary:  Sherry Warren 
Treasurer:  Larry Germann 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer: Cheryl Brooks 
 
2011-2012: 
President:  Steve Cornick 
Vice President:  Dolly Merrick 
Secretary:  Sherry Warren 
Treasurer:  Larry Germann 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
 
2012-2013: 
President:  Steve Cornick 
Vice President:  Dolly Merrick 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Larry Germann 
Asst Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
 
2013-2014: 
President:  Steve Cornick 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Larry Germann 
Asst Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
 
2014-2015: 
President:  Lethene Parks 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
Asst Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
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President:   Brian Runyan 

2015-2016: 
President:  Brian Runyan 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
Asst Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
 

 
Asst Sec/Treas-Lowell Kenedy, Treas-Eric Jordahl, 

Sec-Marian Kenedy, Pres -Brian Runyan,  
Past Pres-Steve Cornick, VP-Bea Ritter 

 
2016-2017: 
President:   Brian Runyan 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
Asst Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
 
2017-2018: 
President:   Brian Runyan 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
Asst Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 

 
2019-2020: 
President:   Brian Runyan 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Marian Kenedy 
Treasurer:  Eric Jordahl 
Asst Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 

 
 

2020-2021: 
President:   Eric Jordahl 
Vice President:  Bea Ritter 
Secretary:  Elsie Deatherage 
Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
Asst Treasurer:  Maria Adler 

 
2021-2022: 
President:  Eric Jordahl 
Vice President:  Stephen Young 
Secretary:  Elsie Deatherage 
Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
Asst Treasurer:  Maria Adler 

 
2022-2023: 
President:   Eric Jordahl 
Vice President:  Paul Schoenlein 
Secretary: Richard Engstrom 
Treasurer:  Lowell Kenedy 
Asst Treasurer:  Maria Adler 

 
Spring Comings & Goings 

 
4 December 2022 – GFO Genealogical 
Research  Road Trip.  Paula Schoenlein led 
our Travel Research Preparation FG to GFO 
for a Sunday group tour of all GFO 
resources, and then allowed us self-guided 
research as well as individual assistance.  
Some ate lunch across the street. 
 
7 February 2023 Basic Genealogy 
Strategies class series – 6 Tuesdays at 11 
am that continued with 3 Organizing and 
Preserving Family Photos classes  
 
13 May 2023_ Family Foto Stories FG–First 
2nd Saturday meeting.  Learning how to 
preserve family stories with photos and 
video.    
 
Mid May 2023  Spring landscape plantings 
and additional waterering system pipe 
installed. 
 
27th June 2023 General Meeting, 6pm: Patio 
Party, 7pm Annual Meeting Ceremonies 
with Installation of Officers. 
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 A Mariner in Your Family Tree? 
Using Occupations in Genealogy 

 
Yes, there is a Mariner in my family tree.  
My Mariner was an infamous whaling 
captain sailing the Pacific Ocean during 
the 1840’s.  A New Zealand author wrote 
the captain’s story and I ordered the book 
from Amazon the minute I heard about it.  
The high seas drama was so compelling 
it was easy to miss the fact that this 
captain was actually my ancestor!   
      
My own research revealed the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum collection of 
includes two of my ancestor’s whale ship 
logs.  Historically, 19th century whaling 
captains were part of a vast industry, with 
investors who required captain’s log 
books, proper ship’s document, those 
Maritime records are paperwork of huge 
historical and genealogical usefulness.   
 
Whatever ancestor occupations in your 
family, there may be a museum or a 
record repository of employee records.  
Using Family Search online, search 
“Occupations” in the Family Search 
Research Wiki for a comprehensive guide 
to locating information about doctors, 
railroad employees, bricklayers, slaves, 
apprentices, churches to farmers and 
agricultural records.      
 
The U.S. Census is often the first 
governmental resource for locating 
ancestor occupation information.  
Discovering my great grandparents on 
the Census and realizing my grandmother 
was only 9 years old at that time was 

surreal.  But further my great grandfather 
was census enumerated as a leather 
worker living with his wife and daughter.  
Knowing his occupation as a leather 
worker during WWI enabled me to track 
this family’s relocation during an historic 
era.     
 
A personal conversation is a treasure 
trove.  So talk to your family and ask 
questions.  Years back, asking my father 
about his occupation he once replied he 
was a tin basher.  In later years he wore a 
suit to an office, which offered a clue that 
his job position had changed although his 
occupation was in the same industry.   
 
Using occupations in your genealogy 
research may reveal your family through 
a new or different lens.  Using all these 
resources, I discovered that this captain 
became just the first of numerous 
whaling captains and mariners added to 
my family tree.   
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Vancouver Independent 
Thursday December 18, 1879 

Vol. 5, No. 17 
 
[Front page articles:] 
Mormon Intrigues. From Idaho Statesman. 
Telephonic Discovery. From Sentinel. Not serious. 
[Voting results from Wisconsin] 
[An Incident in the Ute Council. Denver Tribune. The 
council was held and at a signal all the Utes walked out 
and rode away. They would arm themselves at three 
weapons for each of the soldiers. … ] 
Another Flood in Hungary. 
Story about Ireland 
[N.Y. Commercial Bulletin says engineers of the Marine 
Underwriters … boiler, etc.] 
 
   A cow in East Portland, see a gate open, quietly walked 
in, and was holding close communications with the 
cabbage patch, when the lady of the house came out, and 
with her weapon in hand (the broom) and leaving her door 
open attempted to drive the cow out. Failing to do so, she 
secured the services of a neighbor and his big club. The 
cow being closely pursued, ran into the kitchen, then into 
the sitting-room, then into the lady’s bed-room, when 
seeing she was thus corned gave fight. They at length 
secured her with topes after when had demoralized things, 
giving them the general appearance of a barnyard. 
 
[The Bible of Modern Science.] 
 
   Denver Tribune says Chief Colorow appeared before 
the peace commission at Los Pinos on Monday and 
testified that he took part in Thornburg’s fight, thus 
corroborating the statement already made that he and 
Jack led the Indians in the fight. He states that the fight 
was accident. The troops were trying to avoid the Utes by 
taking the trail instead of the regular road through Milk 
river canon, and white the Utes were doing the same thing 
to avoid the soldier they were surprised when the 
command came and begun the fight, quite unexpectedly 
to themselves. Colorow swore positively that the 
Mormons had promised to assist the Indians in any war 
with the United States troops The commission is now 
much more hopeful of accomplishing something than 
formerly. 
 
[Virginia Legislature in removing from office disabled 
and crippled confederate soldiers, to make room for one 
white and two colored republicans, at the state capitol. …. 
] 
   There died in Port Townsend on Monday, Dec. 1st, Mr. 
E. D. Smith. Mr. S. was familiarly known as “one armed 
Smith.” His career has been a remarkable one, in that he 
had probably met with more accidents than any other man 
on Puget Sound. His legs, collar-bone and an arm had 

been broken at different time by accidental falls; one arm 
had been sawed off twice, and altogether he had passed 
through several ordeals. That he was industrious is shown 
in the fact that he made a livelihood for himself through 
all his mishaps—only the last few days of his life being 
spent in the county poor house.  
 
[Petroleum from California.] 
[Polygamists of Utah.] 
[page 3.] 
Study the Face. 
   A story is told of a great French artist, which finely 
illustrates his knowledge of human nature. He was 
traveling in Germany, in entire ignorance of its language 
and currency. Having obtained some small change for 
some of his French coins, he used to pay drivers and 
others in the following manner: Taking a handful of the 
numismatical specimens from his pocket, he counted 
them one by one into his creditor’s hands, keeping his 
eyes fixed all the time on the receiver’s face. As soon as 
he perceived the least twinkle of a smile he took back the 
last coin deposited in his hand and returned it, with the 
remainder, to his pocket. He afterward found that in 
pursuing this method he had not overpaid for anything.  
 
[Page 5, Col. 1} 
 

Brief Mention. 
Next Thursday is Christmas. 
   Over 600 letters came in the last steamer mail for 
Vancouver. 
   John Cramer, of Battle Ground, has removed to 
Vancouver. 
   Gridley & Whitney are special agents for Santa Claus 
in Vancouver. Six heavy sacks of mail were received at 
the Vancouver post-office yesterday.  
   W. Byron Daniels was on Monday night elected City 
Attorney by the council.  
 The Vancouver millers are now offering $1.20 for first-
class wheat for grinding.  
   S. D. Maxon & Co. came out with a new delivery 
wagon for their store yesterday.  
   Mr. L. D. Brown, late of Washougal, paid his 
Vancouver friends a visit on Tuesday. 
   The plastering and painting of G. W. Durgin's new 
store are now about completed.  
   Geo. P. Dorris, son-in-law of Morris Baker, Esq., has 
a new son at his house in Salem.  
   The remaining children in the family of Edwin Sparks 
have recovered from the diphtheria.  
   Dr. Aug. Kinney, of Astoria, cautions people against 
eating pork unless it is well cooked.  
   The steamer Vancouver made an extra trip to Portland 
last Sunday, in government service.  
   The child of Wm. Vanata which was so badly burned 
last week is in a fair way to recover.  
   If the ladies who intend receiving calls on New Years 



Trail Breakers – Vol. 49 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Vancouver, Washington 

 
 

 

24 

will give us their names we will publish them.  
   Thos. Sullins' wounded shoulder is doing well, and he 
is recovering faster than was at first expected.  
   The meeting night of the Vancouver A. O. U. W. has 
been changed from Friday to Monday evening.  
   The O. S. N. Co. is not receiving any lumber as freight 
for The Dalles or points on the Columbia river above.  
   F. W. Bier went down to Bachelor's Is-land on a duck 
hunt last week, and came home with middling success.  
   Mr. Charles N. Prettyman, of East Portland, will in a 
few days remove to a ranch near Parker's Landing, his 
future abiding place.  
   The contractor is taking another turn at the fire cistern 
on the intersection of Main and 4th streets to see if lie can 
make it hold water.  
   Mr. Geo. K. Pike, engineer on the Cascades railroad, 
and school superintendent of Skamania county, spent 
Sunday in Vancouver.  
   Dr. Wall received from San Francisco yesterday a very 
fine lot of nice books, standard and other works, for the 
holiday season. Go as you please, but please don't go to 
close up the Christmas presents without a full supply of 
the fine candies furnished by O'Neill & Smith.  
   W. H. Smallwood, Register of the U. S. Land Office, 
has been laid up by sickness part of the week, but is now 
out again, ready for business.  
   Many Vancouver people have been buying holiday 
presents in Portland, attracted by the large stocks and 
numerous advertisements of the Portland dealers.  
   Father Van Nevel of Victoria, and Father Paaps of 
Walla Walla, were at the mission this week, the former on 
his way from Belgium to his new station at Victoria.  
   Joseph Sauer found a purse on the street on Saturday 
evening, and while on the way to this office to advertise it 
found the owner. He couldn't afford to keep it as the purse 
had been to Portland that day. 
 It is rumored that the Portland Board of Trade has 
entered a protest at military headquarters, because the 
color of the newly painted commissary warehouse scares 
the steamers away from the landing.  
   Charlie Hague won a new pair of boots from the 
generous hand of a Portland hide dealer because he could 
separate a bullock from his hide without making more 
holes in the latter than there are stars in the milky way.  
   We are in receipt of the Herald, a weekly paper recently 
started in Albany, which is one of the most stalwart of 
stalwart Republican papers. It is also an excellent local 
paper, and we expect to see it live and thrive.  
   We have some Bradley & Rulofson photographic 
money which we will sell cheap for cash.  Persons going 
to San Francisco and wishing to have their picture taken 
will do well by giving us a call. No references required.  
   The boss clerk in the post office says there is one item 
we will not have to put in the paper this week, for it was 
all over the country a week ago—mud. He was fired out 
immediately after making the irreverent remark.  
   Teamsters are complaining about road work being done 

in the fall. They say that it "cuts up awfully," and makes 
the roads' worse than though nothing had been done, 
while work done in the spring would leave the roads to 
dry out and get solid during the summer.  
   The new two cent postal card will soon be in general 
circulation. It has two stamps, one at each end, and spaces 
for two messages. The sender occupies one of these, and 
the return correspondent the other. The first is canceled at 
the office from which it is sent, and the second from the 
return office.  
   Allen Lindsey made the greatest improvement, and 
Wm. Carroll the second greatest improvement in 
penmanship in J. P. Feaster's writing class at Holy 
Angels' College. Frank Ridders wrote the best specimen 
in the class. The teachers and students of the College 
speak in glowing terms of Mr. Feaster's ability as a 
penman and teacher.  
 

Military  Items.   
   Extensive  repairs and  alterations are being made at the 
target range.   
   Lieut. and Mrs. Williams, 21st Infantry, left for their 
new station, Fort  Lapwai, on Friday.  
   Lieut.  Col. H. C. Merriam 2nd Infantry, came down 
from the new post near Lake Chelan this week.  
   Lieut. E. H. Brooke, recently appointed, as been 
assigned to Co. C, 21st Infantry, and will be stationed 
here.   
   Major W. M. Graham, 4th Artillery, Lieut. L. S. 
Ames, 2nd infantry, and Asst. Surgeon G. M. Kober 
reported at headquarters during the week.   
   Lieut. F. H. E. Ebstein, 21st Infantry, has returned 
from Walla Walla, the courtmartial, of which he is Judge 
Advocate, having  adjourned till January 15th.   
   The flag at the garrison was at half mast on Tuesday in 
respect to the memory of the late General Jeff. C. Davis, 
who formerly commanded this military department.   
   A detachment of military convicts enroute to Alcatraz 
Island to serve out various periods of confinement, left for 
San Francisco on Monday, by the  Elder. Lieut. F. E. 
Eltonhead, 21st Infantry, was in charge of the party. 
   Col. G. O. Haller was recently telegraphed by Gen. 
Howard, desiring to know whether he wanted to go into 
active military service or be placed upon the retired list.  
The. Colonel made reply that he desired active service.   
   The Portland Board of Trade recently appointed Wesley 
Jackson a committee of one to come over to Vancouver 
to inaugurate the work of removing military headquarters 
back to Portland, and on Tuesday Mr. Jackson came over 
and commenced getting in his work.   
   Charles W. Merritt, a near relative of Gen. Merritt, 
and late a lieutenant of the 9th cavalry, but dismissed 
some three weeks ago by a general courtmartial, 
committed suicide in his room at the Washington hotel, 
Santa Fe, last Friday night by shooting himself through 
the head.   
   Carrying out the wishes of the secretary of the interior 
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department, Capt. M. C. Wilkinson left on Monday 
morning for the Yakima reservation to confer with the 
agent of that tribe upon the subject of Indian education, 
soon to be commenced at Forest Grove under his 
direction.  Rev. J. H. Acton, pastor of the Taylor street 
church, Portland, accompanied him. 
 
   Vacation.—The city public school will close on Friday 
next for the usual holiday vacation, which will continue 
for three weeks. 
 
   St. Luke’s Church.—The Right Rev. B. Wistar Morris 
will hold service in this church, in Vancouver, on Sunday 
next, morning and evening. 
 
   A Correction.—Prof. MacHale of Holy Angels' 
College was principal of the New Zealand high school, 
and professor of mathematics and history in the Stanislans 
College of Australia, not New Zealand, as stated last 
week.   
 
   Lewis  River.—Mr. Bratton at Detroit is putting a 
furnace in his hall, to be ready for the holidays, which 
will make it quite comfortable.  Prof. F. P. Saunders of 
Tall Timber station is teaching school in Cowlitz  County, 
and is well liked by the scholars and parents.                                                                  
NOVICE.                                      Dec.  12th.   
 
   Hall's Bridge.—Our Battle Ground correspondent says 
work is being done on the crib of Hall's bridge across 
Lewis river, to repair the damages occasioned by last 
spring's freshet.  He says the people are aware that the 
roads are muddy, and also mentions other items which we 
published last week and will not repeat.   
 
   INSANE  SOLDIER.— A private named Jorice, from 
Vancouver Barracks, was taken down to Alcatraz on the 
last steamer.  For some time he has been insane, and he 
will be placed in the asylum at Napa for treatment.  
Several months ago he was drugged in a "dive" in 
Portland and robbed of $240, since which time he has 
been out of his right mind most of the time.   
 
   In Hospital.—Geo. W. Davis, who was badly wounded 
at a shooting match on Lewis river some weeks ago, has 
not been getting on as well as he ought to, and on Monday 
was  brought to this city and placed in St. Joseph's 
hospital by his father, Nathan Davis, and two of his 
neighbors, Mr. Lewkirk and Chris. Kalahan.  It is 
hoped that with good are and proper surgical attendance 
he will soon recover.  His wife will remain and help take 
care of him. 
 
   Arrested For Murder.—Last week Sheriff Fletcher of 
this county received a telegram from the authorities of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to arrest a man named Roswell 
Ward, and hold him for a requisition, on the charge of 

murder.  Accordingly on Wednesday he was arrested, and 
is now in the Clarke county jail, awaiting the arrival of the 
officers and documents, expected on the next San 
Francisco steamer.  Mr. Ward is a married man of 40 or 
45 years of age who came to this country six months ago 
and lived with his  brothers on Salmon creek, above 
Leiser's mill.      Yesterday, to add to the embarrassments 
and difficulties of his situation, his wife and children 
arrived from Iowa, intending to join him in his new home, 
and found him in jail, under the most serious charges that 
can be made against a man.  Mr. Ward protests his 
innocence of any crime, and his relatives believe he is 
innocent of the crime charged.   There are several rumors 
flying about giving details of the affair, but in the absence 
of any reliable information we do not feel justified in 
repeating them.   

City Council.  
   The meeting of the City Council on Monday evening 
was quite an important one, taking into consideration the 
work done.  In the absence of the Mayor, W. Byron 
Daniels was called upon to preside.  The City Marshal 
presented his appointment of J. A. Dupuis as his deputy, 
which was confirmed.  The committee to whom was 
referred the bills for making a new survey of the city 
reported, and recommended the rejection of the bills and 
the repudiation of the whole survey business, which 
report was adopted by the council, a 5 to 1, the chair not 
voting. 
   The health committee reported in favor of having an 
ordinance drawn up by the city attorney to prevent the 
spread of contagious diseases, and the council adopted the 
report, ordering such ordinance to be drawn.  The 
committee on public improvements and streets 
recommended the passage of an ordinance giving 
property owners on Main street 90 days in which to 
complete grade and side walks, and then if not done to be 
let by contract by the city and be assessed against the 
property, which was adopted, and the ordinance ordered 
to be drawn up.  The committee to whom was referred 
that portion of the Mayor's message in reference to 
building a city jail, recommended its postponement on 
account of the financial  condition of the city, which 
report was adopted. 
   The committee on the new survey over-hauled it 
critically in their report, which stated it to be 
unauthorized, uncalled for and illegal, null and void, and 
the committee recommended the, repeal of ordinance No. 
106, and the total obliteration of all monuments and 
marks of the new survey.   And the report was adopted by 
the council, 5 to 1, the chair not voting. 
   The committee reported that the city ought to establish 
and sustain a number of street lamps as soon as the 
finances would admit, and recommended that one be 
immediately purchased and put up in front of the city hall, 
to be kept lighted at the expense of the city, which 
recommendation was adopted. 
   The fire and water committee reported that the three 
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new fire cisterns still refused to hold water, and 
recommended that they be not accepted from the 
contractor, which report was adopted. 
   The committee also reported against the purchase of a 
steam fire engine, as the city is not financially stout 
enough at the present time to handle one.  
   Sundry accounts to the amount of $181 or thereabouts, 
including the Caruthers judgment and costs from the 
District Court of $119, were allowed, and others were 
presented and referred to the appropriate committees on 
the road to liquidation. 
 
   The Ways and Means Committee made a long and 
exhaustive report on the financial. condition and prospects 
of the city for the coming year, the sum and substance of 
which in few words is that the city has $34; owes, 
including the new fire cisterns, about $1,000, and with all 
its known income for the year could just pay its debts if 
not a dollar was appropriated for any purpose, which 
signifies that the usual annual tax will have to be levied to 
meet current expenses, and if any public improvements 
are attempted a special tax will have to be levied. 
   The portion of the mayor's message referring to city 
attorney was reported upon, and the council fixed the 
salary of that official for the coming year at $250, and 
defined his duties and what they expected of him, 
whereby he will be compelled to earn his salary.  The 
council unanimously elected W. B. Daniels to the 
position of city attorney. 
   Adjournment was effected at 9 o'clock without any 
further business being done. 
 
   Ribs Broken.—A short time since Mr. Martin 
O'Keane of Battle Ground had a fall, and although he 
was somewhat bruised thought nothing serious of it at the 
time. In a few days he found locomotion difficult, and all 
movements of the body gainful.  Last Wednesday he 
came to town, and went to the hospital, where 
examination by Dr. Smith developed a broken rib or two, 
and now under proper treatment Mr. O'Keane is doing 
nicely.  
 
   The Lecture of Capt. H. H. Pierce at Oak Grove 
Theatre last Friday evening was well attended.  His effort 
was a most comical dissertation upon the probabilities and 
impossibilities of Mother Goose's well known household 
rhymes, delivered in the serious and staid manner of the 
sober critic which is most ludicrous by comparison with 
the subject discussed, and as an entertaining, amusing 
effort was a grand success.  There was something new in 
it even to those who heard it before, and like good wine it 
improves with age.  
 
   That Presentation—Father Louis de G. Schram, 
principal of Holy Angels' College, was waited upon last 
week by a deputation of the students of the college and 
requested to pay a visit to the upper school room of the 

college, the junior department. On his reaching this 
department the boys had a surprise prepared for him in the 
form of a gold-headed ebony cane, and a written address 
mounted in a walnut and gold frame.  The large hall was 
tastefully decorated with evergreens, etc.  So well had the 
boarders conducted everything, it may be said they 
surprised the day scholars as well as the good principal.  
The following is the address:  
 
   Very Reverend and Dear President: It is as great a 
pleasure as it is a privilege for us on this occasion to 
express to you our sentiments of love, respect, 
attachment, gratitude and veneration.  We cannot but look 
up to you "our chief and father" as one most devoted to 
your high and sacred office; ever at your post, faithful to 
your too numerous duties in the strictest sense; always 
willing to give every one of your students who claim your 
fatherly care, or sympathy, the benefit of your counsels 
and the light of your own student experience in far off 
Europe.  You feel yourself to belong, body and soul, and 
at every hour of the night and day, to all in Vancouver 
intrusted to your care by our beloved Bishop, and you are 
only at rest when toiling for us.  If this is your chief 
pleasure and pride, it is equally our pride to witness your 
unwearied constancy in the discharge of your arduous 
duties and to request you to accept this cane as a trifling 
memento of our affection.  May it prove as useful as the 
compass to the steersman on a ship, or the light of the 
moon by night to the traveler over a dangerous path.  So 
unfailing has been your kindness, so forbearing your 
spirit, so indulgent your fatherly rule and loving charity, 
that we feel convinced that this cane will never be 
exercised in any other way than as a support for your 
wearied limbs.  Accept it then as a poor expression of our 
filial trust, love and reverence.  May God brighten the 
footsteps of your most useful life by enabling you to 
fulfill every most cherished purpose of your soul for the 
good of this college and the advancement of a sound 
education within these walls where to-day we all rejoice 
with our whole hearts in exclaiming: "May your shadow 
or your smiling features never grow less."    
Signed by 29 scholars of Holy Angels' College. 
 
   Skamania County, in Washington Territory, is the ideal 
model of a county.  There is not a saloon in it, nor any 
place where liquor is sold or can be obtained, not even for 
"snake-bites.  It has no jail nor any lock-up. It has no 
court, neither any lawyers. It has no church, neither any 
preachers, nor theological dissensions.  Man up there can 
worship in the woods and mountains, and swear at his 
leisure.  But they have school houses in proper 
proportions, pay their taxes, have plenty to eat, and more 
land to the acre than any county west of the top of the 
Rockies.  The 0. S. N. Co. is king, but they have no 
prophet since John Brazee moved to Portland. 
 
   Territorial Items.  A post office has been established at 
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Ainsworth, with Wm. Sprague as postmaster. Hay sells 
at ten dollars a ton on the Sound, and the price of logs has 
now risen to $5 a thousand.  The eastern portion of 
Washington Terri-tory has secured an apportionment 
which gives it the majority in each House of the 
Territorial Legislature.  From Colfax comes the 
information that the N. P. R. R. lands are being applied 
for faster than the officials of the company can make out 
the certificates of purchase.  Messrs. Coulter, Church 
and Brazee, well-known Portlanders, it is understood, 
have purchased into one of the ledges on the Peshastin, 
and will put in a stamp mill in the spring. 
 

Oregon. 
  An Indian was shot and mortally wounded, on John Day 
river. He managed to get back to within two miles of the 
reservation, and expired.  [more] 
 
   Pacific Hotel.—The undersigned having leased the 
above named hotel, respectfully announces to the public 
that it will in the future be conducted as a first-class 
house, and every attention will be given to insure the 
comfort and convenience of guests.  Special inducements 
offered to permanent boarders at the lowest living rates.  
The table will in future be supplied with all varieties in 
season, Board per week $4.00, and lodging 25 cents and 
upwards, according to accommodation. I hope by proper 
crre [care] and attention to merit a share of the public 
patronage.   ED. F. FITZGERALD. 
 

Married. 
   At the residence of, and by S. D. Maxon, J. P., in 
Vancouver, Dec. 10,1879, Charles N. Prettyman and 
Mary Y. Beamiss, both of Multnomah Co., Ogn.  
 

Died. 
   Near Fourth Plain, Clarke county, Dec. 11, 1879, May, 
aged 11 years; on Dec. 15, Philip, aged 2 ½ years, 
children of Philomene and John B. Lee.  
   In this city, Dec. 13, 1879, Thurston, aged 4yrs., 3 
mos. and 25 days, son of Martha J. and Wm. Baker. 
   In Vancouver, Dec. 12th, 1879, Thomas D., son of 
Wm. and Eliza Haney, aged 3 years, 11 months, 26 days, 
from spinal disease.  
   "Suffer little children and forbid them not to come unto 
me.  

He is gone, our darling Thommy,  
We shall see him in earth no more,  
We will hear no more the patter  
Of his feet upon the floor.  
 
We shall miss him often, often  
In these gloomy winter days,  
We shall miss his childish prattle  
That so charmed our cares away.  
 
But we know that he is waiting  

Over on the golden shore,  
And his hand will gently lead us  
When the storm of life is o'er.  

 
[Page 7] 

The Holton Honse [House]. 
[Article about the Holton House on Alder and First in 
Portland.  Turned away old customers and friends, Dan 
Holton, proprietor of the Holton House.  Description 
given. 
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Vancouver Independent 

Thursday December 25, 1879 
Vol. 5, No. 18 

[Front page, col. 4] 
A Battle With a Panther 

   Henry Huntington, a son of our old pioneer of the 
Cowlitz country, is said to be one of the most daring 
hunters in Washington Territory.  During one summer, 
when but 16 years old, he killed six bears and five 
panthers with none to assist him other than a trusty rifle 
and two faithful dogs.  He also killed many deer, elk, etc. 
during the summer and winter.  About two weeks ago, 
before daylight, his dogs treed a large panther near the 
house, and taking his gun he hurried to the spot.  He could 
see an object in the tree, and raising his gun, being unable 
to take sight in the darkness, fired.  Down came the 
animal with a heavy bump, and the dogs sprang upon him, 
when a lively light ensued.  Mr. Huntington took a part 
in the fun by seizing, the panther by the tail and plunging 
his hunting knife several times into the animal's body, 
fearing to use his revolver lest he should kill one of the 
dogs.  After a terrific struggle the wiry panther freed 
himself and made off, followed by the dogs.  The young 
hunter reloaded his gun and also followed, knowing full 
well the animal had again been treed by the bellowing of 
the dogs.  By the time he reached the tree it was light 
enough to see, and he shot the powerful animal dead from 
the limb of a tree where he had taken refuge.  Upon an 
examination he found that his first shot had broken the 
animal's lower jaw, thereby preventing him from doing 
harm to the dogs, other than scratching them up pretty 
badly.  This young man has quite a local reputation, and 
whenever wild animals become too familiar he is sent to 
lay them out with his unerring rifle.  
 
[Front page, col. 5] 
   The report of the discovery of a rich mining camp on 
the north fork of John Day river, in Umatilla county, ten 
miles above Texas bar, is confirmed.  The East Oregonian 
says:  "This stream has been mined more, and finally 
concluded as a last resort to go to bedrock in one of the 
numerous prospect holes on one of the bars, that had been 
abandoned years ago.  They commenced and sunk about 
six feet and struck bed-rock, and better yet, struck gold in 
paying quanties.  After rocking out several dollars and 
satisfying them-selves that the mines were good, they 
came into the county seat to record their claims and get 
supplies." The country is said to be alive with prospectors 
from Canyon City, Granite and Birch creeks, and nearly 
all the country on the river is taken up. 
 
[Page 5] 

 
 
 

 
Brief Mention. 

    
B-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-I—the snow.  
   Good skating on the ponds.  
   "Now is the winter of our discontent." We wish all our 
readers a "Merry Christ-mas."  
   F. W. Bier this week removed to his own house. 
   Signs of a let up in the cold weather are visible.  
   Odd Fellows' Ball at Brant's hall Christmas night.  
   Christmas trees at the churches this (Wednesday) 
evening.   
   Mr. J. B. Knapp paid Vancouver a flying visit on 
Tuesday.  
   Travelers are very few and far between these wintry 
days.  
   The oldest inhabitant thinks there are signs of frost in 
the air.  
   We owe thanks to Mr. C. H. Whitney for a basket of 
fine pears.  
   Boats have made no connection with the Dalles since 
last Saturday.  
   Most anyone can now predict that we shall have a 
severe winter.  
   Charlie Troup's house is finished, and now occupied 
by H. C. Morrice.  
   Navigation on the Columbia is practically suspended by 
the cold snap. The coldest weather this week that has been 
known for several years.  
   Ice is running in the Columbia very heavily, and the 
river may close soon.  
   The price of hay is going up, and if the snow hangs on, 
"hay will be hay."  
   Christmas services will be held at St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church at 11 A. M.  
   Pickett, the great newspaper starter, is preparing to 
issue a paper at Ainsworth. It is stated that Sprague post-
office, in Skamania county, has been discontinued.  
   Found—a white window curtain, on Monday, which 
awaits an owner at this office.  
   The shortest days of the winter are past, but perhaps the 
coldest ones are yet to come.  
   The duck-hunters are all frozen in and the ducks are all 
frozen out of their usual haunts.  
   Bursted faucets and split water pipes have been thicker 
than hair on a dog this week. 
   The Puget Sound mail from this place was sent by way 
of Kalama to-day, (Wednesday).  
   Mrs. Amelia Knight is quite ill at the residence of her 
son-in-law, W. B. Patterson.  
   J. J. Wintler is getting up a boiler and engine to be 
mounted on a wagon, for sawing wood.  
   The Portland newspaper writers up to date have 
neglected to announce that 1880 is leap year.  
   The very unusual phenomena for this country of "sun 
dogs" were visible on Tuesday morning.  



Trail Breakers – Vol. 49 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Vancouver, Washington 

 
 

 

 

   S. D. Maxon, Esq., during the week past of the 72 
patients admitted to the Territorial Insane Asylum during 
the last two years eight were from Clarke county, seven 
males and one female. Twenty were admitted from King 
county.  
   We are in receipt of the first number of the North 
Pacific Coast, published at New Tacoma. It is a 
handsomely gotten up six-teen page paper, well filled 
with excellent reading, and deserves success.  
   The Knights of Father Mathew, one of the leading 
temperance societies of Portland, are going to give a 
grand ball on New Year's eve. This affair will doubtless 
be largely attended, and some Vancouver people may 
attend.  
   During the time the steamer Vancouver lands below, 
Jerome B. Smith and Al. Bateman will run passenger 
and freight wagons to make connections, with 
headquarters at Smith's livery stable, where all orders 
may be left, and where all small packages will remain till 
called for.  
   We make our bow to T. C. Grant, General Agent of the 
North British and Mercantile Insurance Company, San 
Francisco, for his "Merry Christmas" card, accompanied 
by a table gem in the way of a match box, the neatest of 
the neat has been seriously ill but has been getting better 
for a day or two.  
   The steamer Vancouver had to take refuge from the 
running ice behind the government dock late Monday 
night.  
   Thanks to Dr. Rufus Willard for a copy of the report of 
the Trustees of the Insane Asylum sent to this office.  
   The steamer Traveler made her return trip to Portland 
on Monday, the captain not caring to risk being frozen in.  
   J. H. Foley, the agent of the Portland Standard, was 
skirmishing for a warm place at Vancouver fire-sides this 
week.  
   The stately and dignified Judge Dennison, who 
occasionally visits these parts, was married last week to 
Miss Menefee.   
   The recent Sisters fair at Walla Walla, under conduct of 
Sister Joseph, netted $1,700 for the institution at that 
place.  
   The Puget Sound papers have appointed Col. Haller to 
the command of the 23d Infantry, vice the late Gen. Jeff. 
C. Davis.  
   On Monday the steamer Emma Hayward took the 
Cascades route, the best steamer .on the river for 
navigating in running ice.  
   Dr. Randolph Smith on Saturday extracted the ball 
from Geo. Davis' back, and his chances for recovery are 
bettered thereby.  
   Lots of fresh measles in town, and as it is vacation time 
the school children are enjoying them to the full extent of 
the situation.  
   A few days ago some one entered the photograph 
gallery by means of false keys, and carried off some small 
articles of value. 

   John Wagenblast and brother-in-law came down from 
the Dalles on Saturday, to get the benefit of a mild climate 
during the freeze-up.  
   The ferry-boat started for Portland very early on 
Tuesday morning for winter quarters or some other place 
to get out of the running ice.  
   The Odd Fellows' Ball at Brant's hall on 'Christmas 
night will be the grandest affair of the kind attempted in 
this city for two years past at least.  
   Mayor Sohns returned home from the Sound on 
Saturday, and left to-day on the steamer for San 
Francisco, accompanied by his daughter Kate.  
   Mr. L. D. Brown has made a contract to stock the 
Vancouver Flouring Mills with wheat, which went into 
effect this week, and the mills are running full time.  
   There is a .conflict of opinion going on in this town as 
to whether the ladies or gentlemen shall make the New 
Years calls. The ladies claim it as 1880 is leap year. Some 
of the printers in town say that if the ladies determine to 
make calls on New Years day they will encourage the 
movement by placing a lot of baked beans on tap.  
   M. Buchanan is publishing in a Kansas paper, the 
Abilene Gazette, a series of letters upon the resources of 
this Territory. Thanks; are due to M. Buchanan for 
copies of the papers.  
   The expectant school-boy who longs for holidays will 
be nettled to learn that next year Washington's birthday, 
Decoration Day, July 4th and Christmas, will all come on 
Sunday.  
   During the present ice (blockade the steamer Vancouver 
will endeavor to keep up communication between 
Portland and this place by landing opposite the mouth of 
the Willamette.  
   This paper is issued a half a day ahead of the usual time, 
because the printers are constitutionally opposed to doing 
any harder work on Christmas day than eating turkey or 
playing "seven-up.''  
 
  Of the 72 patients admitted to the Territorial Insane 
Asylum during the last two years eight were from Clarke 
county, seven males and one female. Twenty were 
admitted from King county.  
   We are in receipt of the first number of the North 
Pacific Coast, published at New Tacoma. It is a 
handsomely gotten up six-teen page paper, well filled 
with excellent reading, and deserves success.  
   The Knights of Father Mathew, one of the leading 
temperance societies of Portland, are going to give a 
grand ball on New Year's eve. This affair will doubtless 
be largely attended, and some Vancouver people may 
attend.  During the time the steamer Vancouver lands 
below, Jerome B. Smith and Al. Bateman will run 
passenger and freight wagons to make connections, with 
headquarters at Smith's livery stable, where all orders 
may be left, and where all small packages will remain till 
called for.  
   We make our bow to T. C. Grant, General Agent of the 
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North British and Mercantile Insurance Company, San 
Francisco, for his "Merry Christmas" card, accompanied 
by a table gem in the way of a match box, the neatest of 
the neat.     [This is how it was printed.] 
 

Military Items. 
   Lieut. E. K. Webster, 2d Infantry, has been ordered to 
temporary duty at the post.  
   The pupils of the Post school gave an exhibition at Oak 
Grove Theatre on Friday evening, at the close of the term. 
The little people acquitted themselves creditably.  
   A "children's festival" was held at the Library Rooms, 
last evening. During the evening Santa Claus made his 
appearance and distributed goodies from the enormous 
tree set up in a corner of the room.  
 
   Election Of Officers.— At a meeting of St. Helens 
Lodge, No. 32, A. F. & A. M., held Saturday evening, 
Dec. 20, 1879, the following named persons were duly 
elected for the ensuing Masonic year:  T. C. Watts, W. 
M.; W. B. Morse, S. W.; R. Z. Joy, J. W.; Jas. Dart, 
Sec., James Muckle, Treas.; O. Johnson, Tyler.    
 
   Hayes Items.—O. C. Gilson, M. D., has been visiting 
friends up the river.  Geo. Davis has been removed to 
Vancouver for medical treatment. The receipts of the 
evening on the 12th were not enough to buy the best farm 
on Lewis river. Everything is quiet on the Potomac 
tonight. Dec. 19, 1879.  NOVICE.   
 
   Overboard.—On Monday, when the steamer Traveler 
was laying at Parker's Landing the engineer went out to 
the wheel to oil up, and the footing being icy fell off into 
the Columbia. He swam to shore, a hundred feet nearly, 
breaking the ice as he went, getting out safely but pretty 
well chilled. He had to swim for it, as no one saw him 
fall, and no boat was at hand.  
 
   Petitions For. Mail Routes.—On the 9th of December, 
Hon. Thos. H. Brents, delegate in Congress, presented 
petitions of citizens of Clarke county for the 
establishment of mail routes from Battle Ground to the 
north fork of Lewis river, and from Hayes to the north 
fork.  The establishment of these routes would be a great 
accommodation to the settlers, who now have to carry 
their own mails, or go without.  
 
   One Pair Gloves for Two Men.—A pioneer of Clarke 
county familiarly known as "one-armed Lewis," the 
other day met in Vancouver a man from Oregon who had 
also lost an arm, the opposite one to his own.  
Conversation soon developed the fact that each wanted a 
glove, and a friendly game of "cinch" soon settled the 
expense upon the gentleman from Oregon, who soon 
procured the one pair for two men at Hazard & Co.'s 
store. It is not often that it takes two men to fit into one 
pair of gloves.  

 
   Still Held.—Roswell Ward is still in the care of Sheriff 
Fletcher at the county jail. The officers did not arrive on 
the steamer as expected, and their present whereabouts 
are unknown, but Sheriff Fletcher this morning, 
(Wednesday,) received a telegram that an officer was on 
the way, and to hold Ward. We understand that some of 
Ward's friends talked of a forcible rescue, but nothing in 
this line has yet been attempted, nor is it likely.  No effort 
has been made to release him by a writ of habeas corpus, 
though it was once proposed.  We have been told that two 
men are under arrest in Iowa for complicity in the crime 
of which Ward is accused.  
 
   Christmas On Thursday.—The following has been taken 
from an old MS. in the British Museum, and is said to be 
hundreds of years old:   

If Xmas Day on Thursday be  
A windy winter ye shall see;  
Windy weather in each week  
And hard tempests strong and thick.  
The summer shall be good and dry,  
Corn and beets shall multiply;  
That year is good for lauds to till;  
Kings and princes shall die by skill.  
If a child born that day shall be  
It shall happen right well for he,  
Of deeds he shall be good and staple;  
Wise of speech and reasonable;  
Who that day goes thieving about  
He shall he punished without doubt,  
And if sickness that day. betide,  
It shall quickly from thee glide.  

We have received from a lady on Lewis river another 
detailed account of the death of Mrs. Millard, which 
occurred some time since, and as it differs so little from 
those already published we deem it not worth while to re-
open the subject.  No one can reasonably think that young 
Fisher was to blame, otherwise than in carelessly 
handling the gun, and no amount of talk can explain away 
that fact.  
 
    Sent Up.—Not long ago James Jamison had a garrison 
shoemaker make him a pair of boots, which were stolen 
from his wagon before he reached Main street the day he 
took them from the maker.  Mr. Jamison suspected a 
certain soldier of the theft, and last week the boots were 
found in the possession of this man, Jo. Harris, a private 
in K company, who was turned over to the civil 
authorities.  On Thursday he was brought before Justice 
Leverich, and upon conviction was sent to the county jail 
for two months, and the boots were turned over to the 
lawful owner.  
 
   Valuable Colt Hurt.—A short time since some careless 
hunter shot a valuable young colt on M. Wintler's farm, 
belonging to his son J. E. Wintler, and injured it very 
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seriously. Such accidents are getting so frequent along the 
Columbia that it is getting to be a serious matter with the 
farmers, who have lost this fall within ten miles of 
Vancouver enough stock killed by careless hunters to pay 
for all the ducks shot for the last three years, at $2 per 
dozen.  Every season increases the number of farmers 
who totally prohibit all shooting and hunting upon their 
lands. 
 
   A Leap For Liberty.—A farmer last week brought in a 
live deer, which he sold to Jo Burke for Christmas 
venison.  Jo placed it in the back room of the butcher 
shop, where it staid until it was tired of feeding on raw 
hides and salt slabs of bacon, and on Sunday night 
sometime it made a jump at the window, going through a 
10x12 pane of glass, taking it out clean.  From the 
window to the ground is about 20 feet, but the deer 
alighted in the snow without injury to itself, and was 
found feeding under S. D. Maxon's shed.  It will go for 
Christmas venison, as first intended.  
 
   Married.—We take the following item of interest to 
Lewis river people from the Abilene, Kansas, Gazette of 
Dec. 5th:   
 
    At the residence of Mr. James Bell, Nov. 27, 1879, a 1 
o'clock P. M., by Elder Stowitts, Capt. Manins 
Buchanan, of Clarke county, Wash. Ter., and Mrs. Anna 
B. Densmore, of this city.  
 
   The occasion was a family reunion, on Thanksgiving 
Day, and all enjoyed a very pleasant time, indeed. The 
bride is a sister of Mr. Bell, and was an old-time 
acquaintance of the groom's.  Friend Buchanan has not 
only secured at least one immigrant for Washington, 
unless he takes the Kansas fever and settles down in 
Dickinson county, but a good wife as well.  We wish the 
happy couple a large degree of prosperity.   
 
   Fire On Lewis River.—On the night of the 16th the 
store of Mr. Piper, located on his farm on the east fork of 
Lewis river, was burned with all the contents, consisting 
of a stock of dry goods and hardware.  His loss is severe, 
but covered somewhat by insurance.  Mr. Piper was 
away from home at the time, having gone to Portland.  
His wife was in the store until about 9 o'clock P. M., 
when she closed the store and retired to the dwelling 
house.  When she closed the store there was but very little 
fire in the stove, and had been but little during the 
evening, and it is hardly possible that the fire could have 
originated from that source.  If the work of an incendiary 
it is the Universal prayer of the community that he may be 
discovered and dealt with to the full ex-tent of the law.        
C.  K.   

 
   La Center.—La Center having put on her winter  
habiliments is waiting for the weather to improve, or 
something to turn up.  Mr. J. H. Timmen is yet "mine 
host'' of the La Center house, where the weary may find 
rest and comfort if a good square meal to revive the inner 
man, and good, warm, comfortable beds to invite "nature's 
sweet restorer sleep" is any evidence.  Mr. J. O. Miller is 
still in the dry goods business at this point.  Mr. Burr is 
still proprietor of and runs the flouring mill at this point; 
turns out a good quality of flour, and is doing a good 
business generally.  Mr. Peters is teaching a six months' 
school here; he is also attorney-at-law for this place and 
the surrounding country.  Dr. Davis has an office and 
drug store here.  Mr. Culbertson keeps a very good 
saloon here, though the country does not furnish a very 
great run of custom.  Mr. Laws does a pegging business 
in his boot and shoe shop, while Mr. Lyons does a 
ringing business in his blacksmith shop on the hill.  Yet 
La Center lacks a few of the modern improvements to 
bring her up to the standard of a terminus town, and La 
Center is a terminus,—it is the terminus of, the Portland 
and Lewis river steamer line, they making their home port 
here; but as I said, La Center lacks a few of the modern 
improvements.  She has no picture gallery, no barber 
shop, no Chinese wash house and no boot-black.  Yet 
time and business enterprise will in all probability bring 
all these and even more, when La Center will bid fair to 
become a county seat; this may seem very improbable, 
but stranger things thing that have happened, and the 
"land lays about right" for such a thing to happen here 
sometime.  OLD Boy.  
 
   The Portland Bridge.—following are the bids received 
by Foster & Willis, in Portland, for the building of the 
plank and bridge portion of the Portland and Vancouver 
road:   
Edward Pender, $7.00 per bent $1120 00;  
B. F. Smith, $3.90 per 1000 feet  1960 00  
Toombs & Demud 1619 00  
A. S. Miller & Son   1492 00  
Thos. G. Davidson   1500 00  
E. Cashen & Jas. Robertson 2000 00  
H. J. Morrison   1880 00  
D. F. Campbell   1150 00  
P. Carstens    1490 00  
David Beebe, $4.00 per 1000 feet.. 2000 00  
W. J. Algeo, $4.25 " " " .. 2125 00  
 
   The Californian.—We have received the initial number 
of a new monthly magazine, The Californian issued by A. 
Roman Publishing Company, 522    
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THE VANCOUVER 

INDEPENDENT 
Here shall the Press the People’s rights 

maintain, unawed by influence and unbribed by 
gain. 

 
   The Vancouver Independent of Vancouver, Washington 
Territory is being abstracted and formatted by CCGS 
member Jane Germann for the Trail Breakers. (The page 
and column number when known are in parenthesis.) 
Some issues of the newspaper are now online through the 
Clark County Historical Society and Washington State 
University. The microfilm copy, at the downtown Ft. 
Vancouver Library, can be very difficult to read. The best 
interpretation has been made. Some articles were long 
and not genealogically valuable and others sometimes are 
omitted or only partly transcribed. J.J. Beeson was the 
Editor. 
 

 
Vancouver Independent 
Thursday January 1, 1880 

Vol. 5, No. 19 
J.J. Beeson, Editor 

 
[Front page] 
Ads: 
The Independent 
Joseph M. Fletcher, Attorney and Counselor At Law 
Randolph Smith, M.D., Physician and Surgeon 
Bloomfield & Daniels, Attorneys-at-law 
New York Livery.  Feed and Sale.  Stable.  J.O. Smith, 

Proprietor 
Lurline, Jas. T. Gray, Master, Portland and Vancouver 

Packet. 
Harness, Saddlery, Hides and Pelts, J.J. Wintler 
Empire Market, Main Street, Vancouver, C. R. Stegert, 

Proprietor 
O’Neil & Smith, Fruits, Candies, Nuts, Tobacco, Cigars 
M. Wintler, General Merchandise, Main Street, 

Vancouver 
Restaurant.  Meals at all hours, Oysters, Fish, Game, Ice 

Cream, etc., Geo. Williams, Proprietor 
Anton Young’s Bottled Lager Beer, J. F. Francis 
Vancouver Drug Store, David Wall, Proprietor 
Holy Angels College, Boarding and Day School, Louis 

de G. Schram 
Livery and Feed Stable, A. J. Laws, Proprietor. 
Job Printing, Independent office. 
[First two columns on the front page] 
 
[Page 1, col 2:] 
   The Forest of Alaska, a book written by John Muir. 
 
   George Eliot’s physicians told her she would never 
again attempt literary work, said the Boston Post, wants 
that doctor to come right to the country and take charge of 
Joaquin Miller.   
 
[Page 4, col. 1:] 
 
   J. H. Turner, editor of the paper at Pendleton, Oregon, 
was on Tuesday, the 23d of December molested by a 

sheep-herder named Strode, a terrible bully, and before 
the row was ended Turner stabbed him through the heart 
causing instant death.”  Whiskey is said to be the cause of 
this terrible affair. 
    
[Page 4, col 2] 
 
   A German by the name of Penning [spell?] was frozen 
to death on the day before Christmas, while on the way 
from Portland to his home on the Sandy.  He undertook to 
walk the distance, 25 miles, and getting lost in taking a 
short cut through the woods, finally perished from 
exhaustion and exposure.  His body was found by his 
family on Christmas day, and in his arms were clasped 
tight the Christmas presents for his wife and children.   
 
  The cold weather of last week extended over the whole 
of the North American continent, and its severity was 
greater than usual.  Ice formed in California where it had 
not frozen before in years, and there is considerable 
damage of fruits and vegetables.  In Alaska the mercury 
went 26o below zero.   In Minnesota it went 36o below 
zero, and at St. Vincent, a few miles north of the British 
line, it was 38o below. 
 
   The Columbia river exports during December from the 
10th to the 30th of the month amounted to $100,538, in 
wheat about for England. 
 

NEWS ITEMS (selected) 
   The mercury marked 4o below were at Salem, Oregon, 
on the 23rd.   
   Gen. U. S. Grant is now going through the south 
Atlantic States, on his way to Cuba to spend the winter. 
   The office of the Walla Walla Statesman was partially 
destroyed by fire.  On the 24th, the presses said part of the 
material being saved in a damaged condition.  The office 
was damaged.   
   Gen. R. H. Milroy, while on the way to church recently 
from Olympia to South Bay, was thrown from his horse, 
receiving a severe injury in his left hips, while has taken 
affected for years from a wound made by a failed? bullet.   
 
[Page 4, col 3-4-5] 
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   1880, Harper’s Magazine, Illustrated, Weekley, 

Bazaar. 
Draying, Albert Bateman.   
Santa Claus” Headquarters are at Gridley and Whitney’s 

Furniture Store, Toys, Novelity Goods 
Everding & Farrell , dealer in Wheat, Hay, Oats, Straw, 

Barley, Ground Feed, Timothy Seed, Flour, Bacon, 
Groceries, corner of Front and Alder Streets. 

1880 Harper’s Young People. 
Vancouver Nursery, A. Cook & Son.   
John Jaggy, Fall and Winter Goods, Cloaks, Cashmeres, 

Alpacas, Millinery Goods, winter hats, Boots, Shoes, 
Crockery, Glassware, Groceries.   

 
NOTICE. 

Estate of Joseph Petrain, Catherine Petrain, widow, ….   
William Ranck, Probate Judge. 

 
[Page 5, Col 1] 

Brief Mention. 
   Here beginneth 1880. 
   Are your potatoes frozen? 
   City Council meeting Monday night. 
   Skating is not much of a success this year. 
   The duck shooting season is over in this 
vicinity. 
   Mrs. Knight, we are glad to say, is slowly improving. 
   No mails have been received from the Walla Walla 
country since Dec. 20. 
   The upper Columbia is still blockaded, and shows no 
signs of opening. 
   A big mail was received at the Vancouver post-office on 
Monday evening. 
   Gay Hayden, jr., came home from Philomath to pass 
the holiday vacation. 
   County School Superintendent Robb is off on a tramp 
among the country 
   Daniels brothers have been very busy for a week in 
repairing bursted water-pipes. 
   G. W. Durgin has the lumber on the ground for a 
sidewalk in front o€ his lots. 
   G. H. Hines, the boss printer of Portland, sends us the 
first calendar for the new year. 
   The rain and wind storm of yesterday was about as lofty 
as we ever get in this country. 
   James Crawford, Sr., is so far recovered from his 
broken arm that he will soon be out of bed. 
   There was no service in St. Luke’s Church last Sunday, 
on account of the sickness of Rev. A. S. Nicholson. 
   The father-in-law of Isaac Thomas fell from the back 
steps a day or two since, and broke his collar bone. 
   The steamer Vancouver is making her regular daily trips 
this week, the river being clear of ice in this section. 
   The new Secretary of War has made our General 
Service boys happy by a New Years gift of an increase of 
salary. 
   Chas. F. West arrived home from San Francisco on 
Saturday night, looking as fresh as a new school-marm. 
   The sleighing lasted just five days, and our eight inches 
of snow is all gone, except little patches here and there. 
   The committee which has on hand the Short estate 

compromise is now ready to quiet titles for property 
holders.   
   L. Van Vleet arrived home from his surveying trip in 
the upper country about two weeks ago, looking hale and 
hearty. 
   Last week a brother-in-law of C. F. West, Mr. James 
Kelly, was considerably hurt by falling from a train near 
Milwaukie, Or. 
   The steamer Vancouver now carries the mails between 
this place and Portland while the Cascades steamers are in 
winter quarters. 
   The new store building of G. W. Durgin is now nearly 
completed, the carpenter work being all done except some 
fittings, and the painting completed. 
   Letter uncalled for in Wells, Fargo & Co.’s express 
office are for Mrs. Mary Burgy, E. Corrigan, L. 
Herschfeld, and Miss Annie Peel. 
   Communication with the Dalles and the upper country 
is cut off, except to men who can braved mountain travel 
in winter.  The mails are very uncertain. 
   The Oregonian announced last week that the Columbia 
was frozen over at this point.  It was misinformed.  There 
has been no closing of the ice here yet. 
   George Davis, who is still in the hospital, has so far 
recovered that he can sit up a little occasionally, and his 
prospects for full recovery brighten every day. 
   Fred W. Bier, County Treasurer, yesterday forwarded 
the Territorial tax collected in this county to the 
Territorial Treasurer at Olympia, amounting to $3,000. 
   There are 29 Indian tax-payers in Yakima county, 33 in 
Clarke county, 50 in Thurston and 155 in other portions 
of the Territory.  These taxes are paid mainly on land.  
   We return thanks to B. L. Morrison, Esq. for esteemed 
Christmas compliments, and indulge the hope that the 
beautiful rotundity of his shadow may never be reduced. 
   St. Luke’s Parish school will not commence next 
Monday on account of the illness of the teacher, Miss 
Loomis.  Notice of the commencement of the term will be 
duly published. 
   Mr. R. B. Kinne, the special agent who has been 
attending to the donation claim business on this cost for a 
year past, sailed for San Francisco, on his return to 
Washington, on Tuesday. 
   A Dalles correspondent says James Sutton is the genial 
operator and O. S. N. Co.’s agent at Celilo.  James has a 
cozy home, s good position, and he is attentive and 
industrious, making many friends. 
   Charles Hutscheck and John McMullen has a 
discussion with a government mule on Monday, but the 
mule objecting to being shod introduced a forcible 
argument just over Charlie’s eye, and now he carries his 
head in a sling.   
   The printers of Vancouver have made preparations to 
receive New Years callers, and the “banquet is “set off” 
with a choice assortment of “pi,” “squabbles,”  
“electrotypes,” “mashes” and various printers’ edibles, as 
well as a large quantity of freshly tapped baker beans.   
 

Military Items. 
   New Years Day is being generally celebrated at the 
garrison.  At noon the officers of the station   
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at the garrison. At noon the officers of the station paid 
their official respects, in a body to General Howard, and 
subsequently made calls upon the ladies of the post. 
   Lieut F. E. Eltonhead, 21st infantry returned front San 
Francisco on the last steamer. 
   The non-commissioned officers gave a hop at the 
government engine house last evening. The old year was 
mustered out in a becoming manner, and a general good 
time was had. 
   Colonel Granville O. Haller, recently restored to the 
army, has been assigned to the command of the 23d 
infantry, by the War Department. The regiment is 
stationed in the Indian Territory. 
   General O. D. Greene and Col. E. C. Mason gave a 
reading at the Oak Grove Theatre on Saturday, for the 
benefit of the enlisted men, who were present in large 
numbers.  The subjects were carefully selected from 
standard authors and well given, and the standard authors 
and well given, and the entertainment fully appreciated 
and enjoyed by all who attended.   
 
[Page 5, Col. 2] 
   CHRISTMAS was duly observed in Vancouver, after 
the usual style. Service was held in the churches, business 
was suspended, the young men went skating, the boys and 
girls hung up their stockings up, and everybody sat as 
close to the fire as possible, for it was Canadian 
Christmas weather. 
 
   Deer Caught.—Friday afternoon some gentlemen 
standing on the dock at Kalama notice a deer floating 
down the river on a cake of ice.  A boat was lowered, and 
as it approached, the frightened animal jumped into the 
water, but was soon caught by the horns and towed 
ashore.   
 
   County Finances. —The County Treasurer gives notice 
that in four weeks he will be prepared to pay all county 
Orders issued prior to May 19, and those issued on that 
day up to No. 97. Outstanding orders to that date paid will 
leave the county indebtedness about $3,500. On August 1, 
1879, the indebtedness was $7,552. The finances as 
compared with a year ago will show a slight reduction of 
the total indebtedness. 
 
   Masonic. —The following are the officers elected for the 
ensuing year in Kalama Lodge No. 17: John Hussman, W. 
M., John H. Colvin, S. W.; Wm. Bratton, Sr., J. W.; 
Chas. C. Hoffman, Treas.; Joseph Smith, Sec.; John 
Lyons, S. D.; James Cantwell, J. D.; Saml. Henry, S. S.; 
D. McNab, J. S.; Jas. Huntington, T. 
 
   County Finances. The County Treasurer gives notice 
that in four weeks he will be prepared. to pay all County 
Orders issued prior to May 19, and those issued on that 
day up to No. 97. Outstanding orders to that date paid will 
leave the county indebtedness shout $3,500, On August 1, 

1879 the indebtedness was $7,552. The finances as 
compared with a year ago will show slight reduction of 
the total indebtedness. 
 
   LATEST ADVICES from the up country boys state that 
Wm. Wagenblast's name is not John, and that the fellow 
who told us it was is a muldoon. And further, that Richard 
Avanne is not Wagenblast's brother-in-law but is very 
likely to be somebody's if he don't quit his assiduous 
attentions to the webfoot girls. Anyhow the boys came 
down to see the pretty girls of webfoot, and get some 
apples. 
 
   Rough on Stock.---The l bitter cold weather on the stock 
ranges of Eastern Oregon will have the effect, should it 
continue a few days longer, to kill hundreds and 
thousands of stock. They will freeze to death while 
standing on the prairies. Beef cattle will be scarce in this 
market in a few` days and will bring round figures, and 
then the farmers of Clarke county who have been holding 
for better prices will reap their reward. 
 
   Suicide.—Michael O'Connor, fifer in C company, 2Ist 
Infantry, attempted suicide at the garrison on Saturday 
last.  On the 18th inst. he was released from a period of 
six month's confinement, and since that time been 
drinking very freely. The rash act is attributed to drink. 
He is lying very low at the post hospital, although his 
recovery is expected. He inflicted several severe gashes 
on his throat with a razor, and although not discovered 
immediately, as still hacking away 
 

That Survey. 
VANCOUVER, Dec. 27, 1879.  
EDITOR INDEPENDENT: 
   Will you give a tax-payer, and an old citizen, an 
opportunity to ask through your columns a few questions 
of the city council in regard to the present street question, 
which is agitating the thinking portion of its citizens? 
   Why did the last council pass a law defining the 
boundaries of the streets in the city? Does not the charter 
give the council exclusive jurisdiction over the streets and 
public grounds? If the ordinance as passed by the last 
council before they went out of office was unauthorized, 
uncalled for and illegal, null and void, why repeal it? And 
what object can the present council have in obliterating 
the monuments as put up by the city surveyor, Hon. C. H. 
Steward? Are those stones going to be crushed in a 
quartz mill and scattered to the four winds of Heaven so 
that they will be totally obliterated? 
  Do not the tax-payers have to pay for getting those 
ordinances up and printed, and recorded, and then 
repealed? Would it not have been better to have employed 
some other surveyor, if one could have been found, and 
take the field notes as filed in the Auditor's office and 
found whether the survey was correct or not? 
      Yours respectfully,   TAX PAYER. 
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The Short Claim. 
   We publish to-day an advertisement signed by Charles 
Brown and Charles H. Whitney, trustees, in relation to 
deeds to be given to the holders of property situated on 
the Short claim. In order that those interested may better 
understand the matter, we propose to briefly state the 
history of the matter. In the year 1877 the "Short heirs," or 
a majority of them, commenced in the District Court two 
actions in ejectment, one against S. R. Whipple and the 
other against Wm. C. Hazard. As these two actions were 
test cases, a number of citizens who held lands under the 
same title as Whipple and Hazard united for the purpose 
of defending the titles of Whipple and Hazard.  A 
demurrer was filed, argued by able counsel on both sides, 
and overruled by the court. The decision upon the 
demurrer very clearly indicated that the Short heirs would 
win, and that the greatest number of our citizens were 
holding under a title which was no title at all. Under these 
circumstances, and acting upon the advice of their 
attorneys, seven of those interested united and formed 
themselves into a committee to purchase the right and title 
of the Short heirs to the property, to the intent that the 
land claimed by the several holders under deeds found to 
be worthless might be conveyed to them upon the 
payment of a pro rata share of the cost of acquiring the 
title of the Short heirs.  The heirs were widely scattered.  
Some were in Eastern Oregon, other in Eastern 
Washington Ter., and others in Southern California.  All 
were found and the title of all of them secured.  All had to 
be done very quietly, for if the scheme was made public 
its object would have been defeated.  After the title of the 
Shorts had been purchased it was necessary to buy the 
attorneys on the other side, as the Short heirs had sold or 
given them a one-half interest in the land.  The title of 
these gentlemen (excepting Leander Holmes) was 
secured, and then Holmes commenced three suits in 
equity to set aside deeds made by three of the Short heirs.  
The litigation was long and expensive, and it would 
occupy too much space to tell all about it.  The matter is 
all settled now; the legal estate is now in the hands of two 
trustees, in trust to convey the lots and parcels to the 
respective holders upon the payment of that part of the 
amount of the cost of procuring the title, which had been 
equitably assessed to the several lots and parcels, upon the 
payment of which sum the holders of the land will have 
perfect titles.  The committee desires to make no profit, 
the whole aim and intent being to settle for good the title 
to the land upon which that part of the city west of Main 
street is built.  The amount of money expended is, in the 
aggregate large, but the amount assessed upon the 
respective holders of the property is small.  By reference 
to the advertisement it will be been that payment must be 
made in ninety days from date, and that full information 
will be given upon application of Charles Brown at the 
Auditor’s office.   
 

Our Mails.—From the time the O. S. N. Co.'s boat 
quit running last week until Monday evening 
Vancouver had no mails whatever from Portland, 

except what our postmaster sent for by a clerk as 
special messenger. This was a great detriment to the 
town, and particularly to the public service, the 
Headquarters of the Department of the Columbia 
feeling the inconvenience even more than our citizens. 
It is hinted that we could have had mail only that 
Portland men are interested in making headquarters 
here as uncomfortable and inconvenient as possible, to 
the end that they may be removed back to Portland. 
Portland officials claimed they had no authority to send 
Mails by any other boat than the ones which held the 
mail contract, and never applied for authority to do so 
until our postmaster began to make things pretty warm, 
and they made no effort to induce the O. S. N. Co. to 
find means to fill their contract. Monday night they 
sent a special route agent over with the mails, which 
ended for the present the mail blockade, which need 
not have existed a day had the Portland officials done 
their duty. 

This state of affairs must have a remedy. At each 
recurring close of the Columbia, or obstruction of 
navigation, we shall be subjected by Portland stupidity 
to these annoyances, and in this matter it is exceedingly 
plain that "God helps him who helps himself." What 
we want is a mail route established from this city to 
Portland overland, to leave that city every afternoon 
after the arrival of the overland train, making the return 
trip to Portland in the morning, starting at 7 o'clock 
from this place. Such an arrangement would have many 
advantages. It would bring our overland mails one day 
sooner than we now get them. It would get our mails 
off from 12 to 24 hours sooner than they go now. There 
is no .time of the year that they cannot be taken across 
the river at this point, and by this route the mails for 
Puget Sound would never be cut off. This route will 
soon be established, as our citizens have already moved 
in the matter, and will not rest until it is accomplished, 
for they are tired of being the smallest knot in the tail 
of the Portland kite at all times. Let every citizen of 
Vancouver do his duty in this matter, acting unitedly, 
and all cause for complaint on account of delayed mails 
will be done away with until the Northern Pacific 
railroad can give us a mail that does not have to pass 
through the greedy maw of an Oregon town. 

 
THE LATE GEN. KEARNEY. 

A Correct Version of one of the Many 
Anecdotes told of that Gallant Soldier. 

Vancouver Barracks, Dec. 19, ‘79. 
   I promised to give you the true version of the 
Kearney story. Many a good tide is injured by 
corrections and it will doubtless be the case 
with this one, yet this is an age when men are 
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not satisfied with "good tales." They want facts 
above, below and around them, preferring the 
accuracy of a retentive, memory to the most 
brilliant flight of a daring imagination. 
   The celebrated battle of Fair Oaks, called by 
the Confederates Seven Pines, was fought on 
the evening of the last day of May and the first 
day of June, 1862. I went into action quite 
early in the morning of the second day of the 
battle; was twice wounded in the right arm. 
The second wound was a severe one and 
caused me to leave the field about half past ten 
in the day. I went to the field hospital, where 
hundreds of others were already congregated, 
and toward evening had this arm amputated. 
General Kearney, who was engaged not far 
from my position, and with whom I had often 
been in juxtaposition no that we exchanged 
visits, doubtless heard of my fortune that 
evening. The next day I set out on foot for 
the depot at Fair Oaks and met General 
Kearney near the railroad, on horseback, 
who quietly dismounted and extended his 
hand to use. It was the right hand, of course, 
for he had buried the left in Mexico.  I was in 
good spirits, as cheerful us usual, and 
perhaps striving not to be depressed by the 
pity of my comrades, so I said, in a joking 
manner, as my left hand clasped his right: 
"There is one thing we can do, general—we 
can buy our gloves together." 
   "Sure enough," he said, and then went on to 
say that I must not mind the loss. He 
declared, among other consoling things, that 
the ladies never noticed the lack of an arm to 
the disadvantage of a man. 
   Gen. Phil. Kearney was habitually most 
genial and courteous in his deportment, and 
always treated me with marked attention and 
respect, so that the various stories from that 
time of his roughness, slighting words 
respecting prayer, and the like, have no place. 
He was quick tempered and exceedingly 
sensitive. 
   One night when his staff had failed to put his 
troops into position along the Orange & 
Alexandria Railroad, I saw him in a great 
passion. He was then in manner simply terrific. 

I saw him again angry after the battle of 
Williamsburg. He had made an advance with 
his usual fierce and fearless enterprise, and 
thought that McClellan should have given him 
the creme de la creme of the fame bearing 
telegram announcing the victory; but it was 
another who had done wonders that reaped the 
much coveted reward. Then you should have 
seen Phil Kearney to comprehend his 
exhibition of vehement anger and bitter 
disappointment! It is impossible to estimate, 
much more to depict, the loss of living force 
.which we were wont to waste in those 
times from want of steady. harmonious and 
united action. Phil Kearney would, in my 
judgment, have made a most effective and 
dashing cavalry leader.  He was crippled in 
energy and disappointed in action because of 
the slowness of infantry and the, other chafing 
restraints of his situation. He did love brave 
men, such as gave best promise to make short 
and decisive work of the war. The remarkable 
contrasts of sunshine and shadow in him made 
him a marked man-a study. 
Peace to his ashes! Yours truly, 

O. O. HOWARD. 
 
   Puget Sound Mails.— Under this head the 
Oregonian advocates the establishment of a 
mail route down the Columbia on the Oregon 
side to a point opposite Kalama, to ferry across 
the river there. There is already a winter route " 
authorized by the Post Office Department at 
Washington, and contracts made, with 
arrangements all completed, for carrying the 
aforesaid mails by way of this city down the 
river to Kalama. But that is nothing in the eyes 
of Portlanders, and is probably null and void 
because the Portland Board of Trade has not 
authorized the U. S government to make any 
such arrangements. 
 

Married. 
   On Tuesday evening, Dec. 23, 1879, at the 
residence of the bride's parents in Portland, by 
Rev. J. Sellwood, Mr. James Muckle of St. 
Helens and Miss Jennie Groves. 
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Notice. 
   To all persons holding lots, blocks or parcels 
of land in the city of Vancouver within the tract 
of land known as the "Short Claim:" 
   The undersigned trustees hereby give notice 
to all concerned, that pursuant to the terms of a 
certain trust deed executed by Samuel R. 
Whipple and others, an assessment has been 
made of the amount to be paid by the holders 
of lots, blocks and parcels of land within said 
claim, to entitle them to a conveyance of such 
lots, blocks or parcel of land, and the 
undersigned are now ready to execute and 
deliver proper deeds of conveyance upon such 
payment being made. No deeds will be 
delivered unless payment be made within 
ninety days from and after this. date. 
   For further particulars inquire of Charles 
Brown, at the County Auditor's office.  
   Dated January 1st, 1879. 
  CHARLES BROWN. 
td]                     CHARLES H. WHITNEY 
 

County Orders! County Orders!! 
   I will pay upon presentation to me within four (4) weeks 
from date all County Orders issued by the Auditor of 
Clarke county, W. T. up to and including Order No. 97 of 
May 19, 1879. If said orders are not presented within said 
four weeks from date, I will pay subsequent orders in 
priority of issue as far as funds for that purpose can be 
applied. Interest on all orders issued between order No. 85 
of 1878, inclusive, and the said order No. 97 of 1879, 
inclusive, will cease on the expiration of this notice. 
                FRED W. BIER, 
                   County Treas. Of Clarke Co. W. T. 
Dates Vancouver, w. T., Dec 31, 1879.  [ 4t’ 
 

Notice to Hunters. 
Notice is hereby given to all men, boys and soldiers, that 
in accordance with the statutes of the Territory of 
Washington in such cases made and provided, that we 
hereby prohibit, under full penalty of the law, all hunting 
of game or shooting of tire-arms upon our farms on the 
Columbia river above the city of Vancouver. M. 
WINTLER. 
                             J. H. FLETCHER. 
   Vancouver, Dec. 24, 1879. 
 
[Local ads on page 7.] 
GUNS, Wm. Deck [Beck or Heck??] & Son, 

Portland 
Molson & sons’ celebrated Beer, Ale and 

Porter,  
Oregon Kidney Tea, Hodge, David & Co., 

Proprietors 

DuBois & King, Merchants 
J.A. Strowbridges, Leather & Shoes 
Cosmopolitan Hotel, The Dalles, Oregon  

Thomas Smith  
Trenkmann & Wolff, Machinists, Portland 
Dry Goods, Clothing, Groceries, P. Selling, 

Portland. 
Hawley, Dodd & Co., Portland, Hardware, 

Iron and Steel, Agricultural Implements, 
Plows, Studebaker Wagon. 

Tourists’ and Travellers’ Guide, D. H. Stearns, 
Publisher, Portland, Oregon 

[page 8:] 
Sohns & Schuele’s, Rubber Goods, 

Overshoes, Butter Barrels, Beef Barrels, 
Kraut Barrels, Pickle Kegs. 

Toussaint Brothers, Stoves and Tinware 
Joseph Burke, Prop’r:  Washington Market, 

Beef, Pork, Veal, Mutton, Lamb, Etc.   
Bloomfield & Daniels, Attys at Law, 

Vancouver, W.T. 
Sohns & Schuele, Dry Goods and Groceries, 

Lumber, Shingles, Lime and Cement 
Photograph Gallery, Vancouver, W.T., J.N. 

Armstrong  
City Boot and Shoe Store, R. Wold 
Daniels Brothers, Cook Stoves, Ranges, 

Heating Stoves, House Furnishing 
Hardware. 

St. Luke’s Parish School, Vancouver, W.T., 
Rev. A. S. Nicholson, Rector, Miss A. 
Loomis, Principal and teacher of English 
and French, Mrs. M. E. Nicholson, 
Teacher of Music 

Centennial Bakery, Main Street, Vancouver, 
Jacob Clausen 

Mrs. Schofield, Dry Goods, Hats, Cloaks, 
Boots and Shoes, Groceries, Crockery, 
Glassware 

 
Administrator’s Notice. 

   M. J. Gillikin, Margaret J. Gillikin 
FOR SALE:  100 acres near Lacamas lake; 

Apply J. ------------, Fishers Landing, W.T.  
 
Business Property For Sale.      John Eddings, 

Vancouver 
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Vancouver Independent 
Thursday January 8, 1880 

Vol. 5, No. 20 
J.J. Beeson, Editor 

 
[Front page, col. 3] 

Ute Usage. 
Miss Meeker Lecture About Her Captivity 

Among the Savages 
   Miss Josephine Meeker lectured on her 
captivity and the customs of the Utes at the 
Denver Opera House recently to an 
overflowing audience.  The Denver Tribune 
describer her appearance as follows: 
[Josephine Meeker describes the eating habits 
and clothing of the Utes.]   
 
   The Indians in the State of Chihuahua, 
Mexico, have killed about 300 people during 
the past two months, and the governor is 
offering $100 for each Indian scalp brought to 
him.  The insurgents, who have been fighting 
the government for some time, now find better 
picking among the red skins.   
 
[Front page, col 4-5] 

The Skagit Gold Mines. 
   These mines, says Mr. Goodell, one of the 
first miners on that stream, are located on the 
upper Skagit, and two of its branches, Ruby 
and Canyon creeks.  The country is almost 
impassable to the surest footed, and so of 
precipices, gorges, sink-holes, and swamps, 
and tangled thickets that miners, who are as a 
class the best pathfinders in the world, have 
frequently spent weeks in tenting fume this 
mouth of the Ruby to my place, distance of 
barely 20 miles. Men have frequently fainted 
on the trail, and the hardships endured last 
season would fill a volume. Rapids must be 
passed, steep mountains ascended. and at one 
place a thread-like trail less than one foot in 
width leads right round a precipice, to the sides 
of which the miner, must cling with tooth and 
nail to escape being dashed into the river 
boiling and surging thousands of feet below 
him. I tell you, says Mr. Goodell, it requires 
nerve. To get there you take the boat at Seattle, 

and go 70 miles down the sound to the mouth 
of the Skagit. You then ascend to Mt. Vernon, 
ten miles from its mouth. Steamers take you 
daily from Seattle to Mt. Vernon for $3.   You 
are now on the Skagit proper, which is 
supposed by some to be navigable for the light 
boats a distance of eighty miles or within 25 
miles of the mines, but no steamer has yet 
accomplished.  The river above Mt.  Vernon to 
my store is a very swift-running steam, but free 
from obstructions. The present mode for 
navigating the river is for three men to charter 
a canoe, with Indians to manage it. The canoe 
can he obtained at an, expense of $30, and will 
hold, besides the Indians and the three whites, 
from twelve to fifteen hundred weight of 
provisions, enough last three careful men five 
to six months.  The canoe voyage from Mt. 
Vernon by the portage will occupy fully five 
days. It is not necessarily dangerous, but 
requires considerable caution, as a tumble into 
the its cold mountain waters of the Skagit 
means cramps and death. A few lives were lost 
last season from canoes, but none while the 
Indians had them in hand. For eighty miles this 
canon route passes through one of the finest 
bodies of agricultural land in Washington 
Territory, which now lies unoccupied. Many 
creeks and rivers are passed. Baker river joins 
the Skagit from the north, forty miles above 
Mt. Vernon. The Baker is a stream of 
considerable size and may possibly be 
navigable for light draft boats. The Baker bars 
were once the cause of a mining furor, but were 
long ago abandoned.  The Sauk next joins the 
Skagit from the south, and is a stream about the 
size of the Baker, but is not navigable.  Traces 
of gold have been found along its banks. From 
the mouth of Sauk, as far as any miner has 
ascended, the Skagit bars all prospect in gold. 
Even at my place I have rocked out $1 per lay 
with an old rocker. The bars are all extensive; 
some of them are two or three miles long and a 
quarter mile wide, and prospect gold in all 
places.  No one having yet prospected to bed 
rock their exact richness is unknown.  The 
entire river is but a huge conjecture. The next 
stream to be passed is the Cascade, a river 
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about the size of the Sauk, and like it shows 
signs of gold. About ten miles above the mouth 
of the Cascades is the portage where is a huge 
rapid full of immense boulders barely passable 
for canoes. Here the men disembark and carry 
the loading about five hundred yards, over a 
fair trail.  The Indians either carry the canoes 
over the portage, or bring them over the rapids 
by means of ropes.  From the portage to my 
place, a distance of eight miles, there is no 
serious obstruction to the canoe navigation, but 
great care must be exercised as the river to roll 
of suck-holes.  The country above the portage 
is bleak and mountainous one. High hills 
spring one above the other, hundreds of feet 
into the air, and catching the eternal snows 
render their sides and passes impregnable to 
all. Their formation is mostly of granite, bleak, 
and lifeless.  Avalanches are frequent and 
craters of extinct volcanoes stand on all sides. 
My place is next reached, and the miner finds 
himself in the “bad lands” of the Indians, a 
rough, unbroken, dismal solitude.  Fifteen or 
twenty miles above my place the Ruby flows 
into the Skagit, and here the diggings 
commence, extending up the Ruby to its forks, 
a distance of 40 miles. Though this is a large 
space of country it in all claimed and staked 
off. At Its richness is of course not yet known, 
no gold was struck on this stream until about 
the middle of September.  Only one claim was 
opened and operated last season, that one being 
the “Nip-and-Tuck,” which, operated only a 
few days yielded its owners over $1200 in gold 
dust.  The men who were drifting about, 
rocking everywhere they could, took out 
considerable dust.  From its mouth to the 
source the stream prospects in gold fully as 
well as the “Nip-and-Tuck,” and this is what 
has made all old miners who have visited the 
Skagit so delighted and enthusiastic over its 
future.  The circumstances that led to the 
discovery of the mines are about as follows:  
Jack Rowley, an old miner who formerly lived 
at the Dalles, took the idea into his head that as 
gold had been found on Baker bars it would do 
well to prospect further up the Skagit.  Every 
bar yielded gold and after drifting about four 
years on different tributaries of the main river, 
he reached the mouth of Ruby creek in 1878, 

and found signs of gold which he considered 
rich.  Before a thorough test could be given he 
was compelled to return to civilization on 
account of a lack of provisions.  He went back 
in the fall, followed up the Ruby, and about 
four miles above the mouth found $10 in 
coarse gold in once going to bed-rock.  He 
returned to the settlements and showed this 
gold, which caused the excitement of 1879. 

 
[Pages 2 and 3 none; Page 4 Col 2] 
   The report of the coroner for 1879 in San 
Francisco shows that of 415 deaths that came 
under his supervision there were 92 suicides, 
and other that possibly might have been from 
the same cause, enough to swell the total 
number of deaths from that cause to 100.  This 
bring to the reflective mind a fearful array of 
misfortune, dissipation, gambling and crime 
existing, as the cause of so much self 
destruction. 
 
Local Ads: 
Draying.  Albert Bateman 
Furniture Store, Wall Paper, Baby Carriages, 

Agricultural Implements, Undertaker’s 
Department, Gridley & Whitney 

Vancouver Nursery, A. Cook & Son. 
Fall and Winter Goods, Millinery Goods, 

Shoes, Cockery, Groceries, John Jaggy. 
[Notice of Joseph Petrain, deceased printed  
from 18 Dec 1879, Catherine Petrain widow.] 
 
[Page 5, col 1] 

Brief Mention. 
   The Columbia river is on the rise, and the 
Willamette also. 
   “The rains descended and the floods came,” 
and history is now in a fair way to repeat itself. 
   Persons on the way to the upper country 
detain here, left on Tuesday morning for their 
destination.  
   The game law went into effect on the 1st inst., 
and hunter should look out how they kill 
forbidden game. 
   All the small streams throughout Clarke 
county are booming, and there is a prospect for 
a young flood in spots. 
   Letters uncalled for in Wells, Fargo & Co.’s 
express officer, Vancouver, Jan.8, 1880:  Dan. 
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Ollis, John McCarty. 
   Capt. Jas. W. Troup and wife, of Celilo, 
arriver here yesterday afternoon, and are 
visiting relatives in the city.   
   Commissary Sergeant John Pieper has 
been ordered to Fort Townsend, and will start 
to-morrow for his new post.   
  The steamer Emma Hayward did not get 
through to the Cascaded on Friday, but make 
the trip on Saturday, and each day since. 
   Miss A. Loomis, teacher in St. Luke’s parish 
school, has so far improved in health as to be 
able to commence school on Monday, 
probably. 
   The storm was so wild on Tuesday evening 
that it prevented many of the towns-people 
from attending the Oak Grove Theatre 
entertainment. 
   The year there will be six eclipses, four of 
the son and two of the moon.  The Total eclipse 
of the sun January 11th will be partially visible 
here.  
   The New Years day of the Portland 
Oregonian was the finest and most complete 
specimen of a news.  We have received a copy 
of Governor Ferry’s annual report to the 
Secretary of the Interior, which we shall take 
the liberty to review as some future time. 
   The first through connection with the Dalles 
and the upper country was made on Monday, 
and a deluge of deployed mail and express 
matter came down upon us. 
   Many of our citizens will learn with regret 
that Mr. S. W. Brown has resigned his seat in 
the city council.  He has always served the city 
conscientiously and well.      
   From all parts of the country there appears to 
be a general inequity as to Oregon and 
Washington.  We are satisfied that there will be 
a very large emigration the coming season.   
 

Military Items. 
   General G. B. Dandy and family spent 
Sunday at the garrison. 
   Captain Evan Miles and Lieut. C. H. 
Bonesteel, 21st  Infantry, were registered in 
Washington recently. 
   A Board of officers is in session at the post to 

re-arrange the salaries of Civilian employees, 
under recent order of the War Department.  
Major C. G. Sawtelle, Major E. C. Mason 
and Lieut. J. Q. Adams compose the board.    
   Col. H. A. Morrow, Lieut. Col. E. I. Bailey, 
Major O. D. Greene and Capt. J. A. Kress 
have been appointed to examine into the merits 
of a knapsack invented by Lieut. Col. 
Merriam.   
   A court-martial is order to meet at Fort Walla 
Walla on the 12th inst., for the trial of First 
Lieut. Henry Catley, 2nd Infantry.  Lieut. Col. 
Alex. Chambers, 21st Infantry, is President, 
and Lieut. C. E. S. Wood, 21st Infantry, Judge 
Advocate, J. W. Cochrane, Esq., of this city, 
has been appointed stenographer of the court. 
   A Washington dispatch to the New York 
papers with reference to the assignment of 
Colonel Haller to the 23rd Infantry, says:  An 
effort is being made to have this question 
referred to the Attorney-General, as many 
officer have been overslaughed by this action.  
Should Fitz-John Porter be successful in his 
application for reinstatement, the Action of 
Congress in Col. Haller’s case will be a 
precedent for placing him in that rank which he 
would have held had he never been dismissed 
from the service  Officers of the army in 
Washington regarded the Colonelcy of the 23d 
Infantry as properly belonging to Lieut. Col. 
Otis of the 22d Infantry.  
 
   Death of Mrs. Cooke.—Mrs. Anna Cooke, 
the aged mother of James W. Vinton and 
Captain Horatio Cooke, Mrs. A. R. 
Middleton and Mrs. Dr. Thompson, died in 
Portland last Sunday at the advanced age of 85 
years.  Mrs. Cooke was well known in this 
city, having been in years part a frequent 
visitor to her daughter, Mrs. Middleton, and 
many friends.  The deceased came to Oregon in 
1854.  She was a most estimable lady, and her 
death is much regretted by a large circle of 
friends.     
 
[Page 5, col. 2] 
   Suicide.—Spencer Hill, a dissolute gambler, 
who hung out in this city two years ago, or 



  

 

41 

thereabout, with a half-breed wife, city his 
throat nearby Albany, Oregon, on Saturday 
last.  He was very much dissipated, and a 
totally worthless member of society.   
 
   Post Offices.—The post office at Sprague, 
Skamania county, has been re-established, with 
Thomas P. Monaghan as postmaster.  
Discontinued—Bruceport, Pacific county, W. 
T.  Postmasters appointed—Mrs. Jane 
Dimmick, Center Bend, Douglas county, 
Oregon; Wm. B. Emmonds, Grove Spring, 
Baker county, Ogn.; Chas. A. Schulz, Olex, 
Wasco county, Ogn.; Wm. H. Morgan, 
Sauvie’s Island, Multnomah county, Ogn.   
 
Leap Year Party.—Appropriately to the year 
upon which we have must entered some of the 

young ladies of our city gave at Turnbull’s 
hall on Thursday evening a “leap year party,” 
to which the true spirit of the occasion and as 
become gallant gentlemen they escorted their 

respective guests, where one of, if not the 
pleasantest party of the season was numerously 

attended and enjoyed by all.  The spirit and 
managerial ability displayed by the young 
ladies on this occasion afford an example 

worthy of emulation by the young gentlemen 
of our town who usually give such 

entertainments; they must admit inferiority by 
comparison and do better in future or hereafter 
depend upon the recurrence of leap year and 

the girls. 
 
   City Council.—All the member of the 
council except Mr. S. W. Brown were present 
on Monday night, and in the absence of the 
mayor councilman Daniels was called to the 
chair.   
   The saloon-keepers presented a petition for a 
delay in the operation instituted to make they 
pay license of billiard tables, stating that 
among other things that they would pay a 
license hereafter if the County Commissioners 
demanded it.  The matter was not taken in to 
consideration of by council, but laid on the 
table until a consultation could be had as to 
what the county commissioners proposed to do 
about.   
   The resignation of councilman S. W. Brown 

was presented, and accepted, but on action was 
taken to fill the vacancy thus made in the city 
council.   
   Sundry claims against the city were 
presented, among which were claims to the 
amount of $60.10, fees and costs accruing in 
the case of “the city of Vancouver vs. Gay 
Hayden, jr., et all,”  represents what it will 
costs the city for having the hoodlums fire the 
old year out and the new year in, on the night 
of the 31st of December, 1879, which is a cast 
of “go it while you’re young, and let the old 
folks pay for it.” 
   [Various other proposals were read including 
one member proposing the antics of New 
Year’s Eve to be brought to the committee at 
the next meeting.] 
 
[Page 5, col. 3] 
   Oak Grove Theatre.—Notwithstanding the 
bad weather every available seat in this pretty 
little theatre at the garrison was filled as the 
curtain rose upon the first part of the musical 
and dramatic entertainment given on Tuesday 
The assisted by a number of our local 
amateurs.  The programme opened with the 
soldiers’ chorus from Faust, rendered by a 
chorus of sixteen voices.  It was exceeding well 
rendered, as were also the various Choruses 
which followed.  Mrs. Downey sang very 
acceptably a “Valse de Concert,” while Mrs. 
Ebstein’s sweet voice showed to good 
advantage in “Bird on the wing,” given by her.  
Mr. Bloomfield’s song “There is a Flow’r that 
Bloometh,” given in his rich baritone voice, 
was well rendered.  The laughable farce of 
“Lend me five Schillings” concluded the 
entertainment.  Lieut. Ebstein as “Mr. 
Golightly,” and Lieut. Wood as “Capt. 
Phobbs,” played their respective parts 
admirably, and produced much merriment 
among the audience.  Col. T. C. Sullivan acted 
the part of “Captain Spruce” to perfection, 
while Lieutenants Symons and Brooke as 
“Moreland” and “Sam” respectively, did their 
parts well.  Mrs. Wood as “Mrs. James 
Phobbs” fully sustained the high reputation 
made by her as an amateur actress, and Miss 
Florence Smith rendered very prettily the part 
of “Mrs. Captain Phobbs.”  The whole 
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entertainment was a decided success, and well 
enjoyed by all who attended.  It is, we learn, to 
be followed by similar ones during the winter.   
  
   A Luck Shot.—On Saturday the 27th of 
December, Mr. M. J. Fleming, a farmer of 
Clarke county, took his hound and gun to look 
for a cougar that had been frequently prowling 
about his buildings.  A long search failed to 
reveal the whereabouts of the animal sought, 
and on his return home, when within one 
hundred yards of his house, the dog kicked up a 
terrible rumpus in a dense. Thicket.  Forcing 
his way in Mr. Fleming found the dog very 
anxious to get inside of a large uprooted tree, 
hollow from the roots.  Mr. Fleming looked in, 
and thought he saw the shining eyes of a coon, 
so he crawled a little farther into the hollow 
tree and fired a load of No. 6 duck shot at the 
shining eyes at the farther end of the hole.  
Hearing nothing from the owner of the eyes, as 
soon as the smoke cleared a little Mr. Fleming 
crawled into the log some ten feet, and 
reaching forward whit his hand found some fur, 
attached to the hide of an animal, and instant 
later found an ear—but what an ear!  It was a 
bear’s ear, which he held in his hand in a 
hollow log, and the result of a charge of bird 
shot fired in the cark unknown.  Mr. Fleming’s 
feeling at that juncture were very numerous, 
and his thoughts quite as rapid as the motions 
of his legs made in backing out of that log to 
get a place for a fair stand-up fight, if there was 
to be one.  The bear did not follow, and the dog 
went in to reconnoiter.  Hearing no report from 
the log but the dog’s growling Fleming 
concluded to go in again, and by careful feeling 
as ascertained the bear was dead.  With the 
assistance of the dog the bear was dragged out, 
and on examination Mr. Fleming found his 
charge of small shot, at a distance had entered 
the bear’s head over the left eye, and lifted top 
of his skull almost completely off.  After 
getting out of such close quarters so safely Mr. 
Fleming has concluded that he will never, at 
least hardly ever, crawl into a long after a bear 
again.   
   The bear dressed 300 pounds, and yielded 

four gallons of genuine bear’s greese.  The 
meat was cut up, and Mr. Fleming favored his 
Vancouver friends with liberal pieces thereof, 
among whom we may mention Hon. W. H. 
Smallwood, Auditor Charles Brown, Mr. J. 
W. Boyer, and the editor, the two latter 
persons finding it the finest meat of the season.  
No reports received from the others. 
   
[Page 5, col. 4] 

Relief of Irish Sufferers. 
   A meeting was held at the Catholic library 
rooms in this city on Sunday afternoon, Jan. 
4th, at which the Rt. Rev. Bishop Junger 
presided, and Dr. David Wall acted as 
Secretary, the object of the meeting being to 
take some action in a letter recently received 
from Sister Mary Frances, the Nun of 
Kenmare, Ireland, upon the present suffering of 
the poor of the poverty stricken district. 
   The sum of $101 was immediately 
subscribed by those persons present, and two 
committees were appointed to collect further 
subscriptions for this object.      
   The following ladies were appointed:  
Mesdeames Wall, O’Keane, O’Connell, 
Grubb, and Hearley, and Misses Shea, 
McCarty and O’Brien. 
   The gentlemen appointed were Messrs. 
O’Keane, Wall, Geoghegan, Healey, 
Maloney, Brown and Kennedy.   
   The subscription lists, with the amounts 
collected, are to be returned at an adjourned 
meeting, to be held of January 18th, 1800, two 
weeks from the date. 
   The co-operation of all friends of Ireland is 
earnestly requested at the subscription and 
meeting.  A list for subscription will be kept at 
Dr. Wall’s drug store. 
 Rt. Rev. AEgidius Junger, President. 
 David Wall, Secretary. 
  Vancouver, January 4, 1880 
 
   Brush Prairie.—A Christmas tree is 
something that doesn’t grow in every country 
school house, but we had one out here in the 
Center school house at Brush prairie which, we 
are happy to say, was a grant success.  The 
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usual entertainment before the appearance of 
Santa Claus to distribute the presents was 
music and an opening address by Ella A. 
Reynolds, followed by declamation from the 
school children which were entertaining, 
instructive and laughable.   Immediately after 
the close of those exercises we were highly 
amused and delighted to see old Santa Claus 
coming in through the window with his long 
white beard and funny looking cap; but 
notwithstanding he looked to be so old, he 
seemed to be quite nimble in the distribution of 
presents, almost everyone receiving some kind 
of a present, either valuable or otherwise.  
Then we all dispersed to our respective homes 
exceedingly well pleased with our first 
Christmas tree on Brush prairie.  But we have 
teaching in the Center school house at this 
place.  But we hadn’t expected to forget to say 
right here that the honor Brush prairie received 
by having a Christmas tree has all been due to 
the indefatigable effort of Miss Lettie Lyons, 
who is teaching in the Center school at this 
place.  Now hoping all had as nice a time as we 
did, we close. 
     J.C.C. 
 

Advertised Letters. 
   List of letters remaining uncalled for in the 
post-officein Vancouver, Clarke county, W.T., 
Jan. 7th, 1880.  Persons calling for these letters 
will please give the date of advertisement. 

Ladies List. 
Copely, Jessie S. Mrs.         Johnson, 
Lina 
Eans, Mary E          Lovelace, 
Becinda J. 
Hulett, Miss Laurett         McGraw, Mrs. 
John, 2 
Harper, Mrs. Jane         Manning, Miss 
Alice 
Hulbert, Mrs. Henry         Pane, Mrs. 
Minerva 
Horner, Mrs. Julia         Shoubert, Mrs. J. 
Irvin, Miss Bell         Treat, Miss Bell  
Jevin, Miss Bell         Williams, Mrs. L. 
V. 

Gentlemen’s List. 
Beaver, George         Morgan, Wm. 
Beadford, Allin         Mounce, I 

Carthy, Edmond         Moore, H. S. 
Carney, Dan.          Morgin, Geo 
Clark, Robert.          McDaniel, 
Wm F. 
Dudley, Jas.          Prasser, Col Wm 
F. 
David, W          Ryan, Thomas 
Dachnay, S          Stryker, Jas 
Eikelberner, Jos.         Sanders, M C 
Finnin, Edwin J.         Springer, Chas A. 
Gooman, Dan A         Smith, Albert 
Herd, B F          Sheppard, J R 
Kimble, Henry          Schultze, 
Paul 
Knight, Stewart A         Thomas, Fred, 2 
Luscom, Frank         Taylor, John T 
Mills, A B          Whiteley, Jas K 

Watson, A F 
  JOHN EDDINGS, Postmaster 
 
   There will be a social hop at the Gen. Allen 
Engine House on Thursday eve, Jan. 15th.  All 
are cordially invited to attend.  Tickets 50 
cents.  Redburg band engaged 
 
Furnished rooms to let, at Mrs. Brant’s.  
 

Territorial Items.  [selected] 
   The money order business at the Colfax 
postoffice amounts to about $100,000 a year. 
   A ledge of bituminous coal eleven feet in 
depth has been discovered just above Old’s 
ferry, on Snake river. 
   Owing to the excitement over the Skagit 
mines, it is probable that the loggers will be 
scare next summer on the Sound. 
   Amos Brown’s logging camp, near Olympia, 
was burned a few days ago by catching from 
boards about the chimney; loss $800.   
   On the 4th inst. Jack Vincent and Wm. 
Pumphrey got into an altercation at Olequa, 
Washington Territory.  During the row 
Vincent drew a knife and stabbed Phumphrey.   

Born. 
   In Vancouver, January 4, 1800, to the wife of 
H. P. Harte, a daughter.   
 

Died. 
   In Clarke county, Dec. 29, 1879, Allen, son 
of Sarah and Wm. Hildreth, aged 13 years, 6 
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months, and 4 days. 
 “Short Claim” notice again.   Notice to 
Hunters again.  County Orders again. 
[There was nothing local on page 7 and there 
was not a page 8 of this issue on the digital 
copy.] 
 

Vancouver Independent 
Thursday January 15, 1880 

Vol. 5, No. 21 
J.J. Beeson, Editor 

[Page 3, col 1] 
   Brother Wesley Jackson, stand up, and 
repeat the tenth commandment.  “Thou shalt 
not covet * * * * nor anything that is his.”  
Correct—that means just what it says, not 
anything, not even Headquarters or the 
Vancouver Barracks.  Now sit down, Wesley, 
be a good boy and don’t forget your lesson. 
   Puget Sound is buried in snow to an unheard-
of extent.  It is known to be from four to six 
feet deep at Tacoma and Seattle, where 
business is wholly suspended by the difficulty 
of getting about, and travel even by boat is 
rendered uncertain.  Stock has been injured by 
barns and sheds crushed under the immense 
weight of snow, and many other buildings are 
injured.  The weather is not cold, but two 
persons are reported found dead in the snow, 
from exposure and exhaustion probably.  Fears 
are entertained of great damages by floods 
should be snow go off with rain.  At last 
accounts it was still snowing.   

Correction. 
   Mr. Editor:--I see by your paper of the 8th 
Jan., 1880, an editorial on “the futile attempt of 
the city authorities to apprehend and punish the 
perpetrators of the New Years riot;” I also see 
by looking over the proceedings of the city 
council in the same paper sundry claims again 
the city of fees and costs of $60.10 in 
prosecuting my son and others, which reads 
“the City of Vancouver vs. Gay Hayden, jr., et 
al.  This represents what it will cost the city for 
having the hoodlums fire the old year out and 
the new year in, which is a case of ‘go it while 
your’e young, and let the old folks pay for it.’” 
Now what I wish to correct, and have your 

readers see and know is this:  My son was 
arrested along with sundry other boys of this 
city, for violating a city ordinance, by a deputy 
marshal, on charges made by himself.  Now if 
he was acting under his oath of office why did 
he not arrest the boys at the time they 
committee the riot, or why did he not get some 
one to make the complaint who could stand up 
before the boys and sustain the charges?  It 
looks as though somebody wanted to raise a 
stake or fee after the thing had blowed over.  
Why did the court hold all the boys except the 
one discharged after proving an alibi?  The 
innocent were held, as I understand it from Mr. 
Bloomfield’s argument to the court, because 
some of the boys had no attorney and he did 
not like to make his argument with no opposing 
counsel.  Now, for my son and his whereabouts 
on that memorable night.  Mr. Charles 
Muckle, of St. Hellens, says he was with my 
son from about 10 o’clock till a little after 12, 
and that he started home about that time; he 
was with him in Mr. M. Brown’s saloon 
playing a game that is called “pigeon hole” 
with James Alexander and Wm. Davis.  The 
boys came to my house a few minutes after 12, 
and went to bed.  He also says that he did not 
see a pistol or any firearms in my son’s hand 
during the entire evening.  Now, Mr. Editor, 
every man and woman in this country knows 
that it is a disgrace for a person to be arrested 
for any crime, and we should be very careful 
how we put their names into print coupled with 
crimes.  I refrain from naming any of the boys 
who were arrested, for that reason.  After the 
boys were honorably acquitted the least said 
the better.  I would, in my judgement, have 
been better to have gone after the officers for 
not being on hand attending to their official 
duty.  It looks as though there was some spite 
work somewhere. 
   I will says that I do not now and never have 
encouraged of allowed my son to play any 
game in any saloon in this city or any other, 
and have alsays discountenanced his carrying 
firearms, but consider it my duty and my right 
to protect him if innocent. 
     Yours very respectfully,  
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    GAY HAYDEN 
[page 3, col. 2] 
   Union Ridge, Jan 12.—Perhaps a few items 
from Union Ridge might interest some of your 
readers concerning the hurricane that swept 
through here on Friday last, blowing down 
barns, fences, trees, and doing all kinds of 
depredation.  I started for the Pioneer post-
officer this morning, called on D. H. Lambert, 
and here I see fenced blown down to the last 
rail.  He also lost the best cow he had in the 
fallen timber.  The next farm in G. Lindsley’s, 
and his fences are all laid down by the terrible 
storm.  The next farm is J. Rathburn’s, and as 
I come in sight I am surprised to see a large 
barn with no roof, but on close examination I 
see if over in his field.  And now I come to A. 
McAndrews, but his loss is very light, only a 
few panels of fence being blowing down.  
Bouge came near losing a cow, a large limb 
peeling her back-bone.  Twenty-five trees fell 
in the road here in a space of less than half a 
mile.  From Commissioner Meeker I hear 
terrible news.  As the children of the Bartlet 
school-house were eating their dinner a large 
fir tree came crashing down through the house 
killing two of J. Bartlet’s children and 
wounding everyone else in the house except 
one boy.  Let this be a warming to other 
districts where standing timber can reach the 
house, and take it down without delay.  The 
parsonage barn near Hine’schapel was blown 
down in the storm.  A German living near 
Pekin has a barn blown down.  When it was 
partly down he ran in and cut some cattle loose 
that were tied in it, and then took his wife and 
children behind a large fir log for refuge.  A 
man traveling alone there took refuge in a 
chicken house, but the wind picked it up and 
blowed it away, leaving him sitting on the 
ground.  I will occupy no more of your 
valuable space this time.  X. Y. Z.   
 
   Battle Ground Items.—Battle Ground was 
visited last Friday by the most fearful wind 
storm that was ever known on this coast.  The 
wind commenced to blow a gale at 11:30 and 
continued till 3:30 o’clock P.M., doing great 
damage, killing stock, and blockading the roads 
with fallen timber, so that it is impossible to 

get along except on foot, and then with the 
greatest difficulty.  Lewis Palmer started with 
the mail and was forced to return.  Cameron 
Groat started with the mail Monday, and 
managed by hard work to get through.  
Between Salmon creek and Battle Ground, 
three miles distance, there are about 800 trees 
across and in the road, and it is not so bad there 
as some other places along the road.  It will be 
a month before the people of Battle Ground can 
get to Vancouver with a wagon.  There was no 
person hurt out here.  A tree knocked a few 
shingles off form the corner of Maple Grove 
school-house, but did no damage.  Mr. D. L. 
Russell lost two cows and a great deal of 
fencing.  The wind damaged Mr. Gassaway’s 
property to the amount of $500, and it damaged 
Mr. Wm. Goodnight greatly.  J. H.  
O’Donnell, Esq., lost a fine steer and also a 
cow.  It damaged all the people out here more 
or less.  Some of the people at Battle Ground 
never thought much of Washington Territory, 
and they think a great deal less now, and think 
it is good for Indians only.         C. T. 
Groat. 
 
[Page 3, col. 3] 
   Stray Tramp.—A tramp stopped at the 
house of Charles Zeek a few days ago, and 
knowing him to be absent by threats compelled 
Mrs. Zeek to cook him a meal.  He was very 
impudent and abusive.  The farmers should be 
on the lookout for the chap, and a coat of tar 
and feather would none too good a reward for 
his cowardly tricks. 
 
[Page 3, col. 3] 

Married. 
   In Vancouver, Jan. 10, by S. D. Maxon, J. P., 
William L. Matthews and Nancy E. Alvin, 
both of Clarke county, W. T.  

Notice of Application to Purchase 
Timber Lands. 

United States Land Office) 
Vancouver, Wash. Ter., Jan. 15, 1880.) 

   Notice is hereby given that in compliance 
with the provisions of an act of Congress, 
approved June 3d, 1878, entitled “An Act for 
the sale of Timber Lands in the states of 
California, Oregon, Nevada, and Washington 
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Territory,” Albert Munger, of Skamania 
county, Washington Territory, has this day 
filed in this office his application to purchase 
the southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 
No 3 north, of Range No. 8 east of the 
Willamette Meridan.  Any and all persons 
claiming adversely the said described tract of 
land will be required to file claim thereto in the 
office of Wm. Collins, Judge of the Probate 
Court of Skamania County, Washington 
Territory, at Collin’s Landing, W.T., within 
sixty (60) days from this date. 
   Given under my hand at my office in 
Vancouver, W.T., this 15th day of January, 
1880. 
 W. H. SMALLWOOD 
21-9}  Register of the U.S. Land 
Officer. 
“Short Claim” notice printed again.  Charles 
Brown, Charles H. Whitney, William Ranck.  
Petrain.  Petrain notice again.  Joseph 
Petrain, Catherine Petrain, William Ranck. 
 
[page 4, no local interest] 
[page 5, col 1] 

Brief Mentions. 
   Blowing up first trees with gunpowder is a 
failure. 
   The Columbian has fallen two feet since a 
week ago. 
   No. 3’s dance comes off to-night at the 
engine house. 
   This country mails will be irregular until the 
roads are repaired. 
   Rev. Mr. Tower, of Salem, made Vancouver 
a short call on Monday. 
   Geo. Davis, of Lewis river, is still in the 
hospital, and slowly recovering. 
    The raffle for Mr. Young’s two lots comes 
off Saturday night at Jo. Healey’s.        
   The report that Spencer Hill, committed 
suicide is now contradicted by a Salem paper. 
   The eclipse of the sun was witnessed by very 
few people in Vancouver, the weather being 
unfavorable. 
    We have had a continued storm since the 
new year commenced, but the weather-wise 
predict an early spring. 

   J. A. Dupuis returned form repairing the 
telegraph line to Lewis river on Tuesday.  He 
was at it nearly three days.   
   Mr. Chas. Slocum has been fixing in a good 
and lawful manner the cross-walks leading up 
to the store of Hazard and Co. 
   Several attempts at snow in this locality 
resulted only in a few flakes as big as a 
blanket, which melted as fast as they fell. 
   Mayor Sohns arrived home from San 
Francisco on the steamer Elder, after a rough 
trip, arriving here on Saturday evening. 
   The ferry-boat Veto is running on the Stark 
street route in Portland the Knott boats being 
unable to run on account of the cable being 
broken.   
   Some person unknown attached himself to 
Mr. N. H. Bloomfield’s later at the leap year 
party, and now he is getting tired for it to come 
back.  Do you hear? 
   The leap year party given at the residence of 
G. H. Steward, Esq., last Friday evening was 
a very enjoyable affair.  It was well attended, 
and a very pleasant time was had by all 
present. 
   Arthur Chapman, who was General 
Howard’s chief scout during the Nez Perce 
campaign, and has since been in charge of 
Joseph’s band in the Indian Territory, was in 
town on Tuesday. 
   The farmers of Clarke county won’t care for 
sewing machines much this year, for they are 
all hemmed in now, and they may cut bias and 
on the gore, and all other directions and then be 
tucked out before they get out. 
   In another column will be found the remarks 
of Mr. Gay Hayden, who objects to the way in 
which his son’s name was mentioned in this 
paper last week, in connection with the 
hoodlum affair of New Years, in which Mr. 
Hayden says his son took no part. 

Military Items. 
   Lieut. C. E. S. Wood, 21st Infantry, left on 
Saturday for Walla Walla, to attend the court-
martial in session there. 
   Major J. H. Eaton, Chief Paymaster, 
accompanied by his clerk, Joel W. Moran, 
paid off the troops for November and 
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December on Tuesday. 
   Major W. M. Graham and Captain C. B. 
Throckmorton, 4th Artillery, were at the post 
this week, on their way to Fort Walla Walla on 
court-martial duty. 
   Information was received yesterday at 
department headquarters that 1st Lieut. E. H. 
Shelton, 1st Cavalry, stationed at Fort Klamath, 
Or., died on Monday night in the overland 
stage, near Canyonville, Oregon. 
   The unprecedented storm of Friday made sad 
havoc at the garrison, exposed as it was to the 
full fury of the wind.  Chimnies were toppled 
over, window shutters and tin guttering broken 
and detached, trees uprooted, and fences laid 
low generally.  While the storm was as its 
height a large fir-tree standing near the post 
carpenter shop went over, crushing the building 
to atoms, the men at work inside escaping just 
in time to avoid being crushed.  A moment 
after the old stables recently fitted up as a drill 
hall fell in with a tremendous crash.  A 
company was drilling in the building at the 
time, and it seems providential that no one was 
injured.  Several of the large trees standing 
near the officers’ quarters were so loosened by 
the storm that there was imminent danger of 
their falling upon the buildings near which they 
stood.  The command was promptly turned out, 
and succeeded after much work in felling these 
tress away from the house endangered by their, 
and thus prevented further destruction.  The 
total estimate of damages at the post is not less 
than $2000.   
 
   Down Timber.—There is an immense 
amount of fallen timber now in Clarke county, 
and all of it that is within easy reach of rivers 
and the market should be at once converted 
into fire wood, for if it lays a year or more its 
vitality will be destroyed.  There will be plenty 
work for wood choppers for a long time to 
come. 
 
   Big Apples.—We published an item the last 
week in November, 1879, as follows:  “Mr. N. 
Ford raised a Gloria Mundi apple at the 
Diamond fruit farm on the Walla Walla river 
weight 46 ounces and measuring 16 ½ inches 
in circumference.  This is said to be the largest 

apple ever raised in this or any other country.  
The largest apple at the Centennial weights 42 
ounces.”  This publication brought forth the 
following record, which beats is by 
considerable, and gives to Clarke county the 
glory of the boss apple:  The late Joel Knight 
raised on his farm on the Columbia river, in 
1861, a Gloria Mundi apple that measured 19 
½ inches in circumference, weighing 50 
ounces.  This sizes the Walla Walla apple by 
considerable.   
 
[Page 5, col. 2-4] 

The Great Storm. 
   The most severe wind storm that has ever 
been experience on the North-west coast broke 
from the south upon Oregon and Washington 
on Friday last about noon.  For three hours the 
gale rages, the wind at times attaining a 
velocity of 55 miles per hour, something 
unheard of for the coast—but it would not be 
unusual in the Mississippi valley or on the 
plains, where the rate of 90 to 120 miles is a 
frequent occurrence.  The whole country was 
wet, and the trees standing in wet soil went 
down easily, and as buildings are not put up in 
this country especially to resist wind, they 
suffered much also. 

VANCOUVER 
Did not meet with so much damage as might 
have been expected, nor as much as reported.  
A few sheds, an old barn which would have 
fallen long ago if it had known which side to 
fall on, and one old building at the garrison are 
all that fell.  Many chimneys were blown off, 
fences broken down, and a few tress prostrated 
in the city.  No one was hurt, though many 
were frightened.  The chief damages are in the 
country, and cannot be counted up in months.  
We give details as far are received, as fully as 
our space will permit. 

 
DAMAGE TO TIMBER. 

   The damage to timber in Clarke county is 
immense, and seemingly beyond computation.   
The wind took down the tallest and best trees 
in all directions, and fully 50 per cent, of the 
trees fit for lumber are in windfalls, impossible 
to get out it cut up.  God judges, men who are 
cautious in their saying, estimate that not less 
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than 25 percent, of all the timber in Clarke 
county is blown down, and that but a small 
portion of  it can be saved.  On many large 
tracts of land the timber is all down, in some 
only half, and in others but little damaged.  On 
a tract of 250 acres near Vancouver Mr. S. W. 
Brown estimates his loss of timber at $2,000, 
and as much more on other tracts probably, 
which he has not yet examined.  Other owners 
of timber lands, held for the value of the timber 
as wood and lumber, report equally heavy 
damaged.   

OTHER DAMAGES. 
To fences particularly, will count up heavily.  
The injury done to building through the 
country is comparatively small.  The damage to 
stock is not as great as wall at first, supposed, 
as people had their cattle mostly under shelter 
from the storm, everywhere they could do so.  
Aside from the loss of timber the greatest 
damage is to the roads, many of which will not 
be opened for the passage of wagons for many 
month to come.  Many will have to be 
abandoned entirely, and new roads laid out, the 
labor of opening which will be greater than on 
any of the original roads.   Seventy-five per 
cent of the road work done for 20 years is 
practically lost, and must be done over again to 
open up the country.  The work of re-opening 
has already commenced, and the roads leading 
into the city are most of them already passable 
for teams two to six miles out, and this work 
will be prosecuted with vigor on the main roads 
and in the most thickly settled portions of the 
county.   

THE LEWIS RIVER ROAD. 
   Chris Kallahan was the first man to come 
over the road, from La Center to Vancouver, 
taking all of two day’s time, and he reported 
the walking anything but fine.  Half the time he 
could not find the road, and found out that 
none but a good woodsman had any business to 
try to travel now.  He says that between the 
North fork and Vancouver there much be not 
less than 5,000 trees down in and adjoin the 
road.  He was two days in getting through, 
climbed over logs at time piled nearly 20 feet 
high.  The worst effect of the storm was seen in 

the heavy timber between L. Meeker’s place 
and Salmon creek.  He saw at Neswell’s place 
on the North fork three-fourths of a mile of 
fence by fallen trees.  From Tenney’s place to 
Salmon creek, ¾ of a miles, 89 trees laid across 
the road.  He saw Bob Hutchin’s house, not 
far from Meekers, almost hidden from sight in 
a windfall, but unharmed.  An Irishman’s claim 
beyond Tenney’s, 160 acres, is all slashed by 
the wind ready for a burn.  But one accident to 
stock was heard of on the road, Stoddard 
having a cow killed.  Kallahan reports as a 
fact worthy of mention that not a bridge on the 
whole route was injured, though the trees were 
piled up thick around them.  A tree fell on one 
end of the bridge near the camp meeting 
ground at Salmon creek, breaking only the 
railing. 

WASHOUGAL. 
   In this district the damage to houses and 
barns is greater than in any other part of the 
county.  Losses on buildings have been 
sustained by Mr. David Shepherd, Mr. 
Jamison, O. H. Stott, Geo. Hart, John Hart, 
Allen Kerns, D. Wright, Rudolph Syroerm 
Alonzo Wright, Mr. Prettyman, Wm. 
Leversen and many others, and considerable 
stock was killed and injured.            

INCIDENTS. 
   The flume of Druck’s mill on the Columbia 
was swayed and weakened by the wind so 
much that on Sunday it fell to the ground. 
   On the lower road to Mill Plain there are 276 
trees across the roadway. 
   There are 150 trees across the road between 
Vancouver and the Leiser place up the 
Columbia, and 250 between here and the 
Knight place. 
   Eddie Maschke, who lives give miles up the 
river, had a heifer killed by a tree, and another 
badly hurt.   
   The pipes of the Vancouver Water Works 
above town were broken in several places by 
upturned and fallen trees, but every break was 
repaired and the water let on before Monday 
night.  Some inconvenience was experienced 
by some people out of reach of wells.   

IN PORTLAND. 
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The storm proved very disastrous in effect in 
Portland, the total damages amounting to about 
$100,000.  All the tin roofs were more or less 
damaged, and many were torn off completely.   
Many new building going up were blown down 
and ruined completely while old buildings and 
bard suffered generally.  During the progress of 
the storm the streets were filled with flying 
debris of every kind, the roaring of the storm 
and bright of the people all combined 
producing a terrible scene long to be 
remembered.   
   The small loss of life considering the fearful 
risks is wonderful, but many were injured.  
Bremen hall, a two story saloon on First street 
near the Clarendon hotel, went down early in 
the gale, eighteen persons being in the 
building.  The barkeeper, Henricks, was taken 
out dead, and four badly wounded. 
   A man named Workman in East Portland 
was knocked off a bridge by a flying plank, 
which smashed his face in, and he is likely to 
die. 
   A large window pane in the residence of M. 
S. Burrell blew in, and the broken glass cut 
Mrs. Burrell severely in the head and face. 
   A man named Geo. Smith attempted during 
the storm to cross the river in a small boat, 
broke one oar, lost the other, and at last sailed 
ashore by using his rubber coat, since which 
time he has been sick in bed from the fright 
and excitement of his fool-hardy trip. 
   Three round-houses at the car shops were 
blown down, and the cars were blown 
completely off the track, two men narrowly 
escaping instant death. 
   At the west side engine house they did not 
have time to open the doors to take the two 
locomotives out, so they went through the side 
of the house like a streak.  
   Mr. Sedlak’s barn near Robinson’s hill went 
down, killing three cows. 
   Jack Hawley’s slaughter-house a few miles 
below town blew down and killed ten head of 
beef cattle. 
   D. D. Briggs has sixty hives of bees 
destroyed by the wind and rain.   
   St. Mathew’s chapel, used for a school room, 
fell not more than five minutes after the teacher 
and scholars had abandoned it as being unsafe.   

   Dr. Rex, while driving on the street, had his 
horse and buggy turned over by the wind. 
   The machine shop of the Oregon Furniture 
Mgs. Co. was badly demoralized, perhaps 
$1000 worth. 
   The tin roof of the Masonic hall blew off, and 
the building damaged to the amount of $800. 
   The Benicia hotel was totally destroyed, loss 
$2000. 
   The New Market theatre building is partially 
unroofed, and damaged $1700. 
   The court house is damaged, amounting to 
$800.  
   Flander’s dock lost $100 in the roof going 
off. 
   S. D. Smith lost $3000 on a house he was 
building, which turned into kindlings. 
   The shipping in the city being well tied, up at 
the wharves did not meet with any particular 
damage worth mention.   
   All the wagon roads leading from Portland 
into the country are badly blocked by trees that 
blew down. 
   The O. & C. Railroad track was cleared so 
that trains went through on Monday, but the 
west side road was not clear for trains until 
yesterday. 
   Telegraphic communication was cut off in 
every direction, and is not yet fully established. 

THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY.  
No damage by the storm is reported beyond 
Albany, and not much there.  Trees were blown 
down, and fences demoralized. 
   The state house at Salem lost part of the tin 
roof, and is damaged by leakage.  Many tin 
roofs were blown off, and building also injured 
otherwise. 
   The church at Brook’s station was 
completely demolished, and a house nearly so. 
   The grist mill at Gervais was badly damaged, 
and houses were moved from their foundations. 
   Rocks fell on the railroad at Oregon City, 
cutting the rails in two.  Buildings were 
unroofed, and much timber in the country 
prostrated.  The woolen mill was unroofed and 
great excitement created. 
   The Mt. Tabor church was blown thirty yards 
down hill, but did not break up. 
   The Catholic church in East Portland was 
partial destroyed, and other are injured.  A 
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residence near the park was demolished by 
falling trees, and inmates barely escaping them.  
Many building there were badly injured. 
   A little girl in East Portland was stuck on her 
head by a flying board, and a nail in it 
penetrated her skull.  She may die. 
   The reports from the west side of the valley 
come in slow, but are about the same at the east 
side.  On the railroad track between Portland 
and Beaverton, 15 miles, 365 trees fell across 
the track. 
  287 trees lay across the road between C. P. 
Bacon’s place and Portland, 6 miles. 
   A family residing near Lake LaBisch has a 
narrow escape.  They were imprisoned in their 
home by fallen trees, and had to be chopped 
out, but strange to say, none were hurt.   

UP THE COLUMBIA. 
The storm raged as fiercely as anywhere else, 
and the reports of fallen timber, damaged 
buildings, buried roads and telegraph lines are 
coming in. 
   The O. S. N. Co. steamers made their trips 
with great difficulty, and had many narrow 
escapes from destruction. 
   The wharf boats at the Cascades had 
windows and doors blown in, and other rough 
usage. 
   There is considerable damage reported in 
Klickitat valley, to timber and fences, and 
suffered heavily from the storm.   It is said to 
be the highest wind every known in that 
section.   
   At Umatilla the wind attained a velocity of 
90 miles an hour, the variation of the barometer 
from morning to evening being one and three 
quarter inches.  There was much damage done 
to buildings, etc., but no lives lost.   
   It is feared that the upper country has 
suffered very great damages, and the full 
reports are anxiously awaited. 

DOWN THE COLUMBIA. 
Reports of the story state is as severe all the 
way down to Astoria, where damages are great, 
and not yet fully known. 
   A section of roadway went down in the 
wreck at Astoria, and the damage to it and 
adjacent property is considerable. 

   The storm on the Lewis and Clarke river was 
the most severe ever known, and tides were six 
inches higher than ever before, at Fort Clatsop 
the wharf being six inches under water.   
   The destruction of timber below is said to be 
frightful, sometimes tract of thirty and forty 
acres being laid as flat as though great rollers 
had passed over them. 
   The steamer Dixie Thompson has a hard time 
of it on her way down, was disabled, nearly 
wrecked, and but for being taken in tow by the 
Elder would have suffered still worse.   
   About Kalama there was considerable 
destruction of property, but there is no detailed 
report of the extent. 
   Along the river and the N.P. railroad there 
were many land slides. 
   The train that left Kalama of Friday got into 
Tacoma Monday noon, the road being 
obstructed by snow and land-slides.  There 
were few fallen trees, the wind-storm reaching 
but a short distance north of the river. 
   At St. Helens the house of W. H. Conyer 
was blown over, turning the family out into the 
rain quite suddenly.  No other damage was 
done in the town.   
[Page 5, col. 4-5] 
The Crushed School-house on Lewis River. 

   Last Friday, January 8th, A. D. 1880, is a day 
that will be remembered to the last of recorded 
times, and the storms of Italy are nothing to us 
compared with the misery produced here on the 
above date, when one on the most horrible and 
heart rendering scenes that ever came to view 
on this coast presented itself to our sight.  A 
large tree three feet in diameter fell across the 
school-house in the Bartlett school district one 
and a half miles north-east of La Center  
Twenty-four persons, included the teacher, 
Mrs A. E. Roper—two visitors and twenty-
one scholars—were in the ill-fated house.  The 
school house had lately been build 20 by 24 
feet, and after consultation it was thought that 
there was but one tree that could possibly reach 
the house, but on last Friday at 12 o’clock, 
while Mrs. Roper with her happy little band of 
pupils were consuming the frugal meal 
comfortable around a warm stove in the center 
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of the house, that one identical tree came down 
across the house with a crash, tearing, mashing 
and breaking the house and stove into a million 
fragments, killing two children, badly 
wounding three, beside injuring the remainder 
present.  The tree came with such force that all 
in the house were knocked senseless.  Frank 
Briggs was the first to recover from 
unconsciousness—and aroused the teacher and 
the larger boys.  Mr. Lawton seeing the tree 
fall was soon there, and with his assistance the 
large boys carried water to quench the fire that 
had caught from the stove, and thus saved the 
children from burning to death, until assistance 
could be had.   
   Mr. John W. Bartlett had eight children at 
school, two of whom were killed.  Three are 
thought to be mortally wounded, two slightly 
wounded and one unhurt.  Alice, his oldest 
daughter, 18 years old, received quite an injury 
on the face and shoulders.  Ruth, age 14 year, 
is reported as having her skull injured, her 
shoulder blade broken, her lower limbs badly 
bruised and burned—the tree falling across her 
things, and being burned by the fire before 
extinguished.  She is considered convalescent.  
The tree was sawed twice before Ruth could 
be extricated.  Emma, aged 12, escaped with 
but slight injury.  Elmer, aged 13, was horribly 
mutilated, having 25 square inches of scalp 
taken off the top of his head, his face terribly 
scratched and otherwise dangerously hurt—
inwardly.  Elmer, after receiving these 
wounds, walked half a mile home.  His own 
father replaced the scalp and sewed it to its 
proper place, and he is doing well and will 
likely recover.  Olive, age 9 years, was 
supposed to have been instantly killed, as she 
was directly under the tree and rubbish and was 
never hear to speak after the crash.  Milton, 
age 8 years, received a severe cut over the left 
eye and ear, and had his left side, leg and arm 
burnt to a blister.  Alex, 7 years old, was taken 
out from under the tree and debris dead, after 
all the rest were safe from the flames.  The 
father of the child sent to the house to ascertain 
where his son was, and finding no Alex at the 
house where he was supposed to have gone, 
gave another search in  the fatal wreck for his 
lost child, and he was found as above stated.  

He was heard to cry sometime during the 
excitement, which led us to believe he was not 
killed instantly.  Clara, age 5, received but few 
scratches, and is considered not hurt.   
   Mr. M. Anderson had four children at 
school, all of whom were hurt but none badly.  
W. A. Johnson also, had five children in the 
ill-fated school-house, but they seem not to be 
dangerously hurt.  J. L. Gaither’s two children 
were but slightly hurt—his little girl Clara had 
her face scared and one tooth knocked out.  S. 
H. Dyer’s son, age 14, was the only child not 
scratched or hurt in the house.  Mr. Chas. 
Anderson and Otis Harrald stepped in only a 
few moments before the accident and they 
were both severely hurt, and the writer is 
informed that Harrald is dangerously so.  
Mrs. Roper, after thoroughly shaking herself 
finds that she has only a sprained wrist, Dr. R. 
S. Davis was first called to the scene, but 
fearing that the case was in need of more help, 
Mr. James Anderson was immediately 
dispatched to Vancouver for Dr. Smith, who 
arrived here at 6 P.M.  Dr. Smith says 
everything is working well, and the chances are 
that Ruth, Elmer and Milton will recover. 
   Olive and Alex were buried in separate 
coffins but in one grave, Sunday the 11th at 11 
o’clock A.M.  Quite a number attended the 
funeral, with much solemnity.  The parents are 
grief-stricken and in much trouble.  Mr. 
Bartlett and the remainder of his family have 
the sympathy of all their friends, who are 
numerous in this part of the country.   
   The thanks of the bereaved family and 
friends are hereby tendered to James 
Anderson, Mr. Polack and Lewis Hathaway 
for their bravery and noble deeds in braving the 
storm and dangers to procure medical aid for 
the wounded children.  Hoping that my missive 
will not be more lengthy than interesting and 
productive of good. 
   I remain your truly, 
    W. H. Peter 
 
 
 
[Page 5. Col. 5] 
    Close Call.--When Louis R. Sohns went to 
put the mail in his buggy Tuesday morning the 



Trail Breakers – Vol. 49 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Vancouver, Washington 

 
 

 

52 

horse was frightened by a team of the dock, 
and started for a run.  Louis grabbed for the 
bridle and hung well till the horse finally 
tripped him, and horse and buggy went right 
over him.  As he came out from under, the few 
spectators saw him standing on his head in the 
muddy road.  He suffered only from contact 
with the mud, however, and the horse stopped 
at the government gate.  It was a narrow escape 
from the horse’s feet.   
   A Hard Trip.— Dr. Randolph Smith made 
a hard trip when he went over to La Center 
Saturday to attend the children wounded at the 
school-house.  He rode down to Vancouver 
lake, was rowed in a boat part way down Lake 
river, footed it and carried his instruments part 
of the way, in the rain and cold, and luckily 
made part of the trip on the Latona.  On the 
return he footed it, rode horseback, was rowed 
in a boat, in a wagon, on foot again, and in fact 
was so worn our when he came come Sunday 
that he did not know how or when he did come.  
Who wouldn’t be a doctor. 
 

About the Headquaters. 
   Mr. Editor:--The Oregonian of Jan. 13, 
informs us that at a meeting of the Portland 
Board of Trade, held on the 12th, Mr. Wesley 
Jackson submitted a report, which stated that 
unless there is necessary appropriation made to 
repair the present quarters at Vancouver the 
military post would have to be removed, and 
stating that $30,000 was necessary for the 
purpose. 
   The first inquiry suggested by reading said 
report is, what Mr. Wesley Jackson or the 
Portland Board of Trade have to do with 
Vancouver Barracks?  Who authorized Wesley 
to make an examination and report:  Are not 
the officer at the headquarters and the Barracks 
capable of attending to their own business, and 
of making any needed report, without the 
assistance of brother Wesley or the Portland 
Board of Trade?  I know that brother Wesley 
has paid several visits to Vancouver, and 
exhorted the brethren, and I suppose that at his 
last visit he extended his missionary tour to the 
Barracks, and that his visit had a double 

object—first, to exhort the brethren, and 
second to spy out the land, with the view of 
reporting to “the Board of Trade.”  I would 
suggest to brother Wesley that he further 
extend his missionary labors, that he should go 
to the Cascades, exhort the brethren there, and 
then return and report to the board of Trade 
what the O. S. N. Co. ought to do in and about 
the Cascades, and he might suggest that the 
Cascades should be moved unless such 
improvements were made.  True, the O. S. N. 
Co. might suggest to brother Wesley the 
propriety of minding his own business, and –
and—well, it would serve him just right too.   
A PHARISEE. 
 
   On The North Fork.—Our regular Pekin 
correspondent writes that “the fearful storm of 
last Friday has forced us work although for 
some time, but we are thankful that no serious 
accident has happened on the north fork of 
Lewis river, as far as heard from.  Many sheds 
blew down, and fences are flat.  The roads are 
in a fearful state from fallen timber.  The 
bridge at Heaghton’s over the ---- creek is 
gone.  A lead slate into Mr. Hoyt’s orchard on 
up Kalama road completed the last of  ------.” 
 
[Page 6 &7, no local, but notices:] 

County Orders!  County Orders!! 
   I will pay upon presentation to me within 
four (4) weeks from date all County Orders 
issued by the Auditor of Clark County, W. T., 
up to and including Order No. 97 of May 19, 
1879.  If said orders are not presented within 
said four weeks from date, I will pay 
subsequent order in priority of issue as far as 
funds for that purpose can be applied. 
   Interest on all order issued between order No. 
85 of 1878, inclusive, and the said order No. 97 
of 1879, inclusive, will cease on the expiration 
of this notice. 
  Fred W. Bier, 
 County Treas. Of Clarke Co. W. T. 
Dated Vancouver, W. T. Dec. 31, 1879  [ 4 t 
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Vancouver Independent 
Thursday January 22, 1880 

Vol. 5, No. 22—J.J. Beeson, Editor 
[Front page, col. 4] 
   There are 29 Indian tax-payers in Yakima 
county, 33 in Clarke county, 50 in Thurston 
county, and 155 in other portions of the 
Territory.  These taxes are paid mostly on land.  
The desire among the Indians to secure 
homesteads and adopt habits of the whites is 
gaining ground each year, and the Indian 
problem is solving itself.  So far as the 
Christianizing of the race is concerned we have 
not a particle of belief in its practicability.  
During a residence of nearly 30 years on this 
coast we have seen a good deal of the 
missionary efforts among the Indians, but have 
yet to see one native whose conversion to the 
christian faith last longer than the supply of 
blankets and other agency presents.  They will 
become industrious, law-abiding citizens, but 
give up their ancient faith and traditions they 
will not.  – Olympia Courier.     
[Page 3, col. 4]   
Census Chat 
   General Francis A. Walker, the 
Superintendent of the Census, recently gave a 
New York Tribune reporter an account of the 
arrangements he has made for taking the 
census.  He said:  “We expect to complete the 
work with in the single month of June, 1880, 
and shall employ about 20,000 persons to do it.  
There will be two distinct departments of the 
census.  First, the enumeration proper, which 
includes the count of the population, with the 
ordinary social and vital statistics. Originally 
the census was only for the purpose of 
determining political representation, and each 
household was reported as a unit, with its 
members roughly classified, not even names 
and ages being taken; but the law of 1850 gave 
a wide scope to the work, and called for the 
name, age, sex, color, place of birth, 
occupation, ability to read and write, and so 
forth, of each person. These constitute the main 
labor of the census, and its most valuable 
results. In other countries, where popular 

representation is not involved, these form the 
only purpose of a census. This was the first 
country to institute a periodical census, 
beginning in 1790; England following in 
1801." 
   "Is it not unusual to do this work in so short a 
time as one month?” 
   "Yes. And in the large cities it will be done in 
two weeks, thus reducing the errors arising 
from omission or duplication. Heretofore, 
while the enumeration has had reference to a 
single day, namely, the 1st of June of every 
tenth year, it has been extended over a period 
of five months or longer. The consequence has 
been that, through their moving about, many 
persons have been counted twice, while other 
have not been counted at all. The annual 
migrations during the last twenty years, from 
north to south and from east to west, hare been 
a source of considerable error.  So, also, has 
the habit of going into the country in the 
Summer.  Places that in December contain two 
or three hundred inhabitants, may in August 
have many thousands.  But, at best, it is next to 
impossible to avoid duplication.  The place 
where a man belongs is one of the most 
difficult items the enumerations have to deal 
with.  The census machinery is not fitted to do 
work requiring nice discrimination.  Where the 
work is spread over so long a time as five 
months the most complete arrangements would 
fail to prevent error when so many 
opportunities are offered by the rapidly 
increasing Summer migration.  In the Summer 
people leave the South by hundreds of 
thousands, while cities all over the country are 
at that season very inadequately represented.  
The increase in age between June 1st and the 
time the enumerator comes around is 
theoretically unimportant, as none were taken 
who are born after the 1st; but the law of 1870 
required the date of birth to be taken, and 
eliminated even that error, which in the 
aggregate amounted to many thousands and 
constituted a distinct blemish in making 
comparisons with other censuses erroneous. 
The rapid count also eliminates error from 
deaths no well as births after the day from 
which the census dates?' 
   "On what plan are the enumerating districts 
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determined?" 
   “That is another distinctive feature of 
importance in the present census.  Those 
districts are to be formed by the Department of 
the interior, with reference to the exigencies of 
the enumeration.  In 1850 the districts were the 
same as the judicial districts, which had no 
reference to facility for counting the 
population. For instance, in 1870 one district 
contained 6,000 inhabitants and another 
2,500,000. Now, also, for the first time, the 
supervising officers are to be selected with 
special reference to their fitness for the work. 
Formerly the United Marshals performed that 
duty, although appointed for altogether 
different purposes." 
   "Are the Supervisors to be paid as experts?" 
   "They are to receive $500 each, in full for 
services and expenses.  Allowance for clerk 
hire may be made at the discretion of the 
Department at Washington." 
   "What will the enumerators receive?" 
   "Their compensation will be fixed by the 
Department according to circumstances. In 
1850 it was sought to determine the 
compensation of canvassers by a single fixed 
rule, derived by a complicated mathematical 
formula from the population and area of the 
district, without reference to the character of 
the country.  This worked unjustly, and some 
men made $10 a day as easily as other made $2 
or $3, and the quality of the work varied in 
consequence.  The enumerators, after accepting 
their appointments will be subject to penalty if 
they withdrew, the work being of the highest 
political importance.  The law of 1879 requires 
them to be appointed without reference to 
party.  Under the present plan there will be 
eleven Supervisors’ Districts in New York, ten 
in Pennsylvania, and the remainder will be 
divided among the other States according to the 
necessities of the service.   
   "The other general department of the work 
embraces the collection of the statistics of 
manufactures, agriculture, mining, fishing 
interest and social statistics, such as taxation, 
wealth, public indebtedness, libraries, 
newspapers, churches schools, paupers and 

crimes, insanity, and so forth.  These do not 
strictly pertain to a census, and in other 
countries are obtained through different 
agencies.  But with us they have been required 
since l850.  The Act of 1879 enlarged the 
scope still more, and included the operations 
of railroads, fire and life insurance, telegraph 
and express companies, and other institutions.  
It also provided for the employment of exports 
in these different departments—a provision of 
the utmost importance, which cannot fail to 
secure result of far greater completeness and 
accuracy than heretofore.  Grossly inadequate 
and inaccurate statistics, sometimes utterly 
fallacious and misleading, have often 
characterized the results of the past." 
   "When will these experts be appointed?” 
   "Under the authority given the census 
officers, many have already been appointed, 
and others will be named in time for the work.  
A number of persons are already in the field 
obtaining statistics of gold, silver, iron and 
copper mining. Others are working along the 
shores of the great lakes, obtaining statistics of 
steam and water power and manufacturing 
machinery.  Special investigators have been at 
work on the social statistics of cities and penal 
and reformatory institutions.  Still others are 
occupied with the facts concerning the 
cultivation of cereals.  Building stones and the 
quarrying industry will form the subject of 
separate investigation by one of the most 
eminent geologists of the country, while the 
statistics of tree-covering, forest wealth and the 
timber industry still be collected by an expert 
equally, eminent in his own field.  The report 
on the cultivation of cotton us will include 
investigations made on his own account by a 
specialist who has devoted years to that 
subject, and will be the standard authority for 
the world.” 
   "Will your report on the fisheries have a 
bearing on the, international question now 
pending?” 
   "Very decidedly.  Had we had them before, 
the country would have saved from one to two 
millions of the money paid to Great Britain.  
TheAmerican fisheries, instead of being less 
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valuable than those of Canada, will prove to be 
much more valuable.” 
   “Will the cost of so elaborate a collection of 
statistics be much greater than previous 
census?” 
   "The limit fixed by law is $3,000,000, while 
the last census cost $3,300,000; but a great 
saving will be effected by a more equitable 
distribution to the enumerators, as detailed 
above."—New York Tribune. 
 
[Page 4, col. 1] 
   The snow storm on the Sound extended 
through the whole Sound country, but the snow 
was only about two feet at Kalama, while it 
reached six feet at Dungeness.  At Seabeck, 
Seattle, Port Blakely and upper Skagit it was 
about five feet.  At Port Gamble, Port Ludlow, 
La Conner and Tacoma about four and a half 
feet.  Hundreds of barns, sheds and other 
buildings have been demolished by the weight 
of the snow and wind, involving a large loss of 
property, and cattle, horses, sheep and hogs 
killed and starved.   
   The term for which Elisha P. Ferry was 
appointed Governor of the Territory expires in 
April.  There is a general sentiment in the 
territory for his reappointment, which we hope 
will be accomplished without opposition, as 
Gov. Ferry has served the people ably and 
well. As good a recommendation as we can 
give him is the following paragraph for the 
Olympia Courier:  
   After ten years of official service in this 
Territory no taint of corruption has attached to 
him, and under this administration the finances 
of the Territory have been well conducted so 
that instead of a large debt with her warrants worth 
only 60 cents in open market, we now have a treasury 
ready to pay all demands on presentation.   
[Page 4, col. 2] 

Oregon. (selected) 
      Every bridge on the Long Tom within the 
precinct of Lane county is gone. 
   The plank road west of Eugene, built at an 
enormous cost has been almost totally 
destroyed by the high water.   
   Major Cornoyer, agent at Umatilla 
reservation, says that some 600 of the Indians 
under his charge have concluded to take 
homesteads, white the rest will go to Moses’ 

reservation. 
   The snow in the coast mountains, on the road 
from Roseburg to Coos bay, is about five feet 
deep and the late storm prostrated trees so that 
it will be impossible to get horses through for 
some time. 
   The snow was 14 inches deep, and 
thermometer 24o below zero in Grant county 
on the 27th ult.  The Grant county News says 
that if the weather continues six week 20,000 
head of cattle will die in that county of 
starvation.     
   A huge whale was washed ashore about two 
miles north of Yaquina bay, sixty feet long, 
with fins twelve feet in circumference.  All the 
Indians immediately left the reservation and 
indulged in a whaling feast over his dead body. 
 
[Page 4, col. 3] 

Territorial Items. (selected) 
   The snow is fast disappearing on the Sound. 
   Two large warehouses were crushed by the 
snow at Tacoma. 
   The heavy gale of last week, which proved so 
destructive in Oregon, did not reach the Sound. 
   While Oregon suffered from the wind, the 
Sound papers are full of accounts of houses 
breaking down from the weight of now. 
   Two million feet of logs broke out of the 
boom of the Tacoma Mill Company, during the 
late storm, and west adrift.  Loss, $10,000. 
   The great demand for lumber at Spokane is 
proven by the fact that a log taken from the 
water on Monday and converted into boards, 
formed on the next day the siding of a house. 
   [Many other storm related stories.] 
[Page 5, col.1] 

Brief Mention. (selected) 
    Peter Otte managed to climb over the logs 
between the Lacamas and this place on 
Tuesday.   
    F. W. Sparling, of Seattle, has been 
appointed Census Supervisor for Washington 
Territory. 
   Miss M. E. Whipple, late of this city, 
opened a private school at Dayton, W. T., last 
Monday. 
   Dr. Wm. Bybee came over and paid 
Vancouver a visit on Tuesday for the first time 
in many a month. 
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   Jacob Clausen, the new baker, took “French 
leave” of town on Tuesday, leaving sundry 
bills unpaid. 
  County Commissioner Blackwood, A. H. 
Wiley and others from the Washougal, were in 
town on Tuesday. 
   Jacob Kamm, J. Wagenblast, F. W. Force 
and Sim Durgan have been drawn for jury 
duty in Portland. 
   Mr. Edward Slocum, Esq., of Providence, 
Rhode Island, arrived in Vancouver yesterday, 
on a visit to his sons. 
   Mr. L. D. Woodard arrived in town from the 
Chehalis county on Friday, and reports some 
snow and water that way. 
   St. Luke’s parish school opened again on 
Monday, Miss Loomis having recovered 
sufficiently to resume her duties in the school. 
   Just as we expected—those Dalles boys came 
down to see the girls, and Wm. Waggenblast 
has gone and done it.  See marriages. 
   By reference to an advertisement in another 
column it will be seen that Mr. G. W. Durgin 
will open his new story on Saturday next. 
   There was ice running in the Columbia on 
Tuesday, which was supposed to be from the 
gorge at “Hell Gate,” which broke away last 
week. 
   W. Byron Daniels has been appointed the 
Clarke county superintendent for the 
Washington Industrial Association, which 
holds the annual fairs at Olympia. 
   Capt. James W. Troup and wife departed 
for the upper country on Saturday morning, the 
ice blockade being broken so that the captain 
can once more run his boat. 
   The wife of William Williams, who left 
 Vancouver for the Black Hills of July 27th, 
1879, desires information of him.  Address her 
in care of the Oregonian, Portland, Ogn. 
   The Board of County Commissioners met on 
Tuesday to see what could be done by the 
county towards clearing the roads, and finding 
no law authorizing action adjourned without 
doing anything in the matter.   
  L. D. Brown sent a sack of that “Red Star” 
brand of flour from the Vancouver mills to our 
domicil[e], which has been tried by all the 

approved methods, and found good to take.  
Out of good wheat Brown and these mills will 
get the finest of “gilt edged” flour. 
   The wife of Eugene White bore him a son on 
the 1st of December, which fact we should have 
mentioned some weeks ago, but did not 
because the memorandum was lost.  However, 
the boy has not been checked in his grown by 
the neglect, as he started off on 11 pounds and 
is still gaining. 

Military Items. 
   Second Lieut. F. J. Patten, 21st Infantry, is 
ordered to report at Vancouver Barracks for 
temporary duty. 
   Lieut. C. H. Bonesteel, 21st Infantry, is order 
to report to the commanding officer at Boise 
Barracks for duty with company A. 
   The target range at the post has been much 
improved of late, and is now as complete in its 
arrangements as marksmen can desire. 
   A Board of Officers to consist of Colonel H. 
A. Morrow, Major E. C. Mason and Lieut. J. 
Q. Adams, has been ordered to fix the amount 
to be paid by the government for water 
furnished the garrison by the Vancouver Water 
Company. 
   The remains of the late 1st Lieut. Edwin H. 
Shelton, who died from a congestive chill on 
the overland stage near Canyonville, arrived at 
the post of Friday evening in charge of Capt. 
J. Q. Adams, who had gone to Roseburg for 
them.  A detachment of the 21st Infantry under 
Lieut. E. B. Rheem, received the remains at 
the wharf and escorted them to the government 
engine rooms, where they were deposited and a 
guard of honor placed over them.  On Monday 
they were sent in charge of Capt. Adams to 
Walla Walla, where the final interment will 
take place. 
   Public Meeting.—All persons owning or 
interested in lots, blocks, or parcels of land 
included in the “Short claim,” are hereby 
requested to attend a public meeting, to be held 
at the City hall, of Tuesday evening, January 
27th, 1880, for consultation in regard thereto.   
MANY CITIZENS. 
 
    Tight Work.—During the storm of the 9th 
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Jack Eddings and Charlie Bird were caught 
out in it between Fern Prairie and Fourth Plain, 
and for four hours had to run the gauntlet of 
falling timber, from which they had many 
narrow escapes, and an experience that will last 
a life-time.  A falling tree trop just reach 
Eddings’ heel once, and another one struck the 
gun over his shoulder, taking it away from hm.  
They have both had enough of that kind of 
amusement. 
 
   A Warning.—Complaints are made that 
persons are cutting wood from the time on the 
military reservation.  By an act of Congress 
this is punishable with fine and imprisonment 
and offenders had better take warning. 
 
   Election.—At the annual meeting of the 
Vancouver Hibernian Benevolent Society held 
Jan.1st, 1880, the following officers were 
elected for the ensuring year:  President, John 
McMullen; Vice President, T. W. Padden, 
Rec. Sec., P. O’Keane; Cor. Sec., M. 
O’Connell; Treasurer, Dr. D. Wall. 
 
[Page 5, Col. 2] 
   The Roads.—The work of clearing the 
country roads is progressing vigorously, and 
the road to Fern Prairie by way of Fourth Plain 
and the Lackamas schoolhouse is not open for 
wagons.  The La Center road is open to Salmon 
Creek.  The roads will be cleared out as fast as 
it can be done with the means at hand.   
 
   Lecture.—Prof. John Muir, who recently 
returned from Alaska, and has very acceptably 
delivered several lecture since, has consented 
to deliver a lecture, subject:  “The Glacier of 
Alaska,” in Oak Grove at the garrison, to-night, 
Thursday, January 22d.  An admission of fifty 
cents will be charged, and persons desiring to 
attend can procure tickets at this office. 
 
   The Irish Relief Fund.—Vancouver has 
been contributing liberally to the relief of the 
distressed in Ireland, and on Tuesday Dr. Wall 
remitted a draft for L 66, 13s, 4d, gold, 
equivalent to something over $320 U.S. coin.  
The Bank of British Columbia very kindly 
furnished the draft without exchange or 

difference, a donation equivalent to L1, 13s, 
4d.  The contributions are still coming in, and 
more money will be forwarded. 
 
   Sudden Death.—On last Thursday morning 
the only son of C. R. Stegert, a child three 
years old, was taken with a violent attack of 
cerebro spinal meningitis, and within twenty-
four hours succumbed to the terrible malady, 
although everything was done for him that 
could be done.  The funeral services were held 
in St. Luke’s Church on Friday.  Mr. Stegert 
and his family have the sympathy of all their 
numerous friends in their affliction. 
 
   Promoted.—Mr. R. S. Gray, who has been 
in the office of the Hospital Steward at 
Vancouver Barracks for some time, connected 
officially therewith, has been appointed 
Hospital Steward at For Coeur d’Alene, a very 
desirable position, and left for his new post 
yesterday.  Mr. Gray has made some good 
friends since he has been stationed at 
Vancouver, who, through they rejoice in his 
promotion, are loth to have him depart from 
among them, his uniform quiet deportment and 
gentlemanly attainments have endeared their 
friendship.  The one wish is for his future 
success and welfare.. 
 
   Died in Hospital.—George Davis, of Lewis 
river, who has been in St. Joseph’s hospital in 
this city some week, died on Tuesday evening, 
from the effects of a wound by a rifle ball 
received by accident, which passed through his 
left lung.  Some time ago he was brought here, 
where constant care could be given him, and 
for a time he seemed to improve, but the lung 
was so badly affected by the wound, and his 
system so reduced, that quick consumption set 
in and ended his troubles.  Everything was 
done for him that could be done.  His remains 
will be taken to Lewis river today, and the 
funeral will be held to-morrow.   
 
  Fatal accident.—On Tuesday, while Mr. 
Druck and his son George were clearing away 
some of the fallen debris of the flume at the 
mill, six miles above Vancouver, an accident 
happened, unforeseen and fatal.  George was 
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cutting away a stick when some of the fallen 
pieces slid down, he falling with them, and a 
piece above fell, catching him so that his head 
was crushed between two pieces of heavy hewn 
timbers.  Mr. Geo. W. Jones, of Mill Plain, 
who was present and witnessed the accident, 
assisted in getting the young man out of the 
wreck, but he never spoke, and died within five 
minutes after he fell.  This will be a hard, sad 
blow to the family, as the young man was 
energetic and able in every respect. 
 
   Lots of Fun.—One day last week Peter 
Grace, Co. G, 21st Infantry, being over full of 
the after enjoyments of pay-day, made an 
indecent exposure of his person on the street, 
was arrested, and lodged in the county jail for 
safe keeping over night.  Some of his comrades 
desiring to liberate him, a spruce young private 
came down to the jail and personated the 
officer of the day at the barracks so 
successfully that he succeeded in getting Grace 
out of limbo, and for that the joke is slightly on 
the sheriff.  On Monday evening Grace came 
down town with a crowd of soldiers, and defied 
the civil officer to come and take him.  On 
Tuesday deputy marshal Dupuis went to the 
barracks, demanding the man who was turned 
over to him by the commanding officer.  Grace 
was taken before Justice Leverich, tried and 
convicted of the offense of exposure, was fined 
five dollars and costs, and no paying was sent 
to the county jail to board it out.  The smart pro 
tem. Officer of the day is in the guard-house, 
reflecting upon the effects of fun and practical 
jokes. 

City Council. 
     The City Council met of Monday evening, 
his honor the Mayor and the full board being 
present, and after the usual opening proceeded 
to hard work. 
   Sundry claims against the city, amounting to 
$157.30 were reported favorably by the 
committee on accounts and current expenses, 
and were ordered paid.  The Mayor remarked 
that the bills were coming in pretty heavily, too 
much so for a slim treasury, and as no one 
disputed the statement it may be set down for a 

fact. 
   Only one claim against the city was present, 
$2.75 for a cord of wood. 
   Ordinances No.109 and 110 were presented 
by the City Attorney, and red by the Clerk.  
The first is entitled “An Ordinance to present 
horses, mules, cattle, sheep, swine, goats geese 
or ducks from running at large within the city 
limits of the City of Vancouver,” and is drawn 
in accordance with the late amendment to the 
City Charter by the legislature, and if 
expressed will no doubt effect the object 
passed in the title.  The second is defined as 
“An Ordinance to define and prevent 
misdemeanors within the city limits of the City 
of Vancouver.” 
   Ordinance 107, within repeals No. 106, was 
read the third time and passed with only one 
opposing vote, that of Councilman Leverich.  
Ordinance No. 108, providing appropriations 
for 1880, was read a third time and passed 
without opposition. 
   A resolution was passed appoint the 
Committee on Streets, Public Buildings and 
Improvements, as a committee of observation 
on the City’s interest in the “Short Claim” 
affair.   
   The Council then proceeded to punch up the 
City Clerk by ordering him to keep the books 
as provided in sundry and various sections in 
the ancient document known, designated and 
described as the City Charter. 
   Councilman Eddings reported the Cemetery 
road full of trees, blown down on the 9th, and 
the Council instructed the Committee on 
Elections, which so far has not been favored 
with business of any kind, to procure their 
removal. 
   The Council then proceeded to ballot for a 
Councilman to fill the vacancy made by the 
resignation of Mr. S. W. Brown, the ballot 
resulting for J. G. Blake 5 votes, for S. R. 
Whipple 1 vote.  Mr. J. C. Blake was declared 
duly elected. 
   The Committee on Health and Police, after 
discussion, was order to canvass the subject of 
procuring and paying for a night watchman. 
   Councilmen Heitman, Lee and Leverich 
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were appointed a committee to procure plans 
and estimates for a city jail, to be submitted to 
the Council at the next meeting. 
   The council then adjourned.  A special 
meeting of the Council was ordered on 
Tuesday by the Mayor, for the purpose of 
considering the subject of the jail, which 
meeting was held last evening, but we have no 
space for the report of the same. 
  
   New Book.—We understand the W. H. 
Smallwood has in preparation, to be issued 
soon, a much needed book descriptive of 
Washington Territory.  It will contain authentic 
information, compiled from records, official 
reports, etc., upon the geography, topography, 
climatology, and agricultural and commercial 
advantages of the Territory. In addition to these 
matters it will contain a synopsis of the land 
laws of the United States, with explanatory 
notes in relation thereto, and all instruction 
necessary for the settler upon government of 
railroad lands, as well as much other 
information which will be valuable to 
immigrants.  Mr. Smallwood being thorough 
in his researches, occupying a position 
enabling him to gather more than the usual 
amount of the necessary information, and 
swinging a ready pen, we expect a work as 
readable as it would be valuable.   
 
   Returned Home.--We see by the Salem 
papers that Rev. P. S. Knight has returned to 
his home in that city and resumed his duties as 
pastor of the Congregational church.  Mr. 
Knight has been absent from the state about 
three months, which time he has spent lecturing 
in the Atlantic States, the burden of his 
discourse being the great northwest and its 
facilities.  He went east equipped with maps, 
facts and illustration, and doubtless paid 
Oregon many a warm and flowing and truthful 
tribute. We can depend upon one thing, and 
that is Mr. Knight has not misrepresented, and 
while he is an eloquent speaker he has not 
deceived his audiences with the blandishments 
of rhetoric.  The resources of the country were 
faithfully portrayed.  The members of his 
congregation gave Mr. Knight a hearty 
welcome on his return home.--Roseburg 

Independent.   
 
 
   Bible Society.—The annual meeting of the 
Clarke county branch of the American Bible 
Society will be held in the Methodist Church 
next Sunday evening, Jan. 25, and addresses 
will be delivered by several persons.  A 
business meeting of the Executive Committee 
will be held at the same place on next Saturday 
evening. 
   A. S. Nicholson, 
Preisdent. 
 
   Murderer Arrested.—A German named 
Jacob Swanter, a bachelor living alone on his 
farm in Washington county, Oregon, and 
reported rich, was found murdered in his cabin 
two weeks ago.  A young man named Henry 
Wintzingerode has been arrested for the 
crime, and is in jail at Hillsboro.  The young 
man is well known by many persons in this 
city, and was always regarded as of unsound 
mind.  Since the arrest he had confessed his 
guilt. 
 
   Lands For Entry.—The amount of public 
land subject to entry in this district is state 
officially in the following communication to 
the Resources of Oregon and Washington:   
           U.S. Land Office,} 
 Vancouver, W. T., August 22d, 1870} 
W. W. Baker, Editor Resources:--   
   Sir:  In reply to the inquiry contained in your 
favor of the 20th inst., I would state that, after a 
careful examination, I estimate that there are 
about 250,000 acres of surveyed lands, highly 
valuable for agricultural purposes, yet subject 
to entry under the homestead or pre-emption 
laws, in this land district.  There are also about 
200,000 acres of good agricultural lands in this 
district not yet surveyed, which will, when 
surveyed, be subject to entry under the same 
laws.   
   In addition, there is an area of about one 
million acres of non-agricultural lands that are 
now, or will be when surveyed, subject ot entry 
or purchase under the timber act of June 3, 
1879, at $2.50 per acre. 
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   The district extended from the mouth of the 
Colombia river 180 miles to a point in Klickitat 
county, W. T., about 25 miles east of 
Goldendale, and is about 50 miles in width 
from north to south. 
  Very respectfully,  
  S. H. Smallwood, Register. 
 

A Case of Self-Defense. 
   Mr. Editor, Sir:--In your last issue I see a 
correction made by Mr. Gay Hayden, Sr., in 
which he seems to justify his son and claims 
him innocent of any participation in the so 
called riot.  I believe that nearly every 
respectable citizen of Vancouver thinks and 
knows better, and I can now bring several 
reliable witnesses that will testify as to having 
taken an active part in the disturbance that 
night. 
   He wished to impress upon the minds of the 
public that I acted in the matter of gain or spite, 
but if he had inquired he would have found out 
that I had acted upon the advice of the city 
attorney, and at the request of several 
respectable citizens of the city. 
   If Mr. H. thinks his son innocent why does 
he not go and obtain redress by law, instead of 
stooping to accurse an officer of wrong doing?  
It is generally the way as soon as an officer 
tries to keep things peaceful and quiet about 
the city some old chronic cries suppress him 
and down with the expense. 
   In conclusion, I would say that I propose to 
do my duty to the best of my ability, without 
regard to friend or foe.   
   Hoping I have not imposed too much on your 
patience and good nature, 
   I remain yours, very respectfully, 
  J. A. Dupuis, Deputy Marshal. 
 

Married. 
   At the residence of the bride’s father, in 
Clarke county, W. T., Jan. 7th, 1880, by the 
Rev. M. Judy, Mr. Wm. Wagenblast, of 
Wasco county, Oregon, and Mary J. Gillihan, 
of Clarke county W. T. 

Born. 
   In Vancouver, Jan. 16, 1880, to the wife of 

Capt. A. W. Gray, a son. 
Died. 

   In Vancouver, Jan. 9th, 1880, from the effects 
of diphtheria, Lennie, youngest child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Sparks, aged 3 years, 2 
months, 3 days. 
   “I saw not the angels who met him there, 
   The gates of the city I could not see; 
   Yet I’m sure that over the river 
   My darling stands waiting to welcome me.” 
 
  In St. Joseph’s Hospital Vancouver, Jan. 20, 
1880, or brain disease, Frank Ridder, of 
Buena Vista, Ogn., aged about 13 years, and a 
student of Holy Angels’ College. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 107. 
   An ordinance to repeal an ordinance number 
106, entitled, “An ordinance to provide for the 
survey of the blocks and streets in that part of 
the city laid out by Mrs. Esther Short, and for 
establishing the boundary lines thereof,” 
passed by the City Council of the city of 
Vancouver, November, 6th, 1879. 
The city of Vancouver does ordain as follows: 
    Section I.  That the ordinance number 106, 
entitled, “An ordinance to provide for the 
survey of the blocks and streets in that part of 
the city laid out by Mrs. Esther Short, and for 
establishing the boundary lines thereof,” 
passed by the City Council of the city of 
Vancouver November 5th, 1879, be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 
   Section II.  This ordinance shall be in force 
form and after its passage and approval. 
   Read first and second times January 5, 1880. 
   Read third time and passed January 19, 1880. 
    Approved January 21st, 1880. 
   LOUIS SOHNS, Mayor. 
    Attest:  J. J. Beeson, City Clerk. 
    Published January 22, 1880 

NOTICE. 
     Territory of Washington,} 
             Cowlitz county.} ss 
   In Justice court; civil action.  J. M. 
Hawthorn, Justice. 
To M. P. Calender, agent for Knappton Mill 
Company, Knappton, W. T.: 
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   You are hereby notified that J. A. Galloway 
and William R. Burbee have filed a claim 
against you in said court, which will come on 
to be heard at my office in Freeport, Cowlitz 
county, W. T., on the 21st day of February, A. 
D. 1880, at the hour of 11 o’clock A. M.; and 
unless you appear and then and there answer, 
the same will be taken as confessed, and the 
demand of the plaintiffs granted.  The object of 
said claim is to secure the payment of $87.50, a 
balance on certain fir saw logs sold to said 
defendant by said plaintiffs on or about 
November, A. D. 1879, at or near Freeport, in 
said county and Territory.   
   Complaint filed January 6th, A.D. 1880. 
22jan.4} J. M. HAWTHORNError! 
Bookmark not defined., J. P. 
 

Notice for Publication. 
   U. S. Land Office,} 
 Vancouver, W. T., Jan. 21st, 1880} 
   Notice is hereby given that the following 
named settler has filed notice of his intention to 
make final proof of his claim, and secure final 
entry thereof at expiration of thirty days from 
the date of this notice, viz: 
   George Dobin, Homestead application No. 
1752, for the east ½ of south-east ¼ of Sec. 34, 
Township 8 north, Range 1 west, and names 
the following as his witnesses, viz:  James S. 
Huntington, of Cowlitz county, W. T., and L. 
D. Carpenter, of Cowlitz county, W. T.  
22jan5]          W. H. SMALLWOOD, 
 Register. 
 
The “Short Claim” and Notice to Purchase 
Timber Lands are repeated from last time. 
 
[Pages 6 & 7 no local articles.] 
[Page 8, Col. 1] 
 
   The Salmon cannery at glen Ella, situated on 
the lower Columbia two miles from Bay View, 
one of the oldest in the country, was entirely 
destroyed by fire on Jan. 8th, only 12 boats 
having been saved from the general 
destruction.   Loss, $20,000. 
 
[Page 8, Col. 4] 

Administratrix’s Notice. 

   Notice is hereby given that I, M. J. Gillikin 
, have been appointed by the Probate Court of 
Cowlitz county, Washington Territory, 
administratrix of the estate of A. J. Gillikin, 
deceased, and I hereby require all persons 
having claims against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to me with the 
necessary vouchers within one year from the 
first publication of this notice, at the place of 
residence, the Austin place at the mouth of the 
Lewis river, in said Cowlitz county. 
   Any claims sent to my attorney, Wm. Strong 
& Sons, at Portland, Oregon, will promptly 
forwarded to me.  
   Dated this 10th day of December, 189, and 
first published Dec. 18th, 1879. 
18dec5] MARGARET J. GILLIKIN. 
 

Vancouver Independent 
Thursday January 29, 1880 

Vol. 5, No. 22—J.J. Beeson, Editor 
 

[Front page, Col. 5, bottom] 
   Convocation.—The next Missionary 
Convocation of the Episcopal Church will be 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Salem, on Friday 
evening, Feb. 5th.  The following clergymen 
have been selected to attend:  Rev. Geo. F. 
Plummer, Rev. John Rosenberg, Rev. R. W. 
Wrixon, Rev. A. T. Perkins, Rev. R. W. 
Summers, Rev. J. W. Sellwood, Rev. A. S. 
Nicholson, Rev. R. L. Steves and Rev. J. 
Taylor Chambers. 
 
[Page 2, no local items} 
[Page 3, col 1] 

From Washington. (selected) 
   Senator Slater, through bills, asks for 
$60,000 for Coos bay, $500,000 for the 
Cascades, $50,000 for Coquille river and a 
bank sum for Yaquina bay. . . . He also 
introduced a bill to reimburse Lt. E. S. Farrow 
and his enlisted men, for property lost by him 
in making his successful raid during the late 
Bannock war.   
 
   Mr. Brents introduced a bill to relieve Lieut. 
F. H. E. Ebstein of accounting for government 
funds sunk on a steamer.    . . . 
Also to pay Thos. J. Miller for her ferry boat, 
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sunk by the military when they were patrolling 
the Columbia river in 1878.  . . . 
   Mr. Brents has secured for Mr. Bowman, 
formerly of Portland and Vancouver, a good 
place in the government printing office.  
 
[Page 3, col 2] 

Territorial Items.  (selected) 
   7,193,822 pounds of wool were shipped form 
Washington Territory to San Francisco last 
year. 
   Fred Sparling, who was appointed by Mr. 
Brents to a naval cadetship at Annapolis, has 
passed a successful examination and entered 
upon his studies.   
   Eggs are worth $16 a dozen in Yankee Fork 
(Idaho) mines.  Even in a bonanza country they 
don’t flood their lower levels much with egg-
nogg at that rate. 
   James F. Nelson, of the law firm of Dunbar 
& Nelson, Goldendale, died on the morning of 
the 22nd inst.  He leaves a young wife, (he was 
married in November last), and a host of 
friends to mourn his death.   
    The amount of timber felled by the late 
storm is very large throughout the Sound 
country, and the amount of damage to young 
trees is incalculable.  The groves of small firs 
look like rows of picket fence, where the tops 
were broken off and split down.   

Oregon. (selected) 
   Mr. John Jewett, a pioneer of 1847, died at 
his home in Astoria on the 22d.  He was nearly 
84 years old. 
   Nearly four hundred dollars were contributed 
to the relief of Mrs. Penning, widow of the 
German who lost his life in a snow storm 
Christmas eve. 
   According to McCormick’s Directory, just 
out, the population of Portland, exclusive of 
Chinese, is 18,198, including 156 colored and 
14 Indians.  The Chinese are set down at 2483, 
making a grand total of 20,671. 
[Page 3, Col. 3]    

News Item.  (selected) 
   The distress in Ireland is intensifying under 
the influence of hard frost and biting cold. 
[Page 4 & 5 no local items.] 

[Page 6, col. 1 –this is not on page 5 as usual] 
 

Brief Mention.  (selected) 
    “Oldest settler” says we will have an early 
spring.  
   There was a good turn out to the churches 
last Sunday. 
   The river road is open again as far as Fisher’s 
landing for wagons.   
   Dr. Wall is all ready with his supply of paper 
missiles for St. Valentine’s day. 
   Dr. Randolph Smith is ready to receive 
congratulations on the arrival of a new boy at 
his house. 
   It will be several weeks before all the county 
roads are all cleared of fallen timber and the 
bridges repaired. 
      A telegraphic dispatch of Jan.24th says the 
post-office at Brush Prairie, Clarke Co., W. T., 
has been discontinued. 
   A petition has been circulated, and signed by 
many persons in Vancouver, for the re-
appointment of Governor Ferry. 
   Hon. Thos. H. Brents, delegate to Congress, 
has been admitted to practice in the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 
   The Probate Court, Wm. Ranck, judge, was 
is session on Monday, and several matters were 
on the docket, some new ones.   
   R. D. Saubert, who went from here to 
Pendleton, recently packed 44 hogs that 
averaged 275 pounds, heaviest 535, lightest 
212.   
   Gen. McDowell has notified the department 
that it will require $2,000 to repair Government 
property in Vancouver damaged by the recent 
storm.   
   The river or [on] lower road to Mill Plain is 
now open for wagons.  On Tuesday Thomas B. 
Gillihan came in and took home his wagon, 
left in town on the day of the storm. 

 
Military Items.  (selected) 

   Lieut. A. H. Payson, U. S. A., is a passenger 
by the incoming steamer. 
   Lieut. J. Q. Adams, 1st Cavalry, Aide-de-
camp, returned from Fort Walla Walla on 
Saturday. 
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   Col. G. O. Haller left on the Dakota last 
week to join his regiment, the 23d Infantry, in 
the field in the Indian Territory. 
  Prof. John Muir lecture before a crowded 
house at the Oak Grove Theatre on Friday last 
on “the glacier of Alaska.” 
   Capt. Samuel McKeever, 2d Infantry, 
commanding Camp Howard, Idaho, was at 
headquarter during the week on official 
business.   
   Lieut. F. W. Symons, Corps of Engineers, 
will lecture on Friday evening at the garrison 
theatre.  Subject:  “Torpedoes and Submarine 
Mines.” 
   Second Lieut. E. S. Farrow, 21st Infantry, 
has been detailed for temporary duty in the 
office of the Chief of Engineers, War 
Department, Washington.   
   Lieut. H. R. Anderson, 4th Artillery, arrived 
at the post on Monday in charge of a 
detachment of recruits from San Francisco.   
Lieut. Anderson was stationed here some 
years ago as Aide-de-camp to the late Gen. 
Canby. 
   Private Timothy M. Harrington, of Co. F, 
21st Infantry, stationed at Fort Klamath, has 
become insane and will be sent to division 
headquarters under guard of treatment.  He will 
be sent to California overland by way of 
Redding. 
   A newspaper paragraph says the Gen. 
McDowell, the division commander, has sent 
the commander, has sent the commanding 
officer at Camp Harney as official telegraphic 
dispatch not to go to any more expense to the 
government than was actually necessary, as the 
post would be abandoned next summer. 
   Lieut. R. T. Earle, 2d Infantry, in attempted 
to pass between Camp Howard and Lewiston 
recently, became bewildered in the blinding 
snow storm on Mason prairie.   He was out 
three days and nights, and was found by a party 
who was sent in search of him, in a helpless 
condition.  His feet and hands were badly 
frozen.  He was taken by ambulance to Fort 
Lapwai.  
   Second Lieut. Charles H. Bonesteel, 21st 
Infantry, will proceed hence to Boise Barracks, 
I. T., and report to the commanding officer for 
temporary duty with Co. A, 21st Infantry.  On 

his arrival, 2d Lieutenant F. Jarvis Patten, 
21st Infantry, will repair to Vancouver 
Barracks, W. T., to report to the commanding 
officer for temporary duty.  
 
[Page 5, col 
   Immigrant Guide Book.—Hon. W. H. 
Smallwood of Vancouver, has in the course of 
preparation and nearly ready for the printer, a 
work on the resources of Washington Territory, 
which will be a handy book for the guidance of 
immigrants.  Mr. Smallwood is one of the few 
men whose business and ability enables them 
to do justice to such matters.  As Register in 
the Land officer, and an old Editor, he 
combines the elements needed to perfect a 
work of this kind.—Astorian. 
 
   Contract Let.—The contract for the 
construction of the bridge on the road leading 
from Portland to Vancouver has been let to A. 
S. Miller & Son.  The new bridge will be 2850 
feet long, and the contract rice is $1,492.  
Work was to be commenced last Monday 
morning, and will be crowded forward to 
complete. 
 
   From the Chelatchie.—The eclipse did not 
miss Chelatchie on the 9th, for we had a wind 
storm that eclipsed anything in these parts for 
years.  It blew a tree about three feet in 
diameter so close to James P. Bartlett’s barn 
that it lays again the end posts, and it knocked 
off some roof and siding.  If it had fell a foot or 
two to one side it would have been the death of 
James and his son William, as they were in 
that end of the barn at the time.   The wind took 
off twenty feet of the roof of Reid’s barn on 
the Gillihan place.  Also on the Carwell place 
it took a shed roof fifteen by twenty feet and 
landed it bodily sixty yards away.  About that 
time I guess David Reid and family were 
scared.  Anyway you would have thought so if 
you had seen them with quits around them 
sailing before the wind for Hein Kulper’s.  
Major Hensley’s barn stands fourth pitch 
without any change of ever being 
perpendicular, as it has heavy posts set in the 
ground.  If the posts had not been set deep it 
would have been horizontal.  This is a free 
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country now—you can ride anyway you want 
to on the prairie.  We had an eclipse on the 
11th, the day of the eclipse, but it was of snow.  
It snowed about a foot deep, but it is all gone 
now, and the webfoot rejoiceth again.  About 
half way from here to La Center there live two 
German brothers by the name of Metz.  One of 
them was out watching the storm, when he was 
a tree coming for the house.  He told his 
brother to come out, but before he could it 
went down through the house, knocked his hat 
off, tore his coat in the back, but did not hurt 
time.  Too much excited to think of anything 
but storm.  D. Chelatchie, Jan. 16, 1880. 
 

School Visits.  (selected.) 
  Vancouver, Jan. 15, 1880. 
   On Dec. 29th, 1879, visited school No. 7, 
taught by Miss Anna Selby of Brush Prairie.  
Enrollment 11, no. present, 8.  The school 
house is frame, well located and a fair looking 
building, but too open to be kept comfortable 
in such cold weather.  And circumstances will 
permit it should be either battened or lined.  
The scholars are rather backward in their 
studies, but are evidently making satisfactory 
progress now.  Miss Selby is a good teacher, 
and the patrons seem to appreciate her merits.  
On Dec. 29 visited in the forenoon school No. 
17; Miss Anna Seward teacher.  Enrolled 26, 
present 17.  This building is quite comfortable, 
well lighted and ventilated.  The seats and 
desks are a little too high and ought to be 
remedied.  A few of the scholars are very well 
advanced in the common branches.  The school 
is working well, and the teacher is doing her 
part toward making it a success.  From here I 
proceed to school 48, stopping at Mr. Secrist’s 
long enough to enjoy a hearty dinner.  The 
school is taught by Miss Ida Hurt of this 
county.  No. enrolled, 22, present, 18.  The 
building is frame, and with some improvement 
in seats and desks, and a little more black-
board, it would be a convenient and 
comfortable school room.  The scholars are 
evidently making satisfactory progress in their 
studies, but some of them are quite backward 
for their age.  The teacher is effecting a 

beneficial change upon the school.   
   The night was spent under the hospitable roof 
of H. D. Tenny, beyond Salmon creek, and the 
following forenoon I was in the school No. 15.  
Mrs. Cronk, an experienced and successful 
teacher, is in charge.Enrollment 23, present 19. 
This building is long, and brings one in mind 
of the picture of the one in which Daniel 
Webster is said to have received his early 
education.  It is not very comfortable in cold 
weather, especially when wood is scarce.  Seats 
are too high and a better black-board is needed.  
A good dinner was duly relished at Mr. 
Meeker’s, after which I visited school No. 17, 
taught by W. C. Scott.  Enrollment 22, present 
13.  This school does not appear to be in a 
prosperous condition.  The school house is 
frame, comfortable, and with better 
accommodation than the average, yet the 
attendance is not good—the room bears the 
marks of neglect.  Mr. Scott seems somewhat 
discouraged in his work there, and might meet 
with better success in another district.  A lack 
of discipline is surely one cause of failure.  
From here I passed to La Center, where I was 
indebted to John Timmen for generous fare.    
R. 

Mr. Wesley Jackson.  (selected) 
   And now comes Mr. Wesley Jackson, who, 
through a friend, states that in the 
correspondence of “A Pharisee,” published in 
this paper two weeks ago, he, Mr. Jackson, 
was misrepresented entirely, and that he did 
not advocate the removal of military 
headquarter from this post, and to prove his 
statement offers the following extract form the 
official report of the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade, as published in the Portland Daily 
Bee:  . . . 
   1.  That Gen. Howard has under 
contemplation the removal of the principal part 
of the troops, now stationed at Vancouver to 
other posts, because the log buildings have 
decayed to such an extent within the last few 
years as to render the construction of a new 
ones absolutely necessary to replace them.   
    2.  Needed appropriations to put post in good 
order: 
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Two (2) building for barracks, $5,000 each  
     ....$10,000 
Commanding officer’s quarters  ………       
4,000 
Six (6) new building for officers’ quarters, 
 $2,000 each     ….  
12,000 
Sewerage and sundry repairs. ….             
14,000 
 Total 
……………………………………….$50,000 
   The above appropriation of $50,000 is 
needed for Vancouver grrrison to rebuild and 
put the post in good condition, in order that the 
troops may be kept there.  
   3.  In all movements against the Indians 
Vancouver has been and still is the most 
central and important depot for the North 
Pacific Coast, and best place for speedy 
communications to all parts of Washington 
Territory, Idaho and Oregon. 
   4.  Military men are of the opinion that it 
would be better is an entire regiment were 
stationed there, as the men could be better 
fitted for active service by thought duties and 
drill.   
   Until recently there has been some doubt as 
to the government title to the Vancouver 
reservation.  This is now entirely cleared up. 
   Vancouver is situated only six miles from 
Portland, Ogn., and as soon as the road now 
undergoing repairs shall be completed it will be 
undergoing repairs shall be completed it will be 
at all times within an hour’s ride of this, the 
principal city of the Northwest, the natural 
center for all supplies and operations.   
   The regiment would be more economically 
supplied when not on active duty than at any 
other point.      WESLEY JACKSON. 
   [There were further comments about remarks 
concerning negative remarks made in earlier 
reports.  It is a long section.] 
 
   La Center.—According to previous 
announcement, the good people living in and 
near La Center, W. T., met at the La Center 
hall Jan. 17th, for the purpose of organizing a 
literary society.  The house was called to order 
and the object of the meeting stated by the Ark 
and Saw S. T., after which Capt. Wier was 

chosen temporary president; ex-purses J. K. 
Gaither, vice president; W. H. Peter, 
secretary; Miss Lucinda Pollock, assistant 
Sec., and Miss Mary Brazee, treasurer.  The 
Indian and Negroes of America are the subjects 
for discussion next Saturday evening.  Mr. 
Peter and Mr. Brooks are the two chief 
disputants.   The boys, prompted by gas, 
discussed the question, “which is preferable, 
city or country life.”  The judges reported, one 
for the affirmative, one for the negative, but the 
other judge’s ballot was so poorly written that 
your humble servant could not read it.  
Consequently the victorious party cannot be 
given authoritatively, but think all the 
gentlemen acquitted themselves honorably.  
Miss Clara Banzer and the assistant secretary 
were appointed to read essays, and James 
Anderson and George Lindsley to declaim on 
the next night of meeting.  A committee of five 
was appointed to write a constitution and by-
laws, and present them on our next night of 
meeting.  Owing to the lateness of the hour we 
adjourned     LUCINDA POLLOCK  
     La Center, Jan. 17.  Ass’t. Sec. 
  
   Steam Saw Mill.—Mr. S. W. Brown has 
determined to use the large amount of fallen 
timber on his lands near Vancouver, and has 
contracted for the machinery to put in a 
portable steam lumber mill, with capacity of 
cutting six to the thousand feet per day, with 
other machinery for planing, matching, and 
making rustic.  The mill will be ready to run in 
March.  Contract have been let, and the work 
begun, of getting out a million feet of logs.  
Mr. Wm. F. Zeek will be manager of the mill.   
 
   The Social Event of the Season.—On 
Tuesday evening the residence of our 
accomplished and popular townsman Byron 
Daniels, Esq., was the scene of the largest and 
pleasantest entertainment of the season.  At an 
early hour about seventy five young ladies and 
gentlemen of our city filled the rooms of the 
handsome new resident on Main and ninth 
streets, where music, singing, dancing, 
charades, etc., tec., reigned supreme till a let 
hour, when all departed feeling happier for a 
happy evening and with many expressions and 
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well wishes for their genial host.   
 

 
Born. 

   In Vancouver Jan. 27, 1880, to the wife of 
W. H Smallwood, a son. 

Died. 
   In Vancouver Jan. 23, 1880, Gratian 
Leblanc, a native of Louisiana, aged 78 years.   

NOTICE. 
In the Probate Court of Clarke county, W. T. 
In the matter of the estate of George Rausch, 
deceased. 
  And now on this the 26th day of January, 
1880, comes Fred W. Bier, administrator of 
the estate of George Rausch, deceased with 
the will annexed, and files his petition in 
writing properly verified, praying an order for 
the sale of the real estate of the said deceased 
for the purpose of paying the debts outstanding 
again the said estate, and the expenses of 
administration.   
   It is therefore ordered that all persons 
interested in the estate of the said deceased as 
described in said petition be cited to appear in 
this court on Friday, the 27th day of February, 
1880, at the hour of 9 o’clock A.M. of said 
day, to show cause, if any there be, why an 
order should not be granted to the said 
administrator to sell the real estate of said 
deceased, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay such debts and expenses of 
administration. And it is further ordered that a 
copy of this order be published for four 
consecutive weeks in the Vancouver 
Independent, a weekly newspaper published in 
the city of Vancouver, Clark county, 
Washington Territory, prior to the said 27th day 
of February, 1880.   WILLIAM RANCK, 
January 27, 1880          Judge of Probate.  
   G. H. Steward, Att’y for Administrator.  
29jan5 
 
[Several notices repeated earlier.] 

Notice for Publication. 
   Notice is hereby given that the following 
named settler has filed notice of his intention to 
make final proof in support of his claim, and 

secure final entry thereof at the expiration of 
thirty days from the date of this notice, viz: 
   John W. Haverbush, Homestead 
Application No. 1780, for the west ½ of the 
northwest ¼ of Sec. 28, Township 4 north, 
Range 3 east, and names the following as his 
witnesses, viz:  Stephen Kent, of Clarke 
county, W. T., and James Fox of Clarke 
county, W. T. 
29jan5*]   W. H. SMALLWOOD, Register.   
 

NOTICE. 
In the Probate Court of Clarke county,    
   Washington Territory. 
In the matter of the estate and guardian ship of 
   William H. Johnson, a minor. 
   And now on the 27th day of January, 1880, 
comes William H. Dillon, guardian of 
William H. Johnson, a minor, and files his 
petition herein properly verified by his oath, 
praying the court to grant an order authorizing 
and directing the said guardian to sell a portion 
of the real estate of his said ward for the 
purpose of paying a certain indebtness again 
the same, and for the support and education of 
said minor. 
   It is order that all persons interested in the 
estate of the said minor, William H. Johnson, 
be cited to appear in this court of Friday, the 
27th day of February, 1880, at the hour of 9 
o’clock A.M. of said day, to show cause, if any 
there be, why an order should not be granted to 
the said guardian to see so much of the real 
estate of his ward as many be necessary for the 
purposes in said petition stated.  And it is 
further ordered that a copy of this order be 
published for four consecutive weeks in the 
Vancouver Independent, a weekly newspaper 
published in the city of Vancouver, Clarke 
county, Washington Territory, prior to the said 
27th day of February, 1880.     WILLIAM 
RANCK, 
   January 29, 1880                Judge of Probate. 
   G. H. Steward, Att’y for Guardian.   [29jan 

 
NOTICE. 

    U. S. Land Office} 
        Vancouver, W. T., Jan. 26th, 1880. } 
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   Complaint having been entered at this office 
by William E. Thomas again Richard 
Hennessey for abandoning his homestead 
entry, No. 2429, dated January 14, 1879, upon 
the east ½ of north-west ¼, and lot 3, Sec. 6, 
Township 1 north, Range 6 east, in Skamania 
county, Wash Ter., with a view to the 
cancellation of said entry; the said parties are 
hereby summoned to appear at the office of 
Thomas Moffett, county auditor of Skamania 
county, W. T., at Cascades,t he county seat of 
said county, on the 28th day of February, 1880, 
at 12 o’clock M. to respond the furnish 
testimony concerning said alleged 
abandonment. 
   W. H. SMALLWOOD, 

Register. 
 29jan5*] S. W. BROWN, Receiver.   
 

NOTICE. 
   Notice is hereby given that I have disposed of 
my business at Washougal, W. T., to Dr. J. H. 
Thessing, and have sold all the stock of goods 
and all claims and demands due me to said J. 
H. Thessing, who alone is authorized to collect 
such claims and demands.  The business will 
hereafter be conducted by J. H. Thessing.   
 MRS. FANNIE CARPENTER 
   January 22, 1880   [29jan4* 
 
[Page 7, no local items.] 
[Page 8, Col. 
      The first legal execution in the North-west 
Territory took place at Fort Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, on the 20th of December.  The 
prisoner was a cannibal Indian named Swift 
Runner, who was committed on his confession 
of having killed and eaten his mother, his wife 
and seven children, last winter.   
   Delegate Brents has introduced a bill for the 
creation of a Northwester Land District in 
Washington Territory, with the Land office at 
Port Townsend.  It is to comprise all that 
portion of the Territory west of the Cascade 
Mountain and north of the line of township 24.   
   Postmaster-General Key is about to issue 
an order prohibiting the placing of stamps 
upside down on letters.  Several postmasters 
have recently been seriously injured while 
trying got stand on their heads to cancel stamps 

placed in this manner. 
 
Will continue with February. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

About The Vancouver 
Independent 

Jane Germann 
 
   The previous two months of extractions have been done 
with the digital newspapers through Clark County 
Historical via Washington State University, through a 
joint partnership.  This project was partly funded by the 
Joanne Galloway Charitable Lead Trust.  Permission was 
received from Brad Richardson to do this.   
 
   Put in Clark County Historical Museum or 
cchmuseum.org in your browser.  Click on the museum 
name when it comes up.  The museum site will then show 
the main page.  Choose the three bars that indicate more 
information.  They are located at the top of the page.  
Look for “Digital Collection,” and scroll down to Clark 
County Historical Newspaper Archive.  They currently 
have six years’ worth of the Vancouver Independent 
(1876-1888).  Click on the blue title and it will bring up 
the paper.  In the search box, put what or who you are 
searching for.  It acts like other data bases.     The site has 
already reached 1888 which would take us (with one 
month per year), 108 years to catch up to where they are 
today.  Enjoy the site.  It is fun to read the old papers.  JG     
 
  We are ending the genealogical and of interest 
extractions of The Vancouver Independent with this 
Trail Breakers issue and will commence extracting 
information from the Reflector, a Ridgefield-Battle 
Ground paper or the Camas Post, a newspaper that Hal 
Zimmerman printed  with the next issue. Ed. 

 
 
 
 
 

Who do YOU think you are? 
Clark County Genealogical Society 

can help you find out 
Inquire within. 360-750-5688 
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CCGS Quilt 
Jane Germann 

Volunteer Appreciation Embroidered Forever 
 

Our appreciation is  
remembered and 
embroidered forever. 
Volunteer names added 
for 2022 are shown 
below. 
Big creative thank you 
Jane German and Elaine 
Meis. 
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In Memoriam 
 

No man is an island, Entire of itself. 
Each is a piece of the continent, A part of the main. 

If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less. 
As well as if a promontory were. 

As well as if a manor of thine own Or of thine friend’s were. 
Each man’s death diminishes me, For I am involved in mankind. 

Therefore, send not to know For whom the bell tolls, It tolls for thee. 
 

John Donne (1572-1631), 16th century English poet  

 
Viola Arola 

Alice Patricia Bauer 
Coralee  Auverson Brewer 

Diane Voncile Cruz 
Vonda Demerritt 

Mary Huston 
Marian Kenedy 

Gene Swain Kuechmann 
Jennifer Warren 

 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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Our founding members 

Margaretta Maude (Brown) Zimmerman, President 
 

 Lois (Read) Bauman.                           Augusta F. (Patten) Dean 
 Myrtle Fennefos                                                   Mildred Finley 
Janice K. (Rasmussen) Fillman     Gertrude (Jackson) Hamblen 
Jean (Glasgow) Holroyd                     Bernice (Skinner) Hughes 
 N. Violet (West) Miller           Lois Madelyn (Henderson) Plotts 
 Mildred Eualia (McNeal) Porter               Joan (Solheim) Zuber 
 Helen (Tooley) Sykes.                           Harleith (Ingram) Ward 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Library and Mailing address: 
3205 NE 52nd Street,  
Vancouver WA 98663-1918 
 

 


